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eDiTOrial

21.5  years of 
environmental 
action. 
Help us continue by 
joining the Caldera 
environment Centre. 

Our CoverFrog is the Nation-
ally Endangered Giant Barred 
Frog Mixophyes iteratus, a spe-
cies entirely reliant upon boulder 
strewn, slow flowing streams (not 
dams) for its recovery and long-
term survival.  Inundation of this 
species’ habitat along Byrrill Creek 
will result in the localized extinc-
tion of some populations of Giant 
Barred Frog, while the resulting 
water body will thereafter con-
stitute a major barrier to any 
further downstream recruitment 
of the species.

This was the biggest protest turnout in the areas history. Surely they 
would have to be crazy to set foot in this valley now.  But hang on a 
minute. This lot are crazy. It’s pretty damn bonkers to threaten the areas 
water supply for short term profit.  Apparently there are already 60 gas 
wells around Lismore and Kyogle, and they are starting construction on 
a gas-fired power plant in the region. I think we’d be kidding ourselves 
not to believe they’d be looking locally to feed this power plant. And 
get this for crazy. They are planning to build a gas pipeline, though the 
Border Ranges - one of the most beautiful and biodiverse areas in the 
country. 
It also looks like a dam at Byrrill Creek is back on the agenda, thanks 
to a visit to a state minister by some of our councilors. These guys just 
don’t seem to get the importance of protecting our biodiversity. It seems 
they will just keep pushing and pushing for developments like this one 
until one day we all wake up on a planet of concrete and weeds. For 
more on Byrrill Creek see page …
Luckily in other areas there is just a little bit more sanity around. As 
of July 10 Green senators now hold the balance of power in the senate, 
which means that finally the Labour government will be able to intro-
duce some reasonably sane climate policies. Even if the human slogan, 
Mr Abbott does scare the public into voting Liberal in the next election 
then his ‘rape and pillage the earth’ agenda will still need to get through 
a Green controlled senate.
Of course this fact is sending the right wing elements of the media into a 
panicked frenzy. And while the parliament is now largely willing to ac-
cept the science on climate change, the media is another story altogeth-
er. The Murdoch press in particular seems to have a clear bias against 
climate action as some of its papers, especially the Daily Telegraph and 
The Australian, seem to be actively campaigning against it. It is really 
hard not to indulge in a little schadenfreude over the Murdoch empires 
recent problems. Hell I’ll admit, I am enjoying the downfall immensely. 
One of my favourite bumper stickers has always been, “Is that the truth 
or is your News Limited” 
This season’s TREE also includes a report on a talk by Climate Change 
campaigner Paul Gilding. A review of Nasa Scientist James Hansen’s 
book “Storms of my Grandchildren”. An update on the Biosphere, 
Cobaki and an opinion piece on Flying foxes, along with 
details on growing your own house. Enjoy. 
Judy Oakenfull

months later, environmental campaigners in 
the Tweed shire and surrounds are still buzz-
ing with the success of the march against 
coal seam gas in murwillumbah.



TREE 3

Global warming and water resources 
are two of the big issues for the planet 
in the new millennium.  Australia’s 
decision makers know this but seem 
to be frozen in denial.
Carbon, and its burnt product Co2, 
and water availability and quality are 
at the root of our very strong objec-
tion to coal seam gas mining.  We 
should not be mining fossil fuels 
in Australia in 2011 but switching 
to renewable energy.  We have the 
sunshine and we have abundant wind 
around our coastline, which is where 
most people live.  If the Germans, 
Spanish, Danes and other countries 
can do it why can’t we?  Money can’t 
repair the planet.

Our objections to the coal seam gas 
mining are:
1. It is  the wrong idea in 2011 in 
Australia when faced with the joint 
problems of Co2 pollution, water pol-
lution and water scarcity!
2. Water quality and availability are 
possibly the most important prob-
lems facing humanity in general, but 

NSW farmers in particular; both are 
threatened by the industry.
3. The rewards are simply not worth 
the risks.
4. There is ample evidence in south-
ern Queensland, the Illawarra and 
in the USA of the damage done to 
water basins through coal mining in 
general and coal seam gas mining in 
particular.
5. Coal seam gas is not the ‘clean’ fuel 
it is claimed to be for several reasons:  
it produces Co2 and other green-
house gases, the extraction process is 
energy intensive, there is always ac-
companying environmental damage 
which moves downstream.
6. There is already widespread op-
position to coal seam gas mining 
particularly in northern NSW and 
South East Queensland which will 
become more strident as people come 
face to face with the damaging reality 
of this destructive environmentally 
unsustainable industry.
7. The Future Fund and Sovereign 
Risk Fund for the nation should be 
the minerals left in the ground and 

an undamaged environment for fu-
ture generations to enjoy.
8. The principle of ecological sustain-
ability and the precautionary prin-
ciple should be front of mind when 
conducting any inquiry into indus-
trial development.
Conclusions:
The potential long term risks will 
probably prove to be far greater 
than any short term benefits, should 
any properly conducted cost benefit 
analysis be undertaken.  
The Caldera Environment Centre 
urges the NSW Government to place 
an immediate and indefinite mora-
torium on coal seam gas exploration 
and extraction in this state. A broad 
independent inquiry focusing pri-
marily on ecological/environmental 
sustainability and including a de-
tailed cost benefit analysis, should be 
conducted, and made public to the 
community

Hop. E Hopkins

CO-OrDiNaTOrS rePOrT
The terms of reference for the coal seam gas mining enquiry are far too 
narrow and do not address the fundamental problems of carbon and wa-
ter pollution.  The question is not how best to manage coal seam gas ex-
traction, but why we need to entertain such a damaging activity in the first 
place. No amount of ‘management’ can correct the false premise that the 
product is a ‘clean’ fuel or that the process is ‘safe’.

It is likely that one of the reasons devel-
oper friendly councillors are pushing 
for the Byrrill Creek dam, is to provide 
water for future large scale developments 
such as Cokabi. Cokabi is of particular 
concern because no substantial water 
saving has been implemented in this 
development, which is suppose to house 
approximately 12,000 people. This is 
despite recommendations for dual reticu-
lation & water sensitive design within the  
NSW Far North Coast Regional Strategy 
Plan. This plan states quite clearly:  “All 
future development is to apply water sen-

sitive urban design principles, including 
the use of dual use reticulation systems, 
in releases of adequate scale, and  meet 
storm water management targets that 
support the environmental values of the 
catchment.”  If developments such as 
Cokabi followed current recommenda-
tions, then there would be no need for 
damming an important wildlife corridor 
for significant numbers of endangered 
species in the Tweed. The Dam will also 
alter the environmental flow of the creek, 
threatening its viability to support life.  
On top of this Storm water runoff will 

contribute to the already heavily im-
pacted Cobaki & Terranora Broadwater. 
Therefore in terms of water management 
for the Tweed Cobaki is an absolute 
disaster.

COBaki 
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Byrrill Creek UPDaTe
Katrina Hodgkinson, the new NSW 
Minister for Primary Industries recently 
announced a review of the current Tweed 
Water Sharing Plan. This plan was gazet-
ted by the former Labour government in 
December 2010 and prohibited a dam on 
Byrrill Creek for the next 10 years.

On 1st July 2011 she had the following 
response in regards to the ABC Radio’s 
questions. “There is clearly some com-
munity concern in relation to this issue, 

but I believe careful consideration is 
needed prior to making any final deci-
sion and that all parties should be fully 
consulted. I will be reviewing the former 
Labor State Government’s decision to 
rule out a dam at Byrrill Creek and seek-
ing further advice as to how the water 
sharing plan was made.”

We believe this Review is an 
unnecessary waste of tax payers 
money and that a Review will 
still come up with the proven evi-
dence of the high conservation 
and biodiversity values of the 
Byrrill Creek area. 

We welcome her statement “all parties 
should be fully consulted.” but may we 
point out that this has already been done! 
..and  the results of an exhaustive year 
long process did not suit the Mayor, his 2 
colleague councillors and Nationals MP 
Thomas George. The Community Con
sultation Working Group (CWG), and 
Council staff recommendations placed 
Byrrill Creek dam as the last option for 
water supply, knowing the environmental 
values and subsequent legislative hurdles 
for approval that would be encountered. 
As well as Council Staff and the CWG 

group, general Public submissions to 
Council did not support the Byrrill 
Creek dam either. Within the Council, 
3 Councilors voted against the dam & 1 
councilor declared a pecuniary interest, 
so could not vote. Support for the dam 
was only pushed through by the mayor 
using his extra casting vote on 2 occa-
sions.
We ask the questions:
What is the purpose of the review of the 
Water Sharing Plan?
Will the submissions to the former Office 
of Water be included in this review?
Would this Review include a review 
of the Tweed Councils Demand Water 
Management Strategy and the choices of 
Water Augmentation
What is the time frame for the review?
How will you structure the review and 
who will be employed to conduct it?
What will be the cost of the review & 
who will benefit?

To help preserve the Byrrill Creek 
wildlife corridoor please go to to 
the  www.calderaenvironmentcen-
tre.org and click on the ‘How you 
can Help’ link. There are form let-
ters and addresses to write to.
Katrina Hodgkinsons address is 
The Hon Ms Katrina Hodgkinson
Minister for Primary Industries
Level 30 Governor Macquarie 
Tower
1 Farrer Place
SYDNEY 2000
Email: office@hodgkinson.minister.
nsw.gov.au
You can also ‘like’ the facebook 
page, The battle of Byrrill Creek’ 

This is the tactic that Thomas 
George accuses the previous gov-
ernment of in diminishing our 
local health services. I would say 
that Thomas George is now doing 
exactly the same in preparing 
for a massive campaign of local 
environmental destruction. 

Unconvinced about the perils of pollu-
tion from gas mining, the new deputy 
leader of the house, Hon. Thomas George 
MP for Lismore, has placed “fixing” the 
problem of a dam at Byrrill Creek at the 
top of his agenda. It is sad that in the 21st 
century that the natural environment 
of such a renowned area as the Tweed is 
continually under threat of eradication 
by monument building politicians and 
profit driven developers.  The fact is that 
we have already destroyed so much of 

Australia’s natural heritage, very little 
remains unmolested; and now Thomas 
George, our local state politician is bully-
ing local conservationists and is prepared 
to wantonly destroy some of the last re-
maining fragments of lowland rainforest 
in the Tweed, surrounding Mt Warning 
NP with a lake.

Below I argue that Thomas George MPs  
reasons for doing this are misinformed 
and biased, based on a political agenda 
to bully and punish conservationists 
and that he does not consider scientific 
evidence to the contrary.

“Fixing the Problem”
There is only a “problem” for the pro-dam 
environmental destroyers who make a 
reputation and profit from the destruc-
tion of Australia’s irreplaceable natural 
heritage. Fixing the problem of water 

supply does not involve construction of a 
new dam, instead, it involves implement-
ing better design into our urban spaces 
that decreases demand for water and 
also improves the efficiency of water use. 
Combined with this we should be seri-
ously considering water recycling and get 
over our adolescent “yuk” factor, water 
from recycling is cleaner than water from 
dams. Dams do not work:  the water is 
toxic; they have high capital costs (which 
are ALWAYS underestimated); there are 
undeclared running and maintenance 
costs; and, they release massive quantities 
of greenhouse gases.

“One isolated group….”
As for the MP’s claim that “one group”, 
informed the government, this is patently 
false and misleading. One individual 
can represent a group of people, indeed 
as Mr George represents the electorate 

‘THey DO iT By STealTH…’By Sam Dawson
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FrOGS OF 
Byrrill 
Creek

of Lismore, so too did Joanna Gardener, 
our Environmental envoy represent the 
concerns of five other local residents and 
community groups and the 5000 Aus-
tralians who had signed a petition to save 
Byrrill Creek. 

The most embarrassing oversight that 
MP George has made here is that he has 
neglected to mention that the advice 
from Community Working Group 
(members of the community who were 
selected by an independent body to 
represent various stakeholders) was 
overwhelmingly against the idea of a 
new dam.  The community has been 
consulted specifically on the dam and 
has rejected the concept outright. Some 
members of the community working 
Group embarked on a campaign to 
ensure that their voices did not become 
a mere tokenistic council box-ticking 
exercise, and began lobbying the govern-
ment for greater protection through the 
Tweed Water Sharing Plan (see detailed 
explanation below).

“Revisiting the Plan”
As for re-examining the water sharing 
plan, this is just another case of this gov-
ernments retrospective legislation binge. 
The community had been consulted over 
a period of several months over the water 
sharing plan, with extensions being 
granted by the department for public 
submissions. Furthermore, the previous 
government did originally want to omit 
the clause preventing the construction of 
dam(s) on Byrrill Creek. However it was 
only through concerted lobbying, letter 
writing and other democratic means of 
political engagement by patriotic citizens 
that the state upheld the original decision 
protecting this unique piece of Australia.

The process was open to engagement 
by other citizens, organisations and 
councils but generally they chose not to 

participate. I think it reflects the strong 
pride in democratic values that people 
in the conservation movement have that 
they are willing to attend uncountable 
and often tedious meetings, at short no-
tice and at their own expense in defence 
of what they believe. 

“The decision was taken away from 
council without one study being done”
If this statement is not an outright delib-
erate attempt at deception, then it reflects 
the ignorance of the new Deputy Chair. 
The state government has completed doz-
ens of studies into the conservation value 
of Byrrill creek as well as the region’s 
water demands. There is an extensive 
list of studies paid for by all three levels 
of government that demonstrate the 
high ecological value of Byrrill Creek. 
These studies have often resulted in the 
commission of large scale bush regenera-
tion works in Byrrill creek which have 
employed scores of local people. 

Byrrill creek has been described 
by some as ‘The best of what’s left 
of the Tweeds rainforest water-
ways’.

Most importantly council’s decision to 
build a dam at Byrrill Creek still stands 
and their intent has not changed. Also, 
Thomas George seems to ignore the fact 
that council undertook an extensive 
community consultation process known 
as the Community Working Group, 
while the decision of this group could 
not be said to be unanimous it represent-
ed “condensed summary” of the shire’s 
views. 

Concealment of facts and Erro-
neous Figures
It is also worth noting here that fact 
checking of council figures has dem-
onstrated some inconsistencies in their 
calculations for the water demand in the 

‘It irks me that when we 
allow large development 
to wreak such havoc, we 
lose the context of what 
endangered means for 
a plant or a community 
of species – endangered 
means in im iminent 
danger of extinction, 
and how we contemplate 
doing this, I do not 
know’. 
Dr Steve Phillips in  The Tweed 
Echo 11/11/2010

Stuttering Frog

Pouched Frog

Loveridges frog

Green Thighed frog

These are some of the frogs from Byr-
rill Creek that are on Government 
Endangered lists. 
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Tweed Shire. In fact it is possible that the 
council has overestimated their projec-
tions of future demand of water by 15%. 
Nearly six months after this mistake 
was discovered Council has as yet not 
clarified the erroneous calculations. 
Therefore, we do not trust the reliability 
of council documents that those present 
figures that call for the need of a new 
water supply. The former community 
Working Group requested that council 
re-examine or audit its figures to check 
their validity, but this has not been done. 
There are now serious and unanswered 
questions about the legitimacy of the 
need for a dam. 

Also TSC “inadvertently” concealed 
information about the water sharing 
plan from the public, and the commu-
nity Working Group, thinking that it 
was “not relevant” to discussions. This 
information was that i) the state gov-
ernment was preparing a water sharing 
plan that covered areas including Byrrill 
creek, ii) that plan in its draft stage had a 
clause which prohibited a dam due to the 
numerous studies that demonstrated the 
high ecological value of Byrrill Creek, iii) 
TSC had made a submission concerning 

this clause seeking to have it removed, 
which occurred successfully.  As stated 
above it was only through the efforts of 
concerned citizenry through the avail-
able democratic mechanisms that this 
clause was reinstated. 

Bullying Tactics
As for his claim that “Certain groups 
simply used the environment to stop 
development of important infrastructure 
from going ahead”, this is yet another 
case of politicians resorting to cliché and 
hyperbole to bully their opposition. Tho-
mas George’s comments are designed to 
be deliberately provocative and reinforce 
community divisions by creating an “Us 
against Them” scenario. As a society we 
need to face some sobering scientific 
realities about the state of the natural 
world, and currently, many politicians 
reinforce disbelief and cynicism about 
environmental science amongst the pub-
lic, this in turn creates scepticism about 
science generally. 

Promoting the destruction of the 
Australian environment as a neces-
sary “infrastructure development” is a 
pioneering view of the world, and ignores 

the reality of the extinction of the Aus-
tralian bush, in particular the fragility 
of rainforest.  Also, Thomas George may 
be suffering from “pyramid complex”, he 
feels the need to immortalise his name 
like a pharaoh by building a massive 
concrete wall. 

It would seem like Thomas has already 
made a decision for the people of the 
Tweed about having a new dam; he has 
the same attitude of the previous govern-
ment, which disempowers local people 
by removing decisions from their hands. 
There are other water supply options 
available to council, and I think the 
community can work with council for a 
more positive outcome.  This comment 
by George reflects that he has been given 
limited information on the topic and he 
himself has not considered all options. 
Council was presented with at least four 
viable options for increasing the shire 
water supply, for him to be promoting 
just a single option without debate is as 
dictatorial as the opponent he denounc-
es.

Samuel K. Dawson,

The CEC this month is  launching an exciting new nature photo competition
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Ian Dunlop began with a call for 
honesty about the problem and went 
on to describe what is happening 
with a series of slides. Basically what 
we are facing is a great convergence 
of problems of which climate change 
is only one. Hitting us in the next 
few years will also be Peak Oil, Water 
shortages, Food shortages and sig-
nificant financial Instability. All the 
real science points to anthropogenic 
climate change having very signifi-
cant effects with potential for up to a 
70 metre sea level rise if Antarctic ice 
melts as well as Arctic ice.  He also 
briefly described numerous tipping 
points we are on course to arrive 
at pretty soon. Some of them, like 
methane emissions from seabed’s 
and the melting of Arctic permafrost 
have already started. Both Speakers 
pointed to a complete mismatch be-
tween what is actually happening in 
reality and what we are talking about 
in terms of 5% reductions and so on. 
The problem is that we are talking 
incremental steps when the reality is 
asking for complete transformation 
of the way we do things.
 
Paul Gilding started his talk with 
the basic message that the earth 
is full. Actually spilling over. We 
are currently living at 150% of the 
earth’s carrying capacity according 
to various studies he mentioned. The 
blunt fact is that this means that all 
our assumptions about the future 
are simply wrong. No matter which 
side of the political divide you are 
on the economy is simply not going 
to grow much more, no matter how 
much we try and make it grow. The 
rest of the world is not going to live 
the American or Australian life style. 
It is simply not possible for this to 
happen. Basically we will not have a 
choice about changing from a growth 
based economy. We will quite simply 
be forced to change. This reaching of 
the Earths limits will be painful and 
sad. We are likely to lose at least half 
the worlds biodiversity and many 
people will probably die from climate 
related causes. Paul mentioned the 

need for all of us who are engaged in 
this issue to go through some kind of 
grieving process.
 
But there is an upside.  I think the 
main point of the talk and the book 
is to provide us with a little hope. 
There is potentially for a lot of good 
stuff to come out of all this.

Paul states that we are at the 
most exiting and important 
time in human history and that 
history has shown, when we 
need to respond to a crisis we 
can do it in spectacular fashion.  

We seem to have a history of being 
slow to act but we do act we do it 
well. Hence Paul emphasizing several 
times that we are “Slow but not stu-
pid”.
 
The example he gave during the talk 
was WW2.  In England and America 
there was apparently a lot of denial 
about the need to do anything, but 
eventually the situation became 
desperate and the action taken was 
very dramatic. Four days after Pearl 
Harbour was bombed, the American 
government banned the sale of cars 
to redirect manufacturing to the 
war effort.  And something like 37% 
of GDP was spent. (In comparison 
it is stated that addressing Climate 
Change will cost 3.5% of GDP)

Paul was quite optimistic, despite the 
evidence of tipping points, that with 
all the knowledge and technology we 
already have that we can get back to 
only a 1.5 degrees increase in warm-
ing once we make the decision to act.

Paul was also quite excited to an-
nounce “The end of shopping”.  He 
got loud applause at his proclama-
tion that “The end of shopping is the 
beginning of civilization” but I didn’t 
clap, because many people I know 
actually like shopping - especially 
opshopping, farmers markets and 
craft/ handmade shopping. I don’t 

think shopping has to end but just 
needs to change to become a much 
more local and sustainable affair, 
with a big emphasis on Recycling 
and Upcycling.  I don’t think that “ 
The end of shopping” is the message 
that’s going to sell climate change ac-
tion to anyone other than those who 
already hate shopping!

 As someone who gets quite be-
mused, amazed and frightened by 
the levels of denial in the Tweed and 
elsewhere I was a little reassured at 
one part of the talk.  Paul used the 
analogy of addiction.  He says that
 
the greater the evidence that 
your addiction is causing a prob-
lem then the stronger your de-
nial has to get to compensate. He 
used this analogy to help make 
sense of the sheer nuttiness of 
denialist debate at the moment.

But he also says that in addiction 
when denial collapses it is like a dam 
wall.  I really hope this assessment of 
his is accurate.

Some other great hope filled mo-
ments from the talk and questions 
asked by the audiences:

*Did you ever consider that 
if you bought 10% less stuff 
next year, then you could take 
5 weeks extra holiday from 
work?

*Governments and Corporations 
essentially do react to us and what 
we want.  We can’t just blame them 

SlOw BUT NOT STUPiD!
Recently a talk by Paul Gilding and Ian Dunlop was presented by the 
Green Coast Catalysts in Bangalow. The talk was titled “ When Mother 
Nature meets Father Greed” and was packed out with many searching 
for answers to the climate situation we find ourselves in.
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"I see myself as a climate 
change skeptic and a skep-
tic looks at the evidence 
and bases conclusions on 
the evidence rather than 
on belief. To hold the view 
that this is not an issue 
that you need to do some-
thing about, to hold the 
view that it’s all a furphy 
takes belief." 

Prof Ross Garnaut

This year was the 11th event in the Tweed 
shire and the 6th put on by the Caldera 
Environment centre. The theme for this 
year was Forests and the Biosphere. The 
event brought together groups of people 
and businesses committed to behav-
ioural change to implement strategies 
for sustainable living. Our event was 
very successful according to the council 
staff who helped with the event, such as 
Dan Walton, (who congratulated us on 
the minimal rubbish generated by the 
event), John Turnbull Sacha P and those 
who assisted on the council stalls. This 
year we had the largest attendance so 
far. Five councillors were able to attend 
the event during the day and the mayor 
commented in the media, on the benefits 
of this event to the larger community. 
We received good feedback from event 
attendees, participants, musicians, speak-
ers and stall holders. The event was also 
deemed a success  by members of our 
organising and catering team. The library 
stall offered a larger range of environ-

mental books and was busy throughout 
the day with browsers and borrowers.
New elements were the “Trashformers” 
who created sculptures from throw away 
objects and invited kids and adults to 
participate and play. The newly estab-
lished Youth Environment Council, 
drawn from five local schools, had an 
inaugural presence. Also the “Eco Tours” 
Bus  and Two Compost Toilet businesses 
demonstrating ready to install “Clivus 
Multrum” and at the other end of the 
spectrum, “build it yourself ” Systems. 
Our Presenting speakers presented en-
vironmental talks with information and 
actions which we can take now to benefit 
us all and our environment. John Hunter, 
the ecologist, followed his presentation 
at the event with a very well received talk 
to councillors and senior staff, and with 
an informative nature walk with some 
very keen participants. In kind contribu-
tion was 195 hours from all volunteers. 
Many hours put in by the coordinators, 
especially Kim Hollingsworth who spent 

many hours on the program and poster 
and was the main cook and caterer. The 
Caldera Environment Centre catering 
team provided and served food and 
drink with the generous help of many 
volunteers. We had some food donated 
by individuals as well as the local Fresh 
Whole Foods Health shop. Two officers 
of the St John’s Ambulance service were 
in attendance on the day, they were only 
called on for several band aids. There 
were no reported incidents of violence or 
bad behaviour.
We thank the Council for providing 
the Caldera Environment Centre with 
trees, compost bin and worm farm and 
Jackets for the raffle and especially for 
Dan Walton’s help in liaising with the 
Council depot and nursery team and for 
the printing of the posters and brochures. 
Next year’s World Environment Day 
festival will be held on Sunday June 3.
                                                                                                                             
Ari Ehrlich for the CEC WED team                                                                 

for everything and give them all our 
power. Its up to us to make them ac-
countable.

*Instead of a system that 
taxes goods and services 
why don’t we have a sys-
tem that taxes bads and 
nasties? (question from 
audience) Why don’t we 
tax pollution and not peo-
ple (Via taxing wages)?
*Connectness, work with meaning, 
general health and happiness are not 
available at Harvey Norman.
 

All in all the evening was a bit of an 
emotional rollercoaster in response 
to some harsh facts, and it provided 
the audience with equal parts despair 
and hope. The roller coaster ride of 
facing up to all this is something I 
recommended everyone should take 
as soon as possible before it is forced 
upon us. The more people that can 
do this now, the less ugly it will be 
later.  And also that later is not going 
to be much later. Both speakers agree 
that the penny is going to drop very 
soon. Maybe even in the next few 
years.

By Judy Oakenfull

wOrlD eNVirONmeNT Day 2011
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Metgasco has plans to run a gas pipeline 
from Casino to Ipswich along the Richmond 
Valley then through the Border Ranges 
National Park and on into Queensland. We 
feel it is vital to oppose this development 
for a range of reasons including the fact that 
it will pass through a World Heritage area 
which is an important tourist draw card to 
the area. 
In addition, we believe if this pipeline goes 
ahead it will open up the Northern Riv-
ers region to large scale CSG production 
across a number of Petroleum Exploration 
Licenses- one of the aims of the pipeline 
as stated in Metgasco’s project report is to 
“encourage development of further gas fields 
in New South Wales”. For this reason we feel 
it is important that people throughout the 
Northern Rivers are aware and involved.

CSG UPDaTe
New Jersey has become the first 
state in the United States whose 
legislature passed -- rather over-
whelmingly -- a ban on fracking.
The month of June witnessed a 
number of major fracking-related 
events by different states in the 
U.S. and even the world, includ-
ing three bans, one ban reversal, 
a disclosure law and a gift to 
the gas industry. This cluster 
of events underscores just how 
quickly the natural gas extraction 
method is expanding and how 
controversial it remains. 
New York is also looking at a 
state ban at the moment. 

Dart Energy, through a subsidi-
ary company (Macquarie Ener-
gy), are applying for a petroleum 
Exploration Licence (PELA 134) 
covering a large part of the Tweed 
and Byron Shires.
Please email them to tell them 
they are not welcome here.
Send your emails to:
 Jason Needham (Senior Explora-
tion Officer)
Telephone: 02 9146 6336
Email: jneedham@dartcbm.com

This information is from the 
Kyogle Group Against Gas and the 
Northern Rivers Guardians

THe CalDera SayS yeS

This year the CEC’s World Environment Day coincided with a national day of action to ‘Say Yes’ to a price on Carbon. 
Some Tweed Can members went to a huge Rally in Brisbane, and some organized this photo with the help of the CEC’s 
WED crew. Tweed CAN’s next big event to promote action on climate Change will be held on September 24th as part 
of 350.orgs Moving Planet worldwide day of action.  Keep an eye out for details.
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Investigations in Grange State Forest 
by the Clarence Environment Cen-
tre revealed evidence that Australia 
has now joined the infamous club of 
countries around the world that see 
rainforest only as a short term timber 
resource, to be plundered by a greedy 
few for a hand full of dollars.
For years now, environment groups 
and concerned individuals have 
become aware that Forests NSW 
is flaunting its obligations under 
the Integrated Forests Operations 
Agreement to undertake Ecologically 
Sustainable Forest Management. As 
a result the Clarence Environment 
Centre joined with the North East 

Forest Alliance (NEFA) and the 
North Coast Environment Council, 
to conduct a series of audits of log-
ging operations in North Coast State 
forests.
In the past 18 months, we have 
investigated logging operations in 
6 state forests, and reported routine 
breaching of Licence conditions in 
every one. These breaches include a 
failure to retain the required number 
of habitat trees, or identify threat-
ened species; failure to comply with 
threatened species prescriptions, 
illegal logging in drainage lines and 
exclusion zones and, most concern-
ing of all, widespread logging within 

Rainforest, Endangered Ecological 
Communities, and old-growth for-
est.The structural integrity of many 
of these forests is being destroyed 
forever. Biodiversity is being com-
promised beyond recovery, placing 
threatened species, that are already 
facing extinction if trends are not 
reversed, under even greater stress. 
This destruction must stop, and must 
stop now.

The threat posed by the increas-
ing southerly spread of the Hendra 
virus throughout northern NSW is 
of concern. However, the proclama-
tions on the ABC radio news by Peter 
McGauran, head of the Australian 
Thouroughbred Breeders Australia 
(8/7/2011) that ‘culling of flying-
foxes’ is overdue or somehow neces-
sary is shocking and saddening. As 
an organisation that is dedicated to 
the care and welfare of animals, you 
would think that a similar extension 
of that compassion and tolerance 
towards other living creatures in the 
Australian environment would be 
possible by Australian horse breeders.

Scientist from CSIRO claim that Aus-
tralia’s native ecosystems are being 
decimated like never before, see for 
example David Lindenmayer On Bor-
rowed Time (2007, CSIRO publish-
ing).  A direct cause of this devasta-
tion is the husbandry of European 
livestock in an environment that they 
are not adapted to, and increasing 
impacts on the environment which a) 
stress wild, native fauna populations, 
and, b) result in increasing contact 
between humans, livestock and ele-
ments of the natural world.  As Brown 
(2004) states in an article entitled 

Emerging Zoonoses and Pathogens of 
Public Health Significance:
The principal answer [to the appear-
ance of new animal diseases] is simple 
– increasing numbers of humans. As 
the human population expands, and 
moves from continent to continent, 
and as various species are mixed to-
gether for trade, personal satisfaction, 
or technological advances, micro-
organisms are transferred to novel 
niches, with pathogenic results.
http://birdflubook.com/resources/
brown435.pdf 

It is also worth noting at this point 
that the flying-fox is an endangered 
species under NSW and federal law. 
Despite their apparent large numbers 
flying fox populations are considered 
to be in decline. The Australian Gov-
ernment Department of Sustainabil-
ity, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities has this to say:
Throughout the Wet Tropics, [re-
searchers have] noted a loss of 15 
permanent camps (a total population 
of 610 000 individuals) between 1985 
and 2000. The Spectacled Flying-fox 
population declined from an esti-
mated 820 000 in 1985 to 80 000 in 
November 2000. This indicates an 
approximate 78% population decline 

over the fifteen-year period between 
1985 and 2000. The population was 
recorded as having declined by 35% 
over the two years between 1998 and 
2000. http://www.environment.gov.
au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.
pl?taxon_id=185#population_infor-
mation

In the 21st century it is time that our 
society matured and acknowledged 
the impact that we have had upon the 
environment. Living in fear of the 
natural world and reacting with anger 
and hatred towards the unknown 
diminishes our humanity. Our or-
ganisation believes that Australian 
citizens have a moral responsibil-
ity and patriotic duty to protect the 
creatures that make up the Austral-
ian environment. We need to live in 
Australia, and not transform it into 
something else.
By Sam Dawson  

iN DeFeNCe OF FlyiNG FOXeS 

While in the northern part of NSW we are dealing with dams and CSG, in more southern parts fighting 
illegal logging is a large part of the work of Environmentalists. This is an except from an article by John 
Edwards from the Clarence Environment Centre.

illeGal lOGGiNG iN NSw
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There has been a lot of miscon-
ception over the last sixty-odd 
years about a very useful plant, 
and until recently, with the ap-
pearance of hemp-fibre clothing 
in Australia, most people have 
known very little about indus-
trial hemp’s uses and benefits. 

As well as its use as a clothing fibre, 
hemp may be used for its nutritious 
food value, bio-remediation capabili-
ties, carbon-sequestration, hemp plas-
tics and as a building material. Most of 
us can relate to wearing a comfy hemp 
shirt, but actually growing and build-
ing a family-size house out of hemp is 
way out of our realm of experience. 
 
Klara Marosszeky of Australian Hemp 
Masonry Company and Paul Benhaim 
of www.TheHempConsultant.com 
are on a mission to change that. Klara 
and Paul are eager to introduce this 
emerging industry to any interested 
owner/builders, professionals in the 
construction industry and prospective 
growers of industrial hemp. The first 
weekend in September, they hosted a 
hemp building workshop in Byron Bay 
-- hopefully the first of many -- which 
I was fortunate enough to attend as a 

guest of The Owner Builder magazine.
Hemp masonry has been used in other 
countries such as Switzerland and the 
U.K., and in Japan there is a hemp 
building, which has been standing for 
centuries. Industrial hemp farming has 
finally been legalised in NSW, so now 
the fibre can be sourced fairly locally. 
Hemp fibre, when mixed with lime, is a 
strong, white ant repellant, non-toxic, 
fire resistant and renewable construc-
tion material. 

The hemp building workshop hosted 
by Klara and Paul was held at Starseed 
Garden Nursery in Byron Bay on 4th 
September, 2010. The workshop was 
the first of its kind and well attended –  
Over 50 interested people showed up!
 In the morning session of the work-
shop, Paul gave a brief overview of his 

involvement in the hemp industry. Paul 
is recognized internationally for his 
hemp research and development, has 
published several books on industrial 
hemp and it’s uses, and has specific 
interests in hemp as a food source and 
in hemp plastics. He pioneered the 
hemp food and hemp plastic industries 
in Europe in the 90’s. Paul is the self-
described computer geek in the troupe, 
and spends the bulk of his time in-
doors writing, conducting research and 
marketing.
  

Klara is the outdoor hands-on person, 
and has been instrumental in establish-
ing the hemp industry in NSW. She 
became interested in industrial hemp 
because she recognised its varied uses 
and benefits, and envisioned the hemp 
building industry as a sustainable, 
socially conscious business. She noted 
that hemp produces an enormous 
fibre biomass, far greater than for-
estry and in a much shorter period of 
time. Hemp can be farmed sustainably 
without the use of fertilisers or pesti-
cides, and it sequesters large amounts 
of carbon during its growth (in fact, it 
continues to take up carbon from the 
atmosphere when used as a building 
material). The plant also has the capac-
ity to remediate polluted soils, and she 
cited examples of where it’s been used 
for that purpose.
 
At NSW University, Klara teamed up 
with her brother Marton, who has an 
extensive background in construction 
technology and management. Together 
they developed a blended binder based 
on hydrated lime, which is readily 
available in Australia. The binder is 
mixed with the whole hemp fibres 
and clean sand to form a lightweight, 
strong material that not only meets 
building standards, but is also envi-
ronmentally responsible and economi-
cally viable. The final product that they 
have produced for the market consists 
of two pre-measured bags, the first 
containing the hemp fibre and the sec-
ond containing the binder. The builder 
supplies the sand, and by mixing the 
three parts with a bit of water, produces 

masonry for the infill of framed walls. 

The average owner/builder, providing 
they do not have a prior drug con-
viction, can get a licence in NSW to 
grow industrial hemp (which does not 
contain enough THC to be of any illicit 
use). Industrial hemp can be grown in 
just about any soil, requiring minimal 
fertiliser and no pesticide application. 
Klara noted that is possible for an 
owner/builder to grow enough hemp, 
in one crop, on one hectare of land in 
3-4 months to build a 135 square metre 
house and a small shed. 

In the afternoon, Klara and Paul split 
us into two groups. The first group bus-
ied itself with the mixing of the hemp 
masonry. Each participant was able to 
have a play with the mixing, learning 
how it should look and feel, and the 
best ways to get the desired result.
Meanwhile, the second group was 
over at the old pumphouse, learning 
how the shuttering was constructed 
and applied. Klara fills in about 60cm 
(just over half a metre) in height at a 
time, pressing the mixture down into 
the shuttering, then allows the hemp 
to cure overnight before moving the 
shuttering upwards on the wall for the 
next run. The walls are generally about 
20cm thick, and when completely 
cured, may be rendered with a finer 
fiber for a smoother finish. Any type 
of render and/or paint can be used, as 
long as it’s breathable. 
Everyone at the workshop had a chance 
to try their hand at both the mixing of 
the hemp masonry and the infilling of 
the walls. It was a busy and satisfying 
afternoon.

   

The positive aspects of building with 
hemp are numerous. Ecologically 
speaking, hemp masonry is sustain-
able, renewable, local, has a low carbon 

GrOwiNG yOUr OwN HOUSe?iN DeFeNCe OF FlyiNG FOXeS 
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I am just finishing Jim Hanson’s 
“Storms of my Grandchildren.”

This is an important look at climate 
reality from a man who knows, and is 
scared and angry.  
I will read all his papers and prepare 
a lecture for when I get back.

In summary the only way to limit 
atmospheric CO2 to 450 ppm is to 
stop burning coal, now, and to leave 
the “alternative fossil fuels” - hard to 
reach oil, shale oil, tar sands and coal 
gas in the ground.  All the readily 
available oil and gas will be burned 
no matter what; and it will be needed 
and must be conserved for building 
the necessary renewable energy in-
frastructure over the next generation. 
Burning that will take us to 425 ppm 
with a chance to bring it back into a 
safe range below 350 ppm.

That lays out our program for Aus-
tralia – absolutely no to more coal 
power plants, a stop to coal burning, 
mining and exporting unless it is 
used with C capture (unlikely). That 
could save the world, as it gives us 
leverage to demand other countries 
stop.  No harm to our economy or 
lifestyle, only benefits as we replace 
coal electricity with efficiency and 
renewables as it phases out, reduce 

pollution, including particulates 
and mercury, and export renewable 
energy tech instead of coal into huge 
and eager markets.

Now to the Carbon price policy.  I 
can’t help but agree with Jim that 
the far better method is a fee on C 
excised at the mine or source – no ex-
ceptions.  All the money goes back to 
the people, not industry. That way we 
support vibrant new innovation and 
industry that has low C intensity by 
choosing where we spend our money. 
We will keep more of our refunded $ 
by shopping for low C intense prod-
ucts (such as renewable electricity, 
insulation, organic food etc) to avoid 
high C fees.  We won’t mind increas-
ing fees - necessary to position the 
true cost of fossil C use vs. renewables 
so renewables will quickly flourish 
- because every increase will be just 
more $ back to us that we can spend 
to make ourselves more resilient and 
secure.

Cap and trade is a disaster. Has not 
worked, will not work.  The only 
advantage to cap and trade is for the 
energy companies and the traders. 
Its a scam to support business as 
usual including the traders at Gold-
man Sachs who just about bought 
the world economy down with their 

“rip the face of the client” attitude 
(I also just read 13 Bankers), their 
humungous lobbying, control of 
Washington, and revolving door em-
ployment. With their huge bail outs 
the banks are more concentrated and 
powerful than ever. They will only 
get wealthier off of us (a form of tax 
socialized to the wealthy), and bring 
the fiscal and environmental system 
to its knees again, because they know 
the government will bail them out for 
being “too big to fail.” 

Trading and derivative games with 
not just our fiscal system but our 
environment is really a pact with the 
devil.

As Hanson more or less says (read 
him):
Policy makers pretend the Cap and 
Trade is not a tax, therefore they will 
keep the price low – we need a high 
price that gives an accurate market 
signal of the true cost of releasing fos-
sil C, otherwise the market can only 
fail us, as it has almost terminally
The Cap is always not across the 
board as policy makers succumb to 
lobbyists.
The cap puts a floor on emissions. 
Any special efforts made by individu-
als or businesses only release others 
from curbing their emissions.

Climate scientist James Hansen heads the NASA Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies.  In recent years, Hansen has grown increasingly out-
spoken about the moral imperative to act, and has been arrested several 
times for demonstrating against issues like mountaintop removal

STOrmS OF my 
GraNDCHilDreN
REVIEW BY PAUL TAYLOR PHD. Author of The Biochar Revolu-
tion - (available in the CEC shop)

footprint and is high carbon-seques-
tering. Hemp masonry meets building 
standards, is fire-resistant, non-toxic, 
breathable and repels white ants. The 
cost is manageable too, and building 
may be done in stages if funds are not 
always available.  
As a prospective owner/builder, I have 
been converted -- when my house plans 

are ready to become reality, the Aus-
tralian Hemp Masonry Company will 
be getting an order from me. 
To learn about the next workshop, 
purchase hemp fibre or binder, or learn 
more about hemp construction and 
hemp products visit: www.TheHemp-
Builder.com or www.hemp.co.uk
This is a shortened version of the 

original article. The longer version is 
available upon request.
Klara Marosszeky pouring the hemp 
mix.
Photos courtesy www.thehempbuilder.
com

By Hilary Fuerst



TREE 13

As a member since  early nineties, 
I understood the basics of what the 
centre does and what it stands for. It 
was a great experience to become ac-
tive and I joined the shop volunteers. 
At the time, the place was a buzz 
with the No Rally campaign under 
full swing and then Northern Rivers 
Guardians forming with the centre 
helping out where it could.
Some great ideas for changes to the 
shop were hashed out and many 
suggestions were put to fruition. 
Improvements in the shop abound. 
I saw many things, among them was 
DEDICATION of a few people that 
I came to admire and respect. I can 
hear myself saying ‘they have their 
own way of doing things, but the bot-
tom line is they are focused and good 
at getting things done....getting goals 
acheived with positive outcomes.’
I sight the Coal Seam Gas Rally and 
World Environment Day celebrations 
as examples of great success.
To those dedicated shoppers and 
browsers I thank you for supporting 
such an important function....shop-
ping at the centre. You are our sur-
vival method. Without you,we could 
not pay the rent and would probably 
end up a slow disintegration like most 
not- for- profits groups who get little 
government support and don’t have 
an office or shop. So keep supporting 
it and use it as an office and informa-
tion hub for environmental matters. 
Make it your meeting place!
 
Talking of lack of govt support, 
I cannot ignore the plight of the 
wildlife carers. Gee they do it tough! 
Minimum support comes to them, 
in what I certainly believe is func-
tion that should be supplied by the 
government. In my utopia,the NPWS 

would be properly funded to pro-
vide amongst other things, a dedi-
cated animal rescue crew complete 
with fitted out animal ambulance 
and veterinary staff on a 24/7 basis. 
There is nothing wrong with having 
aspirations,dreams and a vision. It 
reminds me of how the breakwalls 
destroy beaches and subsequent 
homes and govt capital, but say any-
thing about pulling down the walls 
and people think you are crazy!
Think Kingscliff beach and the Tweed 
Heads sand by passing project. If we 
had no breakwalls we would have no 
problems like these.  (and we would 
have excellent surf like when I was a 
kid...aaaahh!!)
 
I have been told many times it is an 
unacheivable goal but hey you have to 
have a vision for the future and every 
journey starts with a step.
 
 The vision for the future is the 
Bioshphere fund that accepts tax 
deductible donations at the CEC. 
Check out the mis-
sion and goals of 
the fund and the 
myriad ways you 
can elect your do-
nations to go into a 
myriad of projects 
that acheive the 
centre’s goals.
As far as climate 
change is con-
cerned, for those 
that have trouble 
getting their head 
around it, I always 
sight a couple of 
sayings....
think of it like 
this...after the in-

dustrial revolution, we have had a 200 
year party and now it is time to clean 
up the mess before destruction a 
disease sets in “ and “ there have been 
six mass extinctions on this planet. 
the five in the past were caused by 
volcanoes and meteors but this is the 
first man made one’
Lastly may I encourage you to sup-
port the great work that goes on and 
use the centre to obtain info and 
opinion about all the projects (and 
habitat protection like buy back the 
bush and land for wild life) Buy your 
exclusive personal products from 
the shop and remember that it has 
some of the best gift ideas you can 
think of. For every occassion the shop 
has something suitable. Take your 
tousist/visitor friends there and feast 
on all the local information and local 
products that abound!! Remember a 
turtle never gets anywhere unless it 
sticks it’s neck out!
Stuart
new fellah!

VOlUNTeer rePOrT

The promised offsets rarely work to 
offset the already emitted emissions 
– they are usually scams to start with 
and incompletely monitored. Na-
ture is requiring all emissions to be 
stopped – moving the lawn furniture 
makes money for the traders who 
arrange the moves, but doesn’t fool 
nature.
Handing out some money for re-
newables seems beneficial, but that 
money could and should have come 

from removing fossil subsidies. If 
pollution and waste are priced and 
people have the money, the market 
along with some regulation will find 
the best products.
Governments getting their hands on 
the money just means they dole it out 
for favours. They tote up the 5 billion 
for clean energy, but don’t empha-
size how much of its going back to 
the polluters for oxymoronic clean 
coal, or even much more in excep-

tions, and free permits, or the $ lost 
in inefficient schemes at the whim of 
unknowledgeable, uncaring, lobbied 
policy makers.

The Australian scheme is partly right: 
a price with $ back to the people 
but is spoiled and made insufficient 
by having exclusions, handouts to 
polluters, and allowing offsets and 
trading in the future. Those must be 
stopped.  The fight is on.

SHOP PHOTO
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Greetings lovely ones.  Well 
we’re positively fizzing with 
hope and delight here.  The best 
news around right now is the 
resurgence of decent people 
standing up for the planet.  You 
could say the Tweed’s been a bit 
apathetic for a while, but the 
No Rally Group (now Northern 
Rivers Guardians) has changed 
all that.  They’ve been leaping 
about, gathering good energy 
and spreading it far and wide: 
rekindled lots of hopes and gird-
ed many a loin.  Their campaign 
to stop the rally was successful 
not only in itself, but in wak-
ing up lots of sleepy people and 
showing us the power we 
can have.

Even Caldera Environment 
Centre is having a bit of a 
surge.  Lively, respectful, 
productive meetings make 
for more good energy and 
on it goes.  There’s still the 
dam loitering in the back-
ground, King’s Forest and 
Cobaki Lakes monster-
ing the immediate future, 
and any amount of other 
interesting times ahead, but 
we’re all the better for this 
renewal.  Sincere thanks to 
everyone involved.

Speaking of brilliant and 
life affirming, we have to 
give a big hug to the Tweed 

Echo.  What an amazing thing it is 
to have a slice of the media which 
tells us what’s actually going on.
Okay I’ll stop frothing now.  Maybe.  
Our other piece of good news is the 
Pixel building in Melbourne.  This 
is an office building, housing eighty 
people, which is carbon neutral.  It 
supplies all its own water and power.  
It’s got some sweet innovation, like 
harvesting the methane from the 
toilets and using that energy to heat 
the hot water for showers and sinks.  
There are wind turbines and solar 
panels on the roof, the panels actu-
ally turn to face the brightest bit of 
the sky and follow it about.  

The water is collected from the roof, 
it’s treated to potable standard and 

stored in a 20,000 litre tank under 
the building.  The toilets are vacuum 
system (like aeroplanes) which 
means they only need half a litre of 
water per flush, as opposed to the 
minimum four and a half litres in 
normal systems.  The grey water 
goes to a pit with a live filter in it, 
then on to a “living edge” system of 
greenery which cools and shades the 
workspace.  Not totally perfect, be-
cause the partly treated remains of 
the sewage (everything they couldn’t 
squeeze out for their own use) ends 
up in the sewer. But it’s all quite 
amazing non the less.

Other features include the concrete, 
which contains half the usual em-
bodied carbon, and the wood, which 
is all either recycled, or sourced 
from FSC (Forest Stewardship 
Council) approved areas. There’s 
heaps more. Google it
.
The architect, Dylan Brady from 
Studio 505, says the aim is to prove 
it can be done, and the more peo-
ple who opt for these life affirming 
methods, the cheaper and more 
attainable they become.

It’s good to see a bit of sanity creep-
ing into the mainstream.  Who 
knows where it might lead.
Glory in it,      

Consuela



ARIES   
You are at least partly a figment of 
your own imagination, but don’t let 
it scare you, Aries.  After all, we’re 
all in the same boat.
TAURUS  
Now come on, what happened to 
that advice last year about doing one 
brave thing a week?  About time to 
give it a go, don’t you think.
GEMINI 
A stitch in time saves nine, so 
shouldn’t you be checking on the 
white-ant trails occasionally?  Even 
once a decade would help.
CANCER  
If you were as stingy as some of 
your friends you might realize 
there’s nothing difficult about saving 
money. Take control and prioritize!
LEO 
You’re starting to think people owe 
you some respect. Now honestly, I 
don’t want to discourage you, but 
how much do you really deserve?
VIRGO 

Chocolate, cigarettes, cannabis – 
whatever your downfall is, just re-
member it’s moderation that matters. 
Sounds corny, but allowing a bit of 
leeway makes it all possible.
LIBRA   
All of a sudden you realize you need 
tech support. Perhaps you were tak-
ing it for granted before, Libra.  So 
do yourself a favour and master at 
least one new trick.
SCORPIO 
What on earth can you do about glo-
bal warming? OK, getting informed 
might be a good start,  so why not 
swap the Biggest Loser for Lateline 
once in a while.
SAGITTARIUS  
I’d like to be able to offer you some 
good news, but right now the press-
ing matter at hand is taking control 
of your diet. Haven’t we talked 
about this before?
CAPRICORN 
Now listen, Capricorn, I am going to 
be blunt with you. Choose one thing 

you want to do, and actually follow 
through with it.  Just to prove to 
yourself you can.
AQUARIUS 
Life is supposedly like a box of 
chocolates, so why do you keep 
picking out those hard toffee ones 
when there is so much choice?
PISCES 
The longer you leave the lawnmow-
ing the more impressive the end 
result when you finally do it. The 
science is certainly in on that one.

Astute readers (and Librans) may 
have noticed the omission of a read-
ing for Libra in the last edition. This 
was due to unexpected influences 
from the asteroid belt, which made it 
difficult to settle on  an accurate in-
terpretation for Libra. I felt it better 
to omit altogether, rather than offer a 
possibly substandard reading.    CS

CaPTaiN SaGe 

The textile industry can rarely be 
considered fair or environmentally 
caring and the sad truth is it can 
often be considered superficial.

With the advent of the ‘eco’ move-
ment, there has been an increase 
in misleading advertising through 
manufacturing claims and labelling 
processes, which can also be called 
greenwashing*. It is important to get 
to know the businesses and brands 
you purchase from. The credentials 
of the products and services should 
be available on tags and/or labelling. 
To be Certified means to be endorsed 
with authority by a third-party 
institution or state by successfully 
meeting certain requirements. (E.g. 
GOTS Certification.)

Just because a product label or manu-
facturing claim says: eco-friendly, 
green, sustainable, organic or 100% 
natural, this does not mean chemi-

cals or unfair labour treatment has 
not entered the process.

Greenwashing
“This term is generally used when 
significantly more money or time has 
been spent advertising being green 
(that is, operating with considera-
tion for the environment), rather 
than spending resources on envi-
ronmentally sound practices. This 
is often portrayed by changing the 
name or label of a product to evoke 
the natural environment or nature 
- for example, putting an image of a 
forest on a bottle containing harmful 
chemicals. Environmentalists often 
use greenwashing to describe the 
actions of energy companies, which 
are traditionally the largest pollut-
ers.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Greenwash)

See Green Peace website -  www.
stopgreenwash.org

An excellent site that gives us all 
the ability to have our say and to get 
informed and to stay connected with 
others who are bringing light to all 
areas of business commerce.

For those residing in Australia, 
there is currently no legislation that 
directly regulates green marketing.  
If you are concerned that any claim 
a company or business is making 
is misleading or deceptive, you can 
refer to Section 52 in the Trade Prac-
tices Act (1974) - a general provision 
for prohibiting “unfair practices”.
Contact the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission.
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/in-
dex.phtml/itemId/815327

Also see this website where you can 
also report a company or write an 
article on perceived misconduct.
www.greenwashreport.org/legisla-
tion

Blood on the Ama-
zon. DVD 

By Clover Hart.  (Website www.excelsisorganics.com.au)

THe TeXTileS iNDUSTry



If undelivered,please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090
Sth Murwillumbah 2484

100% recycled postconsumer oxygen bleached paper
Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC or its members.

CalDera eNVirONmeNT CeNTre meeTiNGS:5.30Pm  2nd Tuesday of the month at the Shop.  

CalDera iNSTiTUTe FOr SUSTaiNaBle COmmUNiTy DeVelOPmeNT:  Farmers market at the murwillumbah Show-

grounds every wednesday from 7am - 11 am.

earTH learNiNG:  for meetings, talks and events, contact adrienne on 66791439

TweeD CaN (Climate action Now) : 2nd Thursday of month, upstairs at the imperial Hotel murwillumbah, 6.30pm

TweeD laNDCare:  meets the third wednesday of the month, at the rSl murwillumbah at 6pm.

FrieNDS OF wOllUmBiN laNDCare:  1st Saturday of month, kyogle road, opposite Boulder Close, 8am

TweeD SHire COUNCil: meetings, third Tuesday of the month 3.30pm. Community access - preceding Thursday 

4.30pm

wOllUmBiN BUG (Bicycle Users Group):  4th wednesday of the month, imperial Hotel, murwillumbah, 6.30pm.

NrG: every 3rd Saturday of the month 2-4pm, for location. Contact Secretary, andrea Vickers: 0459355862

COmiNG eVeNTS

The CEC is located at
4 Queen Street, Murwillum-
bah, Phone 66721121
Email tree@calderaenviron-
mentcentre.org


