
DAMNING THE TWEED

To get  beyond the parochial  NIMBY (Not  In My Back Yard) syndrome the CEC believes the opposing

argument should be based on Ecological Sustainability (i.e. minimising our ecological and environmental

footprint and ensuring inter-generational equity). For this fundamental reason we propose the following:

1. Society needs to acknowledge that there are limits to natural resources and limits to growth.

2. We oppose any new dams or desalination plants in our bio-region for sustainability

and global warming reasons.

3. The best arguments are those based on the ecological, environmental and geographic realities of the Oxley

River and Byrrill Creek catchments and valleys, namely:

a. Loss of bio-diversity and rare species through inundation and depletion of environmental flows.

b. Loss of river health and water quality - downstream and in the Tweed Estuary

c. Loss of residences, businesses and farmlands

d. Loss of road and village infrastructure

e. Increase of road and infrastructure costs

f. Increase of travel times, energy consumption and CO2 emissions

4. Far more rigorous water conservation and the on-site/local roofwater and

stormwater storage measures are needed e.g.:

a.  A massive roll-out  of  subsidised water  tanks and stormwater  storage facilities  in residential,  

commercial and industrial precincts

b. Recycling of gray water

c. Appropriate native and productive food gardens (not exotics and mown lawns)

d. Waterless Composting Closets (WCCs)

e. Cost of piped municipal water to reflect real costs, including environmental and  “greenhouse”  

costs.

SUMMARY

Howard and Turnbull have announced their plans for a national water strategy without  any  community

consultation or environmental studies or consideration. They have not even consulted with their colleagues.

This represents government by decree (a dictatorship of two) and is unacceptably undemocratic. Similarly

there is no mandate for nuclear energy, new dams or desalination plants. For the past fifteen or more years

we have been asking governments  to  seriously consider  global  warming.  For  the past  eleven  years  the

conservative coalition parties have stubbornly denied the dire consequences of global warming.

We need to assert our environmental and democratic concerns for our country and our planet. 

Vote Green at the coming election.
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