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EDITORIAL

Recently I attended a community information night about
Kings Forest where concern and grief were expressed at the
way the natural environment in the Tweed is constantly having the edges chipped away at. Every development, no matter
how small, that occurs on or near bushland is chipping away
at something so immensely valuable it would automatically
be left alone were any principles of rationality applied. Unfortunately the greed of a few individuals too often prevails.
Amazingly they are able to sell this destructive greed to people
with one word - jobs. Well jobs can be great. But I’d rather
have a job that is meaningful and contributing to the welfare
of society and the environment. Even construction jobs can
involve building a more sustainable future in harmony with
our surroundings
Development can be done well, but instead we put up with the
worst possible kind in the Tweed.
Is it really too much to ask for development and jobs that do
not destroy valuable bushland; do not threaten to get rid of the
iconic koala in our shire; do not threaten our water supplies
and do not threaten our childens health with factory farmed,
salty, sugary, garbage?
Surely we can aim a bit higher Tweed shire?
And speaking of jobs, a big thank-you to the contributors of
this issue who are doing the most meaningful and important
of jobs- that is the job of raising awareness and working to
protect the life support system that supports the rest of us and
our jobs.
Judy Oakenfull

SECRETARY’S
REPORT

Sustainable development is the environmental catch-cry of our
times. The phrase is however fraught with ambiguity, and can
be redefined to suit a particular agenda. For instance economic
sustainability is quite different to ecological sustainability, and
the achievement of the former usually comes at the expense of
the latter.
According to some, use of modern environmental buzz-words
like sustainability, natural assets, ESD and so on, are an attempt at ‘sandboxing’. Like Orwellian newspeak, sandboxing
is an attempt to stifle and control democratic debate through
the creation of a new nomenclature, which in this case subtly redefines the natural global ecology in economic terms
(natural assets?). So recently we have seen some groups try to
reclaim the meaning of the term in an environmental context
by advocating “appropriate development”. But this term is
itself just as ambiguous as “sustainable development”. What is
considered appropriate in one culture may not necessarily be
universalised.
Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD), or sustainability
represents an attempt to create a new paradigm that merges
progressive economic theory with complex ecological knowl-

edge. The term “sustainability” originally referred to a
linked series of statements that had been defined by the UN
World Commission on Environment and Development in a
1987 report Our Common Future. The core concepts linked
to Ecologically Sustainable Development are:
i)
sustainable use of resources
ii)
principle of integration
iii)
the precautionary principle
iv)
intra- and intergenerational equity
v)
conservation of biodiversity & ecological integrity
vi)
externalisation of environmental costs
These are nice ideas which are rarely achieved in reality.
You don’t need to look very far to find local examples of
how when it comes to property development, the Tweed
Shire and our state government are failing to achieve anything that comes close to these principles. The proposed
series of coastal developments exemplify the failure of
government and industry to achieve any of these principles
and forever diminish the quality and quantity of the unique
and beautiful native ecology of Australia.
The Caldera Environment Centre has been the champion
of sustainable development in the local government for
the past 21 years. We oppose the current trend of megadevelopment and corporatized, franchised consumer food
outlets. In the past we have stopped inappropriate and
unsustainable developments from occurring, and we have
maintained that momentum into the present by representing the community at council meetings and within
consultative committees and also by supporting other
community and environmental groups. The Caldera is currently involved in campaigns which oppose the proposed
developments of King’s Forest and at Cobaki and support
the campaign to stop McDonald’s in Murwillumbah. Early
in February this year we have had a successful fundraiser
at the Regent Cinema with a screening of the film ‘The
Economics of Happiness’. Money raised from this film will
be used to help support the No McDonald’s group. The
Caldera is always on the lookout for more members and
volunteers. If you would like to help save the beautiful place
in which we live, consider giving some of your time to the
CEC (or one of the many other great community groups in
your area).
By Samuel K Dawson, BASc (Hons)
This edition of TREE is edited by Judy Oakenfull
Submissions for the next edition to:
tree@calderaenvironmentcentre.org

FROM THE CO ORDINATOR
HOP. E’S SUBMISSION ON THE CABARITA BEACH CARAVAN PARK PROPOSAL
The Tweed Coast has been under
constant threat of wave and
wind erosion for millennia, but
the rate of sea level rise and extreme storm events seem to have
increased exponentially in recent
times, due to increased atmospheric pollution. The current
erosion situation at Kingscliff
should give the Council pause to
reflect on the wisdom of building on coastal foreshore dunes.
The Tweed Coast has also been under constant attack/exploitation from
the 1950’s to the naughties and today.
Drainage of wetlands, clearing, poisoning, mowing and frequent burning
of heaths and bushland, the removal
of littoral rainforests for beach sand
mining, unrelenting urbanisation, the
dumping of rubbish etc., the list goes
on. There comes a time when ENOUGH
IS ENOUGH; a time to conserve the few
remaining stands of natural vegetation.
The natural environment by the coast
road south of Bogangar is still one of
significant conservation value. In particular the locale around the Bogangar
Primary School is significant in many
ways. In the context of an eroding
coastline and an uncertain and accelerating future, the prudent and precautionary – indeed wise – strategy would
demand the permanent conservation
of the subject Crown Lands for obvious environmental reasons. Predicted
rates of erosion may well be exceeded,
as is already happening at Kingscliff,
costing local and state governments lots
of money. Natural coastal heath and
bushland is a fast disappearing asset
which is necessary for North-South,
East-West, and upland/coastal migration of bird and bat species (especially).
The wisest and most responsible use of
these scarce coastal land resources is to
maximise their integrity and assist the
natural regenerative processes through
conservation, consolidation and rehabilitation.

Rather than developing this Crown
Land (i.e. the public’s), it should be
permanently conserved for habitat,
recreational and educational purposes.
The existing and future residents of
Bogangar and especially the neighbouring school population will need these
resources in the future even more than
we need them today.
Poor land use decisions at Jack Evans
Boat Harbour and at Boyd’s Bay concerning the closure of camping facilities, the trend at Fingal and Kingscliff
towards semi-permanent cabins, the
aggressive beach erosion at Kingscliff,
the decision to opt for resort style accommodation at South Kingscliff rather
than camping facilities, have all combined to produce a dramatic decline of
camping facilities in the northern part
of the shire. The net effect seems to be
an unreasonable demand to appropriate and privatise unsuitable, vulnerable
and regenerating foreshore dune land
at South Bogangar to help maintain the
provision of camping grounds due to
the closures in the north.

Ecological considerations
Proposed caravan park site – 8.4ha
The two small populations of the Endangered Ecological Community (EEC)
Coastal Cypress Pine in the NSW
North Coast Bioregion are of particular
significance. The EEC is poorly represented in Tweed Shire with only small
fragmented populations remaining.
The entire population occurring on the
site is to be removed.
Sections of the site, particularly in the
north, which are currently dominated
by Coastal Banksia, Banksia integri-

folia with an emerging understorey of
rainforest species in time will progress
to littoral rainforest. Littoral rainforest
in the NSW North Coast and Sydney
Basin and South East Corner Bioregion
is a state and federal listed EEC. The
proposal will remove 80% of this vegetation community.
The endangered Pink Nodding Orchid,
Geodorum densiflorum has been recorded at several locations within the site.
Seedlings of the nationally and state
listed vulnerable Stinking Cryptocarya,
Cryptocarya foetida have been recorded
in the north of the site. These species
were not recorded in the preliminary
environmental assessment (Boyd’s Bay
Environmental Services 2011).
The site is dominated by Coast Banksia
which is an important food tree for
wintering birds and bats. The large
number of mature and flowering trees
on the site would provide for numerous
species of fauna including Threatened
Species such as Grey-headed Flying Fox
and Common Blossom Bat. The use of
Coast Banksia in nearby locations such
as Koala Beach, Salt and Casuarina has
been monitored on an annual basis and
the use of the trees by these threatened
species has been recorded.
The removal of Coast Banksia at development sites has required compensation
packages including large scale plantings and restoration of on site or nearby
locations. The significance of Coast
Banksia has not been recognised in the
preliminary environmental assessment
(Boyd’s Bay Environmental Services
2011). The report dismisses the habitat as providing “minor ranging and
feeding opportunities”. In addition the
report states that this vegetation type is
well represented in Cudgen Nature Reserve and Hastings Point environmental parks. Extensive stands of Banksia
woodland are limited in Cudgen Nature
Reserve (approximately 7ha) and in the
Hastings Point area.
The proposed site is located in an important coastal corridor as identified in
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DECCW and NRCMA Climate Change
Corridors mapping. The corridor
provides a north south linkage for the
movement of flora and fauna. The 2011
report recognises that the proposal will
impact on connectivity.

relies on CRA (2002) and TVMP (2004)
recommendations for conservation
status.
The vegetation, particularly the heath
land, provides habitat for a range of
insectivorous birds and bats.

The proposed caravan park is a gross
overdevelopment of a significant coastal
environment. The footprint of the park
covers 90 percent of the site and does
not include Asset Protection Zones
(APZs) for protection against wildfire.
APZs of up to 50m in width on the
north, east and west of the site would be
a requirement of consent. This would
require additional removal of vegetation
on adjacent Crown Land if the current
proposal was approved.

The site is within the coastal corridor as
identified in DECCW and NRCMA Climate Change Corridor’s mapping and
provides part of the link from the coast
to Cudgen Nature Reserve to the west.

The issues of coastal erosion and climate change have not been fully taken
into account. Transportable buildings
are not the answer to threat from coastal erosion and rising sea levels. Currently large amounts of resources are
being poured into Kingscliff Caravan
Park where coastal erosion has exceeded the 2050 predicted erosion line.
Proposed residential – 5.1ha
The majority of the vegetation on the
site is coastal heath land (3.2ha) with
a stand of coastal woodland dominated by Pink Bloodwood in the north
east (0.4ha) and a stand of open forest
dominated by Broad-leaved Paperbark
(0.3ha) in the south west. The vegetation communities are classified as high/
very high conservation significance
in the Tweed Vegetation Management
Strategy (2007). The open forest dominated by Broad-leaved Paperbark could
potentially be classified as the EEC
Swamp Sclerophyll Forest on Coastal
Floodplains of the NSW North Coast,
Sydney Basin and South East Corner
Bioregions.
The coastal woodlands and open forest
are considered inadequately reserved
in the Tweed (TVMP 2007). Although
coastal heath land is considered adequately reserved regionally there are
only small fragments remaining on
the Tweed Coast in close proximity to
the coast at Pottsville, Fingal and the
proposed development site. The heath
land is floristically highly diverse. The
preliminary assessment (Planit 2010)

the conservation and rehabilitation of
coastal Crown Lands. This is our destiny as responsible stewards for future
generations.
Conclusions:

To keep on exploiting finite
natural resources, especially
when those resources represent
profound protection against
coastal erosion and which proThe documentation does not show the
vide valuable habitat and visual
boundaries of the proposed residential
landscape amenity along a
development and required APZ’s on the
coastline which has been and is
north and south of the site. Vegetation
being transformed into a fragile
to be retained is more likely to be the
coastal woodland in the north, with the urban interface with the South
development concentrated in the south
Pacific Ocean, is a foolish, irand central locations.
responsible and unsustainable
strategy. The Department rePlanit (2010) suggests that compensatory rehabilitation be undertaken on the sponsible for Crown Land and
Tweed Shire need to find less
site and environmental offsets be considered on adjacent or nearby Crown
sensitive land which may be suitLand. Comparable coastal heath land
able for exploitation.
is difficult to establish without substantial expertise and commitment as was
evidenced with the translocation of soil
and propagules from the heath community which existed on the adjacent
school site prior to clearing.
Time has come –
indeed is well past
– when we must
stop the mining of
coastal sand dunes
for inappropriate
development. A
consistent effort
should be made
now, and continued indefinitely
into the future, to
bolster and rehabilitate these sites,
to provide better
protection, better
habitat and better
visual landscape
amenity along our
valuable and eroding coastline.
The erosion,
urbanisation and
sand mining of the
past 50 years need
to be balanced with

Kings Forest Report
Tweed Shire, christened as the Green Caldera by once Environment Minister Peter Garrett, is famous for one of the highest
biodiversity levels in Australia and infamous for the greatest
level of biodiversity loss in N.S.W. thanks to the fact that the
majority of Tweed councillors are pro-development. But in the
case of Kings Forest, a massive housing development for approx
15,000 people worth approx $2 billion, NSW State Planning
took control under the massively unpopular Part 3a legislation,
depriving the council of all controls.
According to ecologists, if this development is approved, it will be goodbye
koalas on Tweed coast within 5-10
years.
Kings Forest development plans include 4500 housing lots, a golf course,
two primary schools, and shopping facilities, to occupy a large area between
Kingscliff and Cabarita with a single
entrance along Tweed Coast Road.
The social impacts of this development
are huge. Just what will life look like
with another 15,000 or so people driving around, looking for parking, jobs,
needing infrastructure like hospitals,
schools, libraries? Who will pay for
the infrastructure - ratepayers?
While it is commonly believed by local
businessmen that this will be good for
business, the truth is that an increase
in population may not automatically
create employment, because most of
the jobs created will be short term
construction jobs and at the same time
there will be an increase in job seekers.
There are so many environmental impacts of this development, especially
the risk to the remaining population
of 144 Tweed Coast koalas, placing the
population at high risk of localised
extinction. Also at risk are 21 Threatened Species of fauna including the
Wallum Froglet, Wallum Sedge frog,
Grass Owl, Bush Stone Curlew and
Long-Nosed Potoroo, 6 species of flora
and 3 endangered ecological communities who survive on the areas in and
around the Cudgen Nature reserve.
Many changes will be needed to
protect the adjacent Cudgen Nature

Reserve and State Significant Cudgen
Lake, which could well be at risk. The
developer should be sure to dedicate
land to the Nature Reserve ahead of
the development so that the flora and
fauna can be protected from the bulk
earthworks. Bulk earthworks will
move 1 million cubic meters to flatten
out the site for housing. The development application has not indicated
when the land will become reserve, it
may happen after it has already been
seriously disturbed. Fencing of the
nature reserve should also happen
ahead of the development to protect
fauna that try to move through the
development. The fencing should be
of a different specification to what is
proposed by the developer - it needs to
be floppy top cyclone fencing, or the
koalas will climb over it.
Friends of the Cudgen Nature Reserve
is concerned about the water course
to Cudgen Lake, and also the drainage pattern which appears to be using
Blacks Creek as the major channel to
drain KF which then goes through the
nature reserve. Unless certain extra
measures are taken, this development
will threaten the viability of the nature
reserve, a jewel in the Tweed Coast.
In addition to Section 94 contributions, there should be an environmental maintenance fund established
by the developer because a lot of the
environmental measures they propose have no monitoring, feedback or
evaluation. It’s not realistic to assume
people are going to move in with their
dogs and just obey a few signs.
Kings Forest has confusion and
conflicting development application

information. It has almost no Ecologically Sustainable Development
‘footprints’ concerning the future
wellbeing of the people who currently
live and work on the Tweed Coast. The
demonstrated community consultation and awareness about this development is completely lacking. The owner
and developer of Kings Forest is not
even a Tweed Shire resident, who has
cleared and mismanaged valuable ecological wetland areas, native wildlife
habitats and altered catchment profiles
of Tweed coastal land. There has been
no invitation to qualified individuals
with excellent local knowledge who
could help the developer and workers
on the property manage it in a sensible
ecologically sustainable framework.
There should at least be a moratorium
placed on this development by the
NSW and Federal governments until
issues of past rezoning processes, past
and current land and water management issues and illegal clearing of valuable ecological habitat are resolved.
It is up to the NSW State and Federal
governments to actively pursue these
questionable issues.
Many in the community are voicing an urgent need for remedy to
the current mismanagement of this
development and to the development’s
processes which needs to be addressed
before further works continue on the
site. The habitat and ecological damage that has already occurred could
take decades to repair, some may
never be repaired, if the development
goes ahead as per current planning
documents. Nor does there appear to
be any documented environmental
benchmarks attached to the past and
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current development process by which
environmental accountability can be
assessed.
The cost of this urgent remedy should
be borne by the developer, not Tweed
shire community. The valuable community environmental volunteers who
have been serving the Tweed coast for
many years appear to have been very
poorly treated by the regime that is
Kings Forest Part 3a development.
On 11th December, approximately
70 protesters assembled peacefully
to protest against Kings Forest. The
developer had their own rent-a-crowd
comprised of people who seemed to be

their employees (most of whom had
Queensland number plates) wearing
identical black wrap-around sunglasses and their kids, all holding virtually identical (mostly professionally
printed) placards saying ‘WE WANT
JOBS, WE WANT HOSPITALS, WE
WANT SCHOOLS, WE WANT A
FUTURE’. Some protesters alledgedly
overheard Leda’s manager Reg van Rij
say to one of them who approached
him with a question “You are not supposed to know me.” The rent-a-crowd
protesting our protest began by rudely
placing their signs over ours. Apart
from this flagrantly defiant act, and
a few wheelies near our information
tent, there was no trouble. Some con-

versation between their head protester
and us revealed that they honestly
believed that all the threatened species
should be just moved out and put in
a sanctuary somewhere. When one of
our protesters commented that there
had been illegal clearing at Blacks’
Creek, they all looked sheepishly to
the ground and said “No comment”.
For more information on Kings Forest, go to http://bluecray.org or http://
candobetter.net/node/2746
Check the CEC website calendar for
Kings Forest meetings.

By Menkit Prince

ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
By Samuel K Dawson, BASc (Hons)

While sustainable development is
criticised as an oxymoron, hypocritical or unachievable by the dark green
camp, it does represent a tangible
and practical path towards a sustainable future as it integrates economy,
ethics and the environment (Hundloe
2008). There have been significant
institutional hurdles in implementing
sustainable development, not least the
apparent lip-service it receives from
established corporations, but the fact
that ‘triple-bottom line’ accounting is
now a mandatory inclusion in all business reports and government policy
indicates that there is a possibility that
such concepts may be taken seriously
(Jones 2004, Hundloe 2008).
Ecologically Sustainable Development
(ESD), or sustainability represents an
attempt to create a new paradigm that
merges both progressive economic
theory with the complexity of ecological knowledge (Beder 1996, Jones
2004, Norton 2008, Hundloe 2008).
ESD is associated with a whole range
of criteria that are excellent goals, but
have rarely been achieved (Beder 1996,
Jones 2004).
Understanding the concept of the
precautionary principle in particular
has been a major challenge for govern-
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ments. While it has been made a part
of legislation (eg. The NSW Protection
of the Environment Administration
Act, 1991) it is rarely applied (Whelan
et al., 2004). The approval process for
many developments will rarely consider the principles of ESD. This is largely
due to a misunderstanding about the
intent of such provisions. The intent
is to guide decision makers to err on
the side of caution and request greater
information about the impact of developments on the environment (Whelan
et al., 2004).
The principles of ESD have been
made part of some legislation such
as the Environmental Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999).
However, actually enforcing these
guidelines can be a major problem
for government, developers and the
community (Whelan 2004). The
NSW state has recently revised much
legislation designed to protect the
environment such as Threatened Species Conservation Amendment 2006
Biodiversity Banking and the revision
of part 3A Major Projects (2005) of the
EP&A Act (1979), the National Parks
and Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
(Visitors and Tourists), and in particular The Major Events Bill (2009),
which enabled a rally race through

national parks and private residences.
This revisional activity is construed by
some to be a deliberate agenda on the
part of government to diminish the
quality of environmental protection
and stifle public opposition by legitimising the destruction. The process of
environmental awareness continues
to be a clash of ideologies, and instead
of building a unified ‘shared belief’ in
matters like climate change as proposed by Marshall (2009), our perspectives are divergent and dependent
on pre-existing worldviews (Simmons
1993, Hulme 2009
Beder, S. (1996). The Nature of Sustainable Development. Newham, Victoria, Scribe Publications.
Hulme, M. (2009). Why We Disagree About Climate
Chnage: Understanding Controversy, Inaction and
Opportunity. USA
Hundloe, T. (2008). From Buddha to Bono: Seeking
Sustainability. Docklands, Vic., Australia, JoJo
Publishing.
Jones, G. (2004). People and Environment: A Global
Approach. Harlow, England, Pearson Education
Limited.
Marshall, G. (2009). “Are you a believer?” New
Scientist No 2718(25 July 2009): 24-25.
Norton, B. G. (2005). Sustainability: A philosophy of
Adaptive Ecosystem Management. Chicago, USA.,
University of Chicago Press.
Simmons, I. G. (1989). Changing the Face of the
Earth: Culture, Environment, History. Oxford, UK,
Blackwell.
Whelan, R. J., Brown, C. L., and Farrier D. (2004).
The Precautionary Principle: What is it and how
might it be applied in threatened species conservation? Threatened Species Legislation: is it just an
Act? P. Hutchings, Lunney, D., and Dickman, C.
Mosman, NSW, Royal Zoological Society of New
South Wales: 49-58.
Wright, R. W., and Nebel, B . J. (2002). Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable Future. USA,
Prentice Hall.

the Kerry Blockade
The experiences and recollections of Michael & Julie
McNamara

The blockade finished on Saturday
21/1/12. After a 2 hour late night drive
we crawled into bed at home at 2am on
Sunday morning.
It was great!
Both of us were able to make real
contributions to the success of the
blockade. Michael provided support
to the organisers in terms of strategic directions, media, police liaison
and liaison with Arrow. I supported
Heidi and Innes (the organisers) with
welcome advice about managing communication with those involved in the
blockade (especially about managing
relations between locals and visitors)
and helped get the kitchen area organised so it was manageable.
We were both very touched when, at
the party on Saturday night to celebrate both the end of the blockade
and the 40th birthday of one of the
organisers, we were both called out
and thanked for our contribution to
the success of the blockade.
It will never be said by Arrow Energy,
but we are quite sure we got them to
stop the drilling before they were finished and moved them out of town.
Communication with mining companies is always a web of lies so we can’t
trust a word they say. They insisted
they had finished the exploratory drill
then packed up, but even the police
were caught by surprise when the drill
came down overnight 2 days early. One
police officer was overheard to say he
didn’t think they had got to the coal, as
the slurry coming up was only a very
pale brown, he never saw it turn black.
It also seemed strange because they
had lost 3 days work because of the
blockade.
Whatever happened, it was a public
relations disaster for Arrow from day
one, and the media had a field day with
them for the ten days we were there.

Day 1 saw 9 local landholders arrested
and charged with failing to follow
police directions when they tried to
block entry to the site. They were very
much in control of the situation, having decided to be arrested in defence of
their community.
Day 2 saw a protester, a young teacher
from Walgett, see an opportunity
while his comrades were being arrested. The gate was left und and scaled the
rig like a monkey with only 1 policeman in pursuit. It was a snap decision,
he only said 5 mins before that he
couldn’t afford to get arrested as it may
affect his employment, but there he
was. He had done his bit and was now
sitting on top of a rig, with no hat or
water. He had of course taken nothing. The day was getting hotter, and we
soon started asking police to get him
water, but for 23 hours they refused.
Northern Rivers locals were very
prominent in the blockade. Alan and
Wanda chose to be arrested when they
blocked the gate. It was a real hoot
seeing them taken away, especially as
Wanda laid limp on the ground and it
took 5 police to carry her away. Alan’s
experience and advice was very much
appreciated by the organisers. Wanda’s
character and humour were a hit. It
was a brilliant image when someone
managed to place a Lock The Gate sign
on the back of the paddy wagon as they
were driven away.
Daniel was a hero. Not once did he
complain, and not once did he indicate
he wanted to come down.
We couldn’t have asked for a better
person to get the attention. He was well
educated on the CSG issue and was
well spoken, and was soon heard to be
educating the police who surrounded
him, and was keeping himself busy
speaking to all media via his mobile
phone, the only thing he had with
him...what a godsend!
Excitement soon turned to concern as

the day grew hotter, and it was even
worse as the sun started to settle on the
horizon with neither the police nor Arrow prepared to supply him with water,
nor prepared to find a resolution.
We all felt such pride as we prepared
for bed that night, but wishing him
good night was very difficult. A roster
was arranged so that he would always
have someone nearby during the night,
and thankfully so, as at about 3 am,
they turned the huge spotlights on him
and Daniel was soon screaming abuse
and threatening to jump if they didn’t
get the lights off him.
Within minutes the camp below was in
uproar. We screamed and chanted, get
the lights off, and soon they were.
The next morning, Bob Irwin arrived
and a meeting was organised with Arrow, attended by the local “Scenic Rim”
blockade organisers and Scott Collins
and I representing Lock the Gate.
Arrow undertook to answer the requests from the local community and
return to the site and provide answers
within 24 hours. They never did!
Locals were asking that water bore
testing, aquifer testing and genuine
community consultation be undertaken before drilling commenced, so
if there was damage done, it could
be proven. Despite the promise, that
request was never fulfilled, and we are
left asking, why not? What are they
scared of?
It was the first of a litany of lies, but
Daniel did come down, with the help
of the local fire crew and a big cherry
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ices pro bono and Daniel was back the
very next night accompanied by about
30 friends from Brisbane. The next day,
they all left for Brisbane, and staged a
sit in at Arrow Headquarters and tried
to begin negotiations again for the water testing...to no avail, just more lies.
We had to leave the blockade on Sunday night to attend Michael’s mother’s
funeral in Sydney, but we got back asap
on Friday morning, only to be told all
had been pretty quiet since we left, and
the only news was that Arrow was back
in drilling mode, with 3 more arrests
made. Morale around the camp was
low, but news in the media going out
across the country kept us together.
But we were all out of ideas until a local farmer offered his suggestion.

picker. As Bob Irwin had explained,
he had done his job, the media had the
story and there was little left to gain by
him staying up there.
Daniel came down a hero, and was
quickly whisked off by the police, who
took him off and charged him with 3
charges:
1
not follow police
instruction,
2
trespass and
3
“undertake unregulated high risk activity”
and then took him to hospital for his
dehydration to be treated.
They kept him in custody until he
faced court on the Monday. This really
upset the magistrate who said he could
not understand why they had done
that “over such minor charges”.
A barrister had already arrived at the
site from Byron Bay offering his serv-
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A blockade of local farmers could
come on Sunday. He thought they
might be able to make a difference. It
was great to hear the local landowners were prepared to get involved. The
conservative nature of country people
had been a real barrier up until this
time and apparently they had real apprehensions about these odd activist
people coming to town. Seems over
a few days, we had shown them that
activists are often people just like them
and not the types often portrayed by
the media and the activists got to meet
the farmers. It was good to see the
dreadlocks shaking hands with the
farmers and admiration coming from
both sides.
This plan had to be stepped up because we woke on Saturday morning
to find the rig was already down, and
again we had been deceived. With no
notice Rod Anderson, the local farmer,
couldn’t get as many farmers to come
at such short notice (cows can’t wait to
be milked) but they did give him their
hats, symbolic of the people who work
the land.
Rod’s speech was emotional and
inspiring and has received national
media attention. Even the police were
heard to comment that they were not
prepared to touch the hats that the
farmers (and their supporters) had
thrown down in front of the Arrow
Energy trucks as a challenge.
You can view his speech on You

Tube at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dX8lRlucOWc
The locals were wonderful. As is usual
when disaster strikes in the country,
they went into cooking mode!
We had food coming out of our ears.
One older couple arrived every morning about 6.30 to provide and cook
bacon, sausages and eggs for all ...
remember the blockade was about 50
people at least on most days.
Fresh fruit arrived daily, boxes of
the stuff, milk, bread, ice, cakes and
biscuits. Every night another couple
arrived with a fantastic hot meal for
everyone.
Mining rigs, generators etc make a
horrible noise, but the sound of our
laughter and conversation most often
filled the valley.
The blockade achieved some remarkable results. It pushed the LNP to commit to not allowing any production
wells in the Scenic Rim. It will also
have an impact across Queensland by
highlighting the failure of CSG companies to comply with the Qld Petroleum
and Gas Act requirement to obtain
local Council approval for any “building” works.
This report has wandered all over the
place. We apologise, but it’s so hard
to give a report, to tell everything we
experienced.
All we can say, and we are sure we
speak for the other 6 members (Sledge,
Danielle, Geoff, Joyce, Alec and Jan)
who attended from the NRG and the
many who came from other groups in
the Northern Rivers, is that it was a
great experience.
We can only offer as advice to others
who couldn’t attend to make sure you
are there next time...you won’t be sorry.
We plan to attend other blockades in
the future where we will catch up with
what are now old friends.
If you think a protest is good – a blockade is 10 times better.
Julie McNamara

NRG Report

Hello and welcome to 2012, a year that
will probably be less about Mayans
than about money.
NRG has entered the new era determined to continue as a grass-roots
egalitarian group reflecting public
concerns about appropriate development in the Northern Rivers. I am
very proud of what we have achieved
over 3 years of activism and advocacy.
The foul-smelling fumes of the reckless
car rally have been banished from our
forests and the pristine waters of Byrrill Creek saved from being dammed.
But this is no time to rest on our
laurels. We are dealing with important issues that will shape our
world and the future depends on
us! Important wildlife conservation areas must be linked with
corridors protected by the Biolink
Project. Much of the land which
was to go under water if a dam was
constructed belongs to the Tweed
Council. That means it is owned by
the public! Yet a Council obsessed
by money may log the trees and sell
the land.
A reduction in use of fossil fuels –
especially coal seam gas – in favour
of renewable technologies is likely
to be the key to the survival of
ecosystems on Earth.
The rush to exploit and export
Australia’s resources is supported
by governments at home and
overseas (at home FOR overseas?)
If we pollute the air, land and water
in the process what will we tell our
grandchildren?
On the local level the rich and
greedy continue their push to
extend the Gold Coast urban
sprawl all along the Tweed coast .
The spin is always the same : “You
can’t stop progress.” I believe that
we do not want to stop progress so
much as to define progress. We are
told …and told...and told…that we
don’t have the right to decide how
we want our landscape to be in the
future, that such decisions must be
left to the politicians and their developer mates. Yet no one can say
why a few rich men in Sydney and
Canberra - and China ! - should
determine what it will be like to
live here in the Northern Rivers. When I ask I am usually told,

“Vested interests make big donations
to political campaigns.”
Well, maybe we need to recruit some
campaign donations ourselves…not
from the vested interests but from the
locals who will suffer from overdevelopment. We don’t want to live on the
Gold Coast. Those that do may freely
move there. No one has more right to
decide what will happen here than the
current residents. The future depends
on the decisions we make today. I
suggest we start by getting behind
some candidates who are committed

to representing the residents…not the
lackeys of the big developers.
This year may well be the end of the
world as we know it. The Mayan calendar may end in 2012, but I think we’ll
keep going. What sort of world will we
leave for the future? You decide. We
can start with electing a better Tweed
Shire Council in September. If you
want to help , phone me on 66745 213
or 66897 466
By Scott Sledge NRG President
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Big Solar Boot camp Dr Fiona McCormick
I’ve just come back from the
Big Solar Boot Camp in Sydney,
inspired to take part here in the
Tweed and to get others involved.
It is a 100% positive campaign
and very well organised: as Justin
Field from the Lock the Gate Alliance said - people are looking for
a positive way forward from the
CSG issue and this is it!
The Big Solar objective is to get
2000 megawatts of solar power
committed to by the end of 2012.
This is equivalent to the amount
of coal-fired power being shut
down. We need to replace this re-

tiring coal power with renewable
energy - not gas.
   
Longer term, 2000MW will put
us firmly on the road to switching
to 100% renewable energy.

The “Big Solar Poll” aims to get
10,000 people surveyed around
the country and the results taken
to their local Federal MPs. The
questions are simple and will ideally be shown with a picture of
a solar thermal plant (Big Solar,
capable of producing 15 hours of
steam after the sun goes down, i.e:
baseload energy)

When the Tweed/Richmond poll
has been finalised and collated it
will be presented to our MP, Justine Elliot, and she will be asked
specifically to write a letter to the
energy minister Martin Ferguson
(cc us) telling him what percentage in her electorate wants Big
Solar and asking him to ensure
that the $10b available through the
Clean Energy Finance Corporation goes to renewables NOT gas
(as there is a big risk that at least
50% will go to gas). We then want
a commitment that she will follow
him up to get an answer (cc us).

Gas no answer to climate change
By Dr Paul Taylor, Ed/Author: The Biochar Revolution http://biochar-books.com
The evidence is that we now need
to reverse human impact on the
earth’s climate system on a decadal timescale to keep the climate
safe for civilization. This is not the
1970’s when the climate issue was
first being raised and a measured
100 year plan may have rescued
us. We are making only negative
progress in reducing CO2 emissions - and while it is fundamentally important we do reduce them,
the benefits will accrue decades
later.

is complicated by the difference
in atmospheric residence times,12
years for methane and multiple
timescales for CO2 with the mean
considered to be 100 years. For
example, while the 100 year GWP
of methane is 25, the 20 year GWP
is 72 (2007 IPCC AR4 p212). This
means that if the same mass of
methane and carbon dioxide were
introduced into the atmosphere,
methane will trap 72 times more
heat than the carbon dioxide over
the next 20 years.

Furthermore every year of delay
increases the expense of removing
the increasing excess CO2 from
the atmosphere.

Methane’s Global Warming Potential is further complicated by the
fact that methane undergoes short
term reactions in the atmosphere
(while CO2 is relatively unreactive in the atmosphere). Drew
Shindell, a climatologist at
NASA’s Goddard Institute calculates that methane’s actual impact
on climate may be twice previous
estimates due in part to its conversion to another greenhouse gas,
ozone in the troposphere <http://
www.physorg.com/news5258.
html> <http://www.physorg.com/

Methane has a short residence
time in the atmosphere, about a
decade, so reducing its emissions
represents a fast track to abating climate change escalation
and pushing off looming tipping
points.
Comparing methane and CO2
global warming potentials (GWP)

news5258.html> Shindell said,
“Control of methane emissions
turns out to be a more powerful
lever to control global warming
than would be anticipated.”
Conversely emission of CO2 both
in earlier development of the western nations and now in China and
India, is associated with particulate, which mask and therefore
effectively postpone some of the
long term warming due to CO2.
This makes the relative practical
contribution of methane, in the
important short term, even higher.
We need to tackle human caused
methane emissions seriously and
urgently if we want to avoid a
serious tipping point in the natural
methane cycle, the massive release
of frozen methane from warming
oceans and thawing permafrost.
Once this happens the climate will
be out of human control. Recent
reports from Siberia have found
methane bubbles surging up in
numerous kilometer wide “pipes”
in the arctic ocean.
TREE
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Tweed CAN Report
Tweed Can has been gaining quite a
reputation for hosting intelligent and
informative talks on the subjects of
climate change and renewable energy in
Murwillumbah. Recently we decided to
venture just a little out of our comfort
zone, and hosted a talk and discussion at the South Tweed bowls Club.
Some of us were a little nervous about
whether people from the coast would
come, but we felt it was time that the
other side of town experience a little of
what we had to offer.
In the end about 50 people turned up to
listen to John Cook, author of Skeptical
Science.com and recent winner of the
Australian Museum Eureka prize for
advancement of climate change knowledge.

by Judy Oakenfull

and both asked some great questions
that really added to the debate. John
Cook later wrote about the evening
on his website. Along with praise for
Tweed CAN he said, “In all the public
talks I’d given up until then, surprisingly I’d never once had a contrarian
stand up in the audience and confront
me with a climate myth. Finally, that
disappointing streak ended at Tweed
with a number of challenging questions.”
Well if there’s one thing the Tweed can
provide, its seems it’s Climate Skeptics.
You can read more of John Cook’s
comments on his website http://www.
skepticalscience.com/Public-talk-Global-Warming-The-Full-Picture.html.
You can also view a video of the talk
and discussion at this link.

There were familiar faces who had
made the trip from inland, but we were
pleased to see quite a few new faces as
well. Personally, I was also pleased that
a couple of familiar local “skeptics”
turned up too. I felt it was great to have
them there to represent the ‘other side’

This year Tweed CAN is set to continue
it’s successful relationship with the
100% Renewable Energy campaign.
Last year Tweed CAN members held
hundreds of conversations with Tweed

residents about renewable energy and
presented the results of these conversations to Justine Elliot. Unfortunately
Elliot’s response was much cooler than
her fellow Labor North Coaster, Janelle
Safron, who embraced the 100%
campaign wholeheartedly. At least we
found that Elliot was keen to hear the
comments made to her.
This year, NRG and the CEC will join
us as we work to campaign for a big
solar thermal plant in Australia. They
already have these in Europe and
America, so we don’t believe there is
any excuse for not having at least one in
sunny Australia.
Our Solar campaign will be launched
on the 14th of March, 7pm at the Imperial Hotel in Murwillumbah, so please
come along and be part of the solution!!
The night will include an introduction
to the campaign by Tweed CAN president Yasir Assam. A talk by Al Gore
trained presenter, Dr Fiona McCormack and an update on the Beyond Zero
Emissions project by Dr Paul Taylor.

SHOP CEC

Party ware,
Local ethical clothing,
For Fauna identification,

Palm Oil free soap,

Sun protection,

and other goodies!

TREE

11

Colin Drake, is the volunteer-coordinator of the Caldera Environment Centre and has resided, for the
last thirty years, in a simple, solar-powered, farmhouse which has water tanks and a septic system. He
and his wife work in a basic bush pottery producing domestic, and restaurant, ware on kick wheels.
Each year they have lived happily with an income which is well below the official ‘poverty level’. He
has written three books on ‘Awakening’: Beyond the Separate Self, A Light Unto Your Self, and Poetry
From Beyond The Separate Self, plus one which compares the world’s five major religions entitled
Humanity Our Place in the Universe.

The Environment and Awareness
The major factors in the degradation
of the environment are unsustainable
exploitation of natural resources and
overpopulation. These are caused by
those two ‘old chestnuts’ greed and
lust, which unfortunately seem to be
endemic to the unenlightened human
condition. It seems fairly apparent that
to overcome the environmental catastrophe that looms these two negative
factors need to be drastically curtailed,
which is not going to occur by global
greenhouse agreements or local environmental activism.

For it does not matter how
many ‘accords’ governments
sign, or minor victories local
greenies chalk up, if humanity
does not change for the better
these will all be in vain. If politicians, and nations, continue
to be driven by their own greed
then the agreements will not
be honored and larger development projects will be approved,
wiping away the ‘gains’ obtained by local environmental
groups.
‘Raise awareness’ I hear you say and
hold the politicians accountable …
that should do it! Unfortunately, even
if corrupt politicians are slowly rooted
out, their place tends to be taken by
people of similar ilk, or if this does
not occur then big business will just
corrupt those ‘on the edge’ by offering larger bribes. Politicians are also
corrupted, from their high ideals, by
the greed for power. This may seem
to be a somewhat cynical view but
history will bear it out. Even such
radical changes as the Russian Revolution suffered from the same fate, as its
leaders proved as corrupt, and corruptible, as those they replaced. And as
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for the ‘liberated democratic’ Russia,
freed by returning to capitalism and
subservience to ‘market forces’, well
we all know the situation there where
big business, corruption and criminal
syndicates hold sway.
So what about ‘raising awareness’? This
seems to be all that’s left … Yes, but
awareness of what? If we raise humanity’s awareness of the looming environmental crisis this may change some
people’s behavior for the better, but
will it fix the two core problems of lust
and greed? For it does not matter how
much we reduce our own personal carbon foot print, this will not solve the
crisis if humanity continues to overpopulate The Earth and if most people
are still basically greedy. Environmental activism, although useful and
praiseworthy, is still only ’trimming
the branches and leaves’ rather than attacking the root of the problem. What
is needed is a paradigm shift away
from personal interest and towards
acting for the common good, which
will not occur as long as we identify
ourselves as separate individual beings
living in a hostile universe.
“But surely that’s what we are” I hear
many of you say … However, this is
just an illusion caused by misidentification, regarding ourselves as separate objects in a universe of separate
objects. For as long as we think we are
separate entities then it is very difficult
to transcend personal interest, lust
and greed. The fact that this is just an
illusion can be seen by investigating
the nature of our moment to moment
existence, see the appendix. When
this is carried out we become ‘aware of
awareness’ which the Buddha regarded
as the ‘first factor of enlightenment’.
The second factor he gives is ‘investigation of the way’ which is exactly what
the appendix does, resulting in discov-

ering that, at the deepest level, we are
awareness itself! The outcome of this
is, at this deeper level, we relate to others in a much more loving, wholesome
way, for it becomes clear that there is
in fact no separation between ourselves
and others, as we share the same constant conscious subjective presence.
In fact identifying with the deeper
level of our being, pure awareness,
enhances our humanity immeasurably;
and if this were the common condition
then all instances of man’s inhumanity to his (or her) fellow man would be
consigned to history. For, this deeper
identification leads to joy, peace, love
of all beings (in fact of the whole of
existence) and true selfless compassion. This is because at this level there
is no separation as all of manifestation
is seen to be just the play of consciousness, cosmic energy, movements
in consciousness itself. When this
realization occurs then lust naturally
diminishes, as it no longer enslaves us,
and greed is a thing of the past.
This would truly be the best of all
worlds for humanity, as we all seek joy
and peace; the problem is in general
that we look in the wrong place, the external world, rather than the centre of
our own being. So to create this Utopia
we need to commit to identifying with
the deeper level of pure awareness, and
to encourage those around us to do the
same. The more we become established
in this level of identification the closer
we come to the peak of human existence and thus the more we enhance
our true humanity.
So, in conclusion, I maintain that the
solution to the environmental crisis is
for humanity to ‘awaken’ by becoming
aware of, and identifying with, awareness itself. After which we live more
simply, as we are not seeking for hap-

piness in material possessions, for we
discover that happiness is truly (and
always) within. In this way our carbon
footprint will be naturally lowered and
we will be more inclined to eschew
self-interest and act for the common
good.

‘perceiver’ of thoughts and sensations
and that which is always present. Even
during sleep there is awareness of
dreams and of the quality of that sleep;
and there is also awareness of sensations; if a sensation becomes strong
enough, such as a sound or uncomfortable sensation, one will wake up.

Method:

All thoughts and sensations appear
in awareness, exist in awareness, and
subside back into awareness. Before
any particular thought or sensation
there is effortless awareness of ‘what
is’: the sum of all thoughts and sensations occurring at any given instant.
During the thought or sensation in
question there is effortless awareness
of it within ‘what is’. Then when it has
gone there is still effortless awareness
of ‘what is’.

Below follows a simple method to investigate the nature of reality starting
with one’s own moment to moment
experience. You need to let go of all
pre-conceived ideas of who, or what,
you ‘are’ and start from a position of
‘knowing nothing’. The investigation
need to be carried out in a scientific,
experimental, spirit. Each step should
be considered until one experiences,
or ‘sees’, its validity before moving
on to the following step. That is to
say that you should ‘test’ each one by
considering it to see if it corresponds
to your own direct experience. If you
reach a step where you do not find this
possible, continue on regardless in the
same way, and hopefully the flow of
the investigation will make this step
clear. By all means examine each step
critically but with an open mind, for if
you only look for ‘holes’ that’s all you
will find!
Consider the following statement:
‘Life, for each of us, is just a series of
moment-to-moment experiences’.
These experiences start when we are
born and continue until we die, rushing headlong after each other, so that
they seem to merge into a whole that
we call ‘my life’. However, if we stop to
look we can readily see that, for each
of us, every moment is just an experience.

So the body/mind is experienced as a
flow of ephemeral objects appearing in
this awareness, the ever present subject. For each of us any external object
or thing is experienced as a combination of thought and sensation, i.e. you
may see it, touch it, know what it is
called, and so on. The point is that for
us to be aware of anything, real or imaginary, requires thought about and/or
sensation of that thing and it is awareness of these thoughts and sensations
that constitutes our experience.

Therefore this awareness is the
constant substratum in which
all things appear to arise, exist
and subside. In addition, all
living things rely on awareness of their environment to
exist and their behaviour is
directly affected by this. At the
level of living cells and above
this is self-evident, but it has
Any moment of experience has only
three elements: thoughts (including all been shown that even electrons
mental images), sensations (everything change their behaviour when
sensed by the body and its sense or(aware of) being observed! Thus
gans) and awareness of these thoughts
and sensations. Emotions and feelings this awareness exists at a deeper
level than body/mind (and
are a combination of thought and
sensation.
matter/energy ) and we are this
awareness!
Thoughts and sensations are ephemeral, that is they come and go, and are
objects, i.e. ‘things’ that are perceived.
Awareness is the constant subject, the

Every ‘thing’ that is occurring in consciousness is a manifestation of cosmic
energy, for the string theory and
the earlier theory of relativity show
that matter is in fact energy, which is
consciousness in motion (or motion in
consciousness). For energy is synonymous with motion and consciousness
is the substratum, or deepest level, of
all existence.
Now all motion arises in stillness,
exists in stillness, is known by its comparison with stillness, and eventually
subsides back into stillness. For example, if you walk across a room, before
you start there is stillness, as you walk
the room is still and you know you are
moving relative to this stillness, and
when you stop once again there is stillness. In the same way every ‘thing’
(consciousness in motion, or motion
in consciousness) arises in awareness (consciousness at rest), exists in
awareness, is known in awareness and
subsides back into awareness. Awareness is still, but is the container of all
potential energy which is continually
bubbling up into manifestation (physical energy) and then subsiding back
into stillness.
E-books by Colin Drake may be sampled and purchased at www.nonduality.com They are available in paperback at www.lulu.com

Awareness can also be defined as
universal consciousness when it is
totally at rest, completely still; aware of
everything that is occurring within it.
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THE GREEN THING

This has been doing the email rounds for a while now, but we felt it was well worth reprinting in TREE
In the line at the store, the cashier told
an older woman that she should bring
her own grocery bags because plastic
bags weren’t good for the environment.
The woman apologized to her and
explained, “We didn’t have the green
thing back in my day.”
The clerk responded, “That’s our problem today. Your generation did not care
enough to save our environment.”
She was right — our generation didn’t
have the green thing in its day.
Back then, we returned milk bottles,
soda bottles and beer bottles to the
store. The store sent them back to the
plant to be washed and sterilized and
refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. So they really were
recycled.
But we didn’t have the green thing back
in our day.
We walked up stairs, because we didn’t
have an escalator in every store and office building. We walked to the grocery
store and didn’t climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go
two blocks.
But she was right. We didn’t have the
green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby’s dia-
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pers because we didn’t have the throwaway kind. We dried clothes on a line,
not in an energy gobbling machine
burning up 220 volts — wind and solar
power really did dry the clothes. Kids
got hand-me-down clothes from their
brothers or sisters, not always brandnew clothing. But that old lady is right;
we didn’t have the green thing back in
our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in
the house — not a TV in every room.
And the TV had a small screen the size
of a handkerchief (remember them?),
not a screen the size of the state of
Montana.
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred
by hand because we didn’t have electric
machines to do everything for us. If
an appliance broke we had it fixed, not
shipped to landfill.
When we packaged a fragile item to
send in the mail, we used a wadded up
old newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap.
Back then, we didn’t fire up an engine
and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn.
We used a push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working
so we didn’t need to go to a health club

to run on treadmills that operate on
electricity.
But she’s right; we didn’t have the green
thing back then.
We drank from a fountain when we
were thirsty instead of using a cup or a
plastic bottle every time we had a drink
of water.
We refilled writing pens with ink
instead of buying a new pen, and we
replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor
just because the blade got dull.
But we didn’t have the green thing back
then.
Back then, people took the bus and kids
rode their bikes to school or walked
instead of turning their moms into a
24-hour taxi service.
We had one electrical outlet in a room,
not an entire bank of sockets to power a
dozen appliances. And we didn’t need a
computerized gadget to receive a signal
beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out
in space in order to find the nearest
pizza joint.
But isn’t it sad the current generation
laments how wasteful we old folks were
just because we didn’t have the green
thing back then?

Man of the Trees
Local film maker, Graeme Cooney, has made a documentary on well
known , highly regarded and much loved local pioneer in things environmental , particularly native tree regeneration, Bruce Chick.
Bruce was well known in the Tweed and surrounding areas as ‘the
Man of The Trees’. We are surrounded by trees in the valley planted
by him that have left us a lasting legacy. He planeted many thousands
of trees by with his own hands plus oversaw the planting of over 1.6
million more in the Tweed Brunswick area .
The film is being screened as part of the Byron Bay Film Festival at 6
pm on the 10th of March at the Regent Cinema . It not only contains
all you would expect to see in a documentary about him including
his life , his conservation efforts , his pioneering reforestation efforts (rainforest species in particular) but also the film contains the
complete history of the Campaign to save the Border Ranges. That
campaign spanned 106 years and involved four generations of people.
People will be surprised to find out who they actually were . This is a
story few conservationists would know and was put together through
discussions with key figures involved in the campaign.
Tickets can be purchased from the Regent cineama and bookings
can be made through the Byron Film Festival web site bbff.com.au.
Anyone wanting to go would be advised to get in early as it will likely
sell very quickly. There are several other great environmental films
screening at the festival so be sure to check it out!

CAPTAIN SAGE
ARIES 		

With rights come responsibilities, and that
could include changing your socks more
than once a week.

TAURUS

Life is a mass of contradictions, Taurus,
so don’t get too upset when you contradict
yourself now and then.

GEMINI

Now is the time to do what you really,
really want to do. Then again, you could
leave it till next year if you like.

CANCER

You might not be a fashion icon, Cancer,
but whatever you put on, wear it with
conviction.

LEO

There are two directions you can take in
life – complaining more or complaining
less.I think we both know what’s the easy
option.

VIRGO

Why not resolve to harass one less spider
per week from now on? A small step, perhaps, but good for all concerned.

LIBRA 		

Watch out, Libra. What you say on someone else’s messagebank can never ever be
retracted.

SCORPIO

Why does the world expect you to cope
with the internet age when you have only
just gotten past cassette tapes?

SAGITTARIUS

All things in moderation, Sagittarius,
including moderation – but also including
the moderation of moderation.

CAPRICORN
The last issue of TREE had photos of some of the local frog
species who could be at threat if a dam at Byrrill creek ever
gets the go ahead.
According to local frog expert John Pumpurs, there are so
many frog species in the local area, it is very easy for people
to get them confused. A common problem is people mistaking endangered frogs for cane toads. While we didn’t go
that far at TREE we did make a few errors in the names of
the frogs. John has produced some excellent posters to assist
with frog identification. These are available from the CEC
shop or
www.thefrogprints.com.au

Finally, the tables are turning. You better
savour it while it lasts, because the tide
might turn against you sooner than you
think.

AQUARIUS

I know you have a cynical streak, Aquarius, so by all means keep on believing
you’re the master of your own destiny, and
the stars have nothing to do with it.

PISCES

I don’t want to sound too discouraging,
but a few plans might come unstuck thisMonth. Well, sit back and enjoy the chaos.

COMING UP:
Caldera Environment Centre Meetings NEW TIME 5.30pm 2nd Weds of the month at the Shop.
Caldera Institute for Sustainable Community Development: Farmers Market at the Murwillumbah Showgrounds every Wednesday from 7am - 11 am.
Earth Learning: for meetings, talks and events, contact Adrienne on 66791439
Tweed CAN (Climate Action Now) : 2nd Thursday of month, upstairs at the Imperial Hotel Murwillumbah, 6.30pm
Tweed Landcare: meets the third Wednesday of the month, at the RSL Murwillumbah at 6pm.
Friends of Wollumbin Landcare: 1st Saturday of month, Kyogle Road, opposite Boulder Close, 8am
Tweed Shire Council: Meetings, third Tuesday of the month 10.30am.
Community Access - preceding Thursday 4.30pm
Wollumbin BUG (Bicycle Users Group): 4th Wednesday of the month, Imperial Hotel, Murwillumbah, 6.30pm.
NRG: Every 3rd Saturday of the month 2-4pm. Mavis’s Kitchen, Uki. Contact Andrea Vickers: 0459355862

World
Environment
Day 2012
CAN YOU HELP?

Please come to a meeting at 3.30 Weds 14th March at the C.E.C.
shop - 4 Queen St, Murwillumbah.
We need help with ◆ Media publicity and advertising ◆ Entertainment ◆ Workshops and speakers ◆ Site management ◆ Catering ◆
Stall holder bookings ◆ MC
Email the co-ordinator, Craig McHale at caldera@calderaenvironmentcentre.org with any queries,suggestions or support
If you can help on the day turn up around 7.00am at Knox Park.

Help spread the load. The more the merrier.

❀❀❀

To find out how
see Page 7

If undelivered,please return to:

Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090
Sth Murwillumbah 2484

The CEC is located at
4 Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121
Email tree@calderaenvironmentcentre.org

Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC or its members.
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