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e d i t o r i a l
Dear Readers, As the 
Goanna indicates, the 

Wollumbin Festival at 
Tyalgum is on its way.

Please come with the 
whole family and all of your 
friends and enjoy the unique at-
mosphere for 2 and a half days in 
mid October ( 14th till 16th ).

 The Caldera Environment Cen-
tre has been a supporter of this 
festival since the beginning in 
2001- and for very good reasons, 
because it is much more than just 
an event full of good music.

It brings Aboriginal people and 
Non-Aborigines together -- some-
thing that will, so we hope, spread 
throughout the rest of the land. 
The Dreaming Festival at Wood-

ford started this year and is an-
other encouraging example.

When you are at the festival, you 
can easily imagine that this was 
the place where Aboriginal people 
came together for their celebra-
tions and festivals. 

This took place over a very long 
time until it was interrupted by the 
arrival of the early boat people, 
disguised as convict refugees. 
These immigrants did not only 
show little or no respect for the 
people and the culture, they also 
saw and treated the land with 
similar disregard. For the Black 
people it was the earth mother, for 

the intruders, it was something to 
be exploited and used for profit 
without any regard for the future 

consequences.

So letʼs  go back 
in time to where 
the ignorance 

began, and this time give the 
respect that was missing! We have 
the opportunity to learn from them 
about connecting with nature, and 
how to relate to the environment 
in a human sustainable way.
 
This is all happening within the 
energy field of the sacred moun-
tain that is now officially recog-
nised by its Bundjalung name: 
“Wollumbin”- the cloud catcher.... 
See you at the Festival.
                       
Klaus Fuhrmann
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Wollumbin Dreaming was formed and incor-
porated in September 2002 as a not-for-profit 
association and the aims and objectives 
broadened to include commitment to pro-
moting the education of the general com-
munity about traditional indigenous culture, 
the impact of white settlement and seeking 
solutions to contemporary community issues 
through collaboration, consultation and com-
munity participation.

WOLLUMBIN DREAMING INC
Aims and Objectives

1 To support, promote and effect the edu-
cation process pertaining to issues of the 
Environment, Natural Law and Spiritual 
Development.

 2 To encourage people to recognise their 
spiritual link with Mother Earth.

3 To provide venues for the dissemination 
of information from the Bundjalung Elders to 
the broader community.

4 To promote, honour and support the teach-
ings of Traditional Indigenous Values in as-
sisting the creation of a new perspective for 
the guidance of future generations.

 5 To promote an awareness of the natural 
environment by emphasising conservation 
issues and sustainable technologies.

6 To promote personal healing, healing be-
tween diverse groups of people and healing 
between humans and the natural environ-
ment.

7 To promote the awareness of Wollumbin as 
a mountain of Sacred Significance.

8 To assist the Bundjalung Nation in wel-
coming all cultures to share in their spiritual 
connection with Mother Earth and to honour 
those who respect the natural environment 
and human issues in a CELEBRATION OF 
UNITY.

Wollumbin Dreaming

goanna image courtesy of Wollumbin Dreaming 



The Wollumbin Festival is a 
community based, family ori-
ented, multicultural festival with 
a focus on indigenous recogni-
tion and reconciliation, environ-
mental awareness, healing and 
sustainable lifestyles.

The festival has grown from 
collaboration of Bundjalung El-
ders and NE NSW environment 
campaigners, initially to gain 
support to 
protect the 
western 
slopes of 
the sacred mountain Wollumbin 
(MT Warning) from logging. The 
slopes have now been included 
in the National Parks estate 
and Co-management with the 
Bundjalung Elders Council is 
still being pursued.

The festival highlights include 
traditional dance, corroboree 
and senior Bundjalung Elders 
speaking on traditonal values 
and culture,the stolen genera-
tions and the impacts of 
white colonization on 
their people and 
country.

This yearʼs program 
includes a series of 
workshops teaching traditional 
dances to children and youth, 
both black and white, as well 
as special workshops with tribal 
elders for existing Bunjalung 
dance groups.

The 3 day festival will show-
case local and regional music 
talent, a reconciliation embassy, 
environmental exhibitions and 
workshops, in a celebration of 
unity.

The Wollumbin Festival is held 
annually, usually in October, at 

the Tyalgum Sports Ground, 
Tweed Valley, northern New 
South Wales, in traditional 
Bundjalung ceremonial country, 
to celebrate the sacred moun-
tain Wollumbin and our com-
mon connection to planet Earth.

The first Wollumbin Festival 
was held in late September 
2001 with little more than a doz-
en dedicated volunteers with a 

vision to unite the local environ-
ment movement and the Save 
Wollumbin Forest Campaign 
with the Bundjalung Nation to 
lobby the NSW government to;

•  Recognize Wollumbin as 
a Sacred Mountain to all the 
Tribes of the Bundjalung Na-
tion.
• Include Wollumbin State 
Forest in the National Parks 
Estate.
•  Introduce Co-management 
of the Estate by the Bund-
jalung Nation with the Na-
tional Parks & Wildlife Ser-
vice and New South Wales 
State Government.

 A major feature of the festival 
is the indigenous ceremony, 
evening corroboree and senior 
Bundjalung Elders talking about 
their traditional culture, the 
relevance of Wollumbin as a 
Sacred Site, and the impact on 
their people and country since 
the European invasion.

The Save Wollumbin Forest 
theme was continued in 2002 
when the festival attendance 
was doubled and workshops 
were introduced to further 
enhance public awareness of 
environmental issues, healing 

and alternative technologies.

The second of these original 
objectives was substantially 
achieved in March 2003 when 
the NSW government legis-
lated to include Wollumbin 
State Forest in the National 
Parks Estate, except for 380 
hectares, which still has 
mining options prevail-
ing as Wollumbin State 

Conservation Area. The other 
objectives are still being pur-
sued through public aware-
ness activities including the 
Wollumbin Festival.

The Wollumbin Festival 2003 
was expanded to include Friday 
night stage performances and 
more workshops in environ-
mental, healing and technology 
subjects and dynamic inter-ac-
tive kids-space programs. The 
attendance was again doubled 
with the adoption of the theme 
ʻIn Unity - Celebrating Mother 
Earthʼ and the strong theme of 
Indigenous recognition, ac-
knowledgment and reconcilia-
tion. 

The 2004 festival was once 
again enormously successful.  
Uncle John Roberts, Bund-
jalung elder and chairperson of 
the Wollumbin Dreaming com-
mittee, was particularly im-
pressed because of the greater 
involvement of the elders.  
Aunty June Gordon and Uncle 
Roy Gordon praised it highly. 
The festival included a Bund-
jalung dance which had not 
been performed for 100 years, 
the Dance of the Young War-
riors.
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 ʻIn Unity - Celebrating Mother Earth  ̓

Festival History, from Wollumbin Dreaming website: 
http://www.wollumbindreaming.org/festival.html



Wollumbin Festival is a magical 
celebration of unity, linking people 
through music while raising awareness of the 
mountain and our connection to Mother Earth.

In times of change and uncertainty, we need to 
connect with like-minded souls to strengthen our 
connection with each other, the 
Earth and the Universe.

Music, art, dance, stories and 
workshops are powerful chan-
nels for communicating significance and building 
partnerships for mutual benefit and understand-
ing.

The mountain calls all Aboriginal people and 
non-Aboriginal people alike to gather at this 
year’s festival to consider our ideals and values 
in a celebration of unity. We are all supported by 
the living planet and connected to every other 
living thing but are so close to destroying the 
very thing we depend upon.

Experience the enthusiasm, honesty, energy and 
optimism of people who care.

Wollumbin Festival celebrates the Sacred Moun-
tain.

The festival is a platform with a range of objec-
tives focussing on indigenous, natural environ-
ment, human relationship, and sacred issues. 
Tyalgum is one of the traditional meeting places 
for the tribes of the Bundjalung Nation, who 
sometimes hosted tribes from adjacent Nations 
at gatherings in the caldera of Wollumbin. The 
festival is helping to bring together the Bund-
jalung Nation with fellow humans to respect the 
Sacred mountain Wollumbin. These meetings 
facilitate a sharing of culture and meaningful 
values for humanity in the recognition that we 
are all connected, to each other, the environ-
ment and mother earth.

There will also be representation of more appro-
priate management strategies for the rich bio-
diverse natural resource of native forest. Local 
environment groups will display information 
about their important conservation work and 
expressions of interest for participation is sought 
from more environment groups to showcase 
regional work in preserving the environment for 
the children.

 In a Celebration of Unity, the festival re-cog-
nises the significant sacredness of Wollumbin, 
and a plan to look after this sacred place; for our 
directions are shaped by our conscious intent. 
The people of the Bundjalung Nation and the 
Wollumbin Festival Committee invite all people 
to come. We hope to see you there, All Together 
Sharing This Country, and please drive carefully!

The Wollumbin Festival goals are to promote 
awareness of the traditional Bundjalung culture 
and the significance of this sacred mountain and 
to promote the culture of total environment 
awareness so that we preserve this place for the 
children. The festival fully supports the move to 
preserve Wollumbin’s sacredness through the co-
management and co-ownership of the mountain 
by the traditional peoples, the Bundjalung.

 So, everybody’s welcome to live life, celebrate 
it, look after it, look after us mob, together, 
and Mother Earth, country, unity, culture. 
Wollumbin, thank you.

 Bundjalung Elders Address
 the 2003 Wollumbin Festival

www.wollumbindreaming.org/festival.html
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Programme for Friday 14th October 2005

TIME MAIN STAGE

5.00-5.30 OPENING &

SMOKING CEREMONY

5.30 - 6.00 DEVANIKA

6.15 - 7.00 TIME

7.15 - 7.45 EMERALD

8.00-8.25 TRIBALICIOUS DANCE TROUPE

8.40-9.10 REVELATION

9.25-10.00 DUBSHACK

10.15-10.45 EVOLOVE

11.00-11.45 GOSSAMERGAIA

12.00-12.25 TRIBALICIOUS DANCE TROUPE

Programme subject to change without notice
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The rise of capitalism; the en-
lightenment and the scientifi c 
revolution; the shift to indus-
trial capitalism; and the effects 
of christianity – have been the 
more recent historical encul-
turations of our ideas of nature 
and wilderness.

This has left us with ideas 
of the physical separation 
of the human from nature 
(early capitalism), ideas of the 
separation in our minds of the 
human from nature (science), 
ideas of nature and wilderness 
to be managed as industrial 
resource (industrial capital-
ism), and ideas of god having 
said it was ok to behave that 
way towards nature (organised 
religion) (Pepper 1996).

These meanings within our 
minds are expressed as cultur-
al practices, the things we do. 
The way we interact with na-
ture, how we see nature, what 
we choose to do to nature, are 
functions of the teaching and 
learning processes we have 
experienced.

Ideas of wilderness within my 
own standard issue enculturat-
ed mind were of places empty 
of human occupation, places 
which have been unaffected 
by human interference, places 
which remain in their “natural 
state.” Alternate knowledges 
however come into our minds, 
creating meanings counter to 
those previously existing, re-
placing the earlier meanings. 

Knowing, now, that in Aus-
tralian history, “When James 
cook sailed up the east coast 
of Australia, in 1770, he re-
marked that the land looked 
like a gentleman’s park”, and 
that “indeed it was, for those 

eucalypt groves set in grassy 
plains were the result of 
45,000 years of careful man-
agement by Aboriginal people” 
(Flannery 2002), ...
..., knowing that the Aboriginal 
people had made the land-
scape to be that way, and had 
kept it that way - in productive, 
long term, human sustainable 
management (Townsend–
Cross 2005), ...
…, knowing that “the popular 
defi nition of wilderness ex-
cludes all human interaction 
within allegedly pristine areas, 
even though they may have 
been inhabited and used by in-
digenous people for thousands 
of years (Langton 1996), ...
 …, knowing that the people, 
here and around the world, are 
being or have been moved off 
the lands they have lived on in 
long-term human sustainable 
ways, knowing that a divide 
exists between western liberal 
conservationist environmental-
ists and the indigenous peo-
ples who have had their land 
taken away, and are calling for 
social justice (Kijas 2004), ... 
…, knowing these things 
causes a change of the mean-
ings in the mind which are 
ideas of wilderness. 

What we call wilderness is not 
an area untouched by human-
kind, it is a land which has had 
thousands of years of human 
involvement, human involve-
ment that is productive and is 
demonstrably long term hu-
man sustainable. 

In “protecting” or “conserving” 
nature as “wilderness” we are 
excluding the people from the 
land, people who’s engage-
ment with the land made the 
landscape look as it does, and 
who’s engagement with the 

land has been productive and 
long term human sustainable.

The wilderness that the west-
ern liberal conservationist 
environmentalists are creating 
is stripped of its natural human 

component, the wilder-
ness becomes a 
place of injustice, 
taken from the 
people there.

-----------------------------
Our ideas of wilderness and 
nature are human cultural con-
structions, historical cultural 
artefacts, they are constructs 
of our cultural encounters over 
time (Cronon 1996).  Socio-
political and cultural factors 
embedded within our societ-
ies cause, through pedagogi-
cal processes (processes of 
teaching and learning), the 
meanings within our minds.  
“Embedded socio-political 
and cultural factors are 
explicated in the realm of 
cultural practice where 
their embedded nature 
is brought into realisa-
tion through human 
interaction” (Offord 2005). 

Embedded socio-political and 
cultural factors are implicated 
in the ecological crisis.

Brian  Summers

You are nature.

Nature is you.

Your mind is nature.
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AUSTRALIANS AND UNAUSTRALIANS

continued page 15

Australia has been inhabited by the (ab)original 
Australians for 40,000 - 70,000 years.  Colo-
nialist (mainly Ango-Celtic) Australians have 
controlled this country for 212 years and forcibly 
inherited a wilderness which had been severely 
modified by climate change and ‘fire-stick farm-
ing’.  As a consequence Eucalypts, Proteceas 
and Acacias became more prevalent at the 
expense of rain forest species.  The Caldera 
represents a rare example of the coincidence 
of plentiful rainfall and fertile volcanic soil which 
has given rise to one of the richest and most 
biologically diverse bio-regions in the whole of 
Australia.

The Aboriginals were totally dependant on the 
land and coastal waters for their existence, and 
apart from the northern salt water people who 
had intercourse with Timorese, Macassans and 
Torres Strait Islanders, were totally isolated 
from outsiders.  It appears that the immigrants 
from Indonesia and Papua gradually migrated 
to the South and formed into tribes related to 
their bio-regions or homelands all the way from 
Cape York and Arnhem Land down to South-
ern Victoria and Tasmania.  Although ‘nomadic’ 
these tribal territories were definite and mutually 
respected.  Outbreeding was formalised by a 
complicated kinship, skin or totemic system with 
strict taboos and customs concerning social 
and sexual intercourse and clan and family 
structures.

Australians are an ancient people living on an 
ancient continent and have succeeded to date 
or at least until 1788 for several reasons.

 - They were a non-materialistic, nomadic 
hunter-gatherer people who carefully managed 
their country in an ecologically sustainable way.  
The indigenous flora and fauna provided all 
their   material needs as well as the landscape 
as a whole which satisfied their artistic, spiritual 
and cultural requirements.  The mega-fauna 
of Australia became extinct about the time the 
Australians arrived across the land bridge and 
probably continued in the culture as mythical 
predecessors.  The Rainbow Serpent seems to 

be similar to the serpent in the Garden of Eden 
and it is interesting that the scales of snakes 
like carpet pythons refract sunlight into the rain-
bow spectrum.  

 - For a people utterly dependent on the 
sustainability of their country and their fellow 
creatures, respect for all life and land became 
encoded into complex inter-related dreamings 
of sagas and paintings, carvings and arrange-
ments of landscape features and as artifacts.

 - Australians achieved and sustained 
their lifestyle because of and with the aid of 
simple tools such as stone axes, stone-tipped 
spears, stone knives anb grinding and pounding 
pestles,  shell fish hooks and bone implements.

 - Plant fibre and hair was split and rolled 
into string, and carrying billums and calabashes 
of many kinds were painstakingly fashioned 
from string, leaves, bark and wood.  There was 
no need for the wheel but the boomer-
ang is a uniquely Australian invention.

 - Deliberate birth control and 
natural attrition where only the fittest 
survived, regulated the human poplula-
tion to a total of less than a couple of 
million.

As a consequence of this garden on eden life-
style Aboriginal Australians had more time for 
leisure and cultural activities than do contempo-
rary British Australians.  Whereas Australians 
lived in harmony and equilibrium for thousands 
of generations, contemporary Elizabethans 
are teetering on the brink of ecological / envi-
ronmental disaster: Desertification, salination, 
poisoned rivers and water bodies, lack of water 
and colonisation by trans-national corpora-
tions and the USA, has all come to pass in four 
or five generations.  According to the current 
administration it is unAustralian not to wage war 
against our own country (US bases as bomb-
ing ranges using depleted uranium) and against 
innocent civilians in Asia.
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It is commonly observed that 
“the law is an ass” and few who 
follow court proceedings would 
argue with this. News outlets 
daily report cases which clearly 
indicate there is one law for the 
“lower orders” and another for 
the rich and well connected. 
Essentially you get the “justice” 
you can afford to purchase.
 
No surprises in this 
as British law was 
written by the ruling 
class expressly to pro-
tect their property and 
infl uence.
  
A reasonably new addition to 
the ammunition available to 
the movers and shakers is the 
SLAPP suite. Standing for “stra-
tegic legal action against public 
participation” this type of action 
is usually launched under our 
fractionated and one-sided libel 
laws with the express inten-
tion of silencing and punishing 
anyone who has the temerity 
to expose whatever scam the 
plaintiff is up to.
  
In these actions the facts of the 
matter are largely irrelevant, 
truth being no full defence. But 
win or lose, the invariably well-

heeled, prosecutor of the action 
gets to drag the defendant into 
court, intimidate them with ex-
pensive legal teams, drain them 
of personal resources and often 
frighten them into future silence. 
There is rarely any recompense 
even if a plaintiff loses, award-
ing of costs is not common.
 

This boils down to the ability 
of some to pay the courts 

to intimidate, punish and 
silence any opposition to 

their actions.

The most famous SLAPP action 
of recent times was the McLibel 
case in England. McDonalds, 
which routinely uses this strata-
gem, sought to prosecute two 
low-paid workers for distributing 
fl yers accusing McDs of various 
environmental and industrial 
wrongs. The defendants had no 
assets to lose and tied McDs up 
in court for fi ve years represent-
ing themselves. A world-wide 
support movement grew up to 
fund the defendants and McD 
suffered years of damaging 
publicity. A result for the good-
ies but unfortunately this is not 
the norm.
The “Gunns 10” case currently 
being brought by the big Tasma-

nian logger against Bob Brown 
and others has all the hallmarks 
of a SLAPP action. Gunns are 
claiming millions in profi ts lost 
due to environmental actions to 
save the forests. For my money 
Gunns are on a real loser simi-
lar to the McLibel case.
 
Finally, I make no claims about 
motivations of the plaintiff or the 
nature of the local case where 
developer LEDA is currently su-
ing Henry James for libel.
  
Whilst still a councillor Henry 
had complained about clearing 
along a watercourse on 
the Kings Forest devel-
opment now owned 
by LEDA. Henry 
asked for restora-
tion and reimposition 
of controls which had 
been imposed on the previous 
owner. LEDA sued for libel.
 
We need funds to fi ght this 
case, so please help with direct 
contributions and/or support 
any fundraiser.
 

Tom Tabart 
 

there is one law for the “lower orders” and another for the rich ...

The Big Scrub Environment Centre ... 
... is re-inventing itself in the cyber age, the new mille-
nium of e-networking.

Contact The Big Scrub Environment Centre via:

http://www.bigscrub.org.au

info@bigscrub.org.au

Caldera Environment Centre will be 
running a food stall and a shop stall 
at the festival, and seriously needs 
volunteers to help on these stalls.  Call 
Christine on 66795363 or leave your 
name in the Communication Book in 
the shop, 66721121.

Donations of cakes and vegetarian 
food greatly appreciated.



So itʼs time to celebrate.  If we can ignore our grate 
leader and his band of the living dead, and his buddies 
in the US, and all the hideous crass foolishness they 
call success ... no youʼre right.  Thereʼs too much to 
brush aside.  Can you believe that the people running 
the world put their power and their wallets ahead of 
the future of the planet?  What is that?  How can they 
be so stupid?

So all we can do is celebrate anyway, and glory in the 
fact that we have each other, plus a burgeoning pro-
test movement around the world.  Finally it seems the 
more conscious of the human race are finding ways to 
come together.  Imagine us all standing by while the 
world ends ... thatʼs what weʼve done until now, with 
feeble flapping attempts to wake up being drowned by 
the foolish cynicism of the elites.  Weʼre just too eas-
ily conned into blaming 
the victim - itʼs just so 
comfortable that way.

But at last weʼre waking 
up and starting to move.  
In Australia, Getup, for 
example, is a web-based 
action group commit-
ted to political and social change. John Howard and 
his gang are very worried about it, so there must be 
something to it.  Check it out:  www.getup.org.au

Further afield, thereʼs lots of stuff happening in 
South America at the moment.  Venezuela, largely 
through its radical left-wing president, Hugo Chavez, 
is undergoing a revolutionary change.  Chavezʼs gov-
ernment is evaluating over 700 closed factories and 
businesses with a view to re-opening them under the 
control of the workers.  Many empty factories have al-
ready been taken over by the workers, who then elect 
their own bosses and proceed to prosper.  And when 
you think about it, the businesses donʼt even need to 
make a huge profit, just enough to run the factory and 
pay the wages.

The country is going from strength to strength with a 
17.3% rise in GDP in 2004, and rising oil prices set to 
increase the good news for the oil-rich country.

The USA is not happy, saying Venezuela is basi-
cally every bad thing.  Chavez has accused the US of 
being behind the aborted coup against him in 2002, 
condemned the US invasion of Iraq & Afghanistan & 
threatened to cut off oil sales to the US.  On the other 
hand he has offered cheap oil to the poor of the US.  
Many in Venezuela are very nervous, given the USʼs 

ever more nasty and threatening rhetoric.  Human 
rights and Fair Trade activists around the world com-
mend Chavez for his attempts to fight the US regional 
stranglehold and to bring justice for the poor of South 
America. Chavez has called us to join the movement 
to rescue hunanity.

According to Chavez, 1.4 million Venezuelans learned 
to read and write within a year and a half. Also, three 
million Venezuelans who were previously excluded 
from education due to poverty have been included in 
the education system. 70% of Venezuelaʼs popula-
tion now enjoy access to free health care and over 1.7 
million tons of food are being provided to 12 million 
Venezuelans at reduced prices. Chavez is urging other 
South American countries to follow his lead.

And Argentina seems to be 
getting the idea, according to 
the new Canadian film “The 
Take”. Once again, workers 
are taking over closed facto-
ries and making it work for 
them.

Thereʼs a lot to take in, par-
ticularly about Venezuela, so visit www.
venezuelanalysis.com and see what you 
think.

On a much smaller scale, Byron New Energy 
is an organisation dedicated to researching and 

developing clean renewable energy sources.  The 
most remarkable example is Sol Millin, who is run-
ning his 1983 Daihatsu Charade on water instead of 
petrol (!)  Using an existing design called Joeʼs Cell, 
Sol has been driving regularly between Myocum and 
Mullumbimby, and even as far as Brunswick Heads 
ʻwith only a few backfiresʼ.  Sol reckons anyone could 
make their own Joeʼs Cell, which seems to consist of 
ʻa glass jar of water and three bits of stainless steel 
tubing, connected to the carburetorʼ.  (Byron Echo, 
23-8-05).

And back to the celebration. Itʼs all happening at Tyal-
gum Sports Ground on 14th-16th of October - a com-
ing together to honour the Indigenous people and let 
everyone get together to replenish the reserves and get 
on with the good work.  We can only do it together.  
So lets turn up for the dancing and the singing and the 
learning and the joy of Wollumbin Festival, 2005.

Whooping it up,
Consuela
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D E B A T E
Sustainable Agriculture and the Irrelevance of Chemical Use

The discussion about chemical use by Samuel 
Dawson, (Tree, Issue 2, p7, Aug, 2005) does not 
consider the current unsustainability of agriculture.

Readers of this magazine do not require readily ob-
tained statistics of the means by which white settle-
ment is killing the land, but it may be of interest to 
note that agriculture moves toward sustainability 
the more it becomes diverse or polycultural in the 
plants and animals it farms, the more it becomes 
organic, and the more it reduces oil use.

Within the economic structure of this society, there 
are organic farmers who are able to earn a living, 
but such people find that they tend to become un-
economic with any serious movement toward polyc-
ulture, and certainly any attempt as well to reduce 
oil dependence, delivers the death nell of market 
competitiveness.

It is fashionable among serious researchers of 
agriculture sustainability to think that broadscale 
agriculture can become sustainable.  Unfortunately, 
the fact is, the nature of the beast is such that it 
is largely economically constrained; triple bottom 
line or sustainability theory says simply that sus-
tainability cannot be reached by further increasing 
economic sustainability in an economically over-
subscribed system.

So what is the path of agricultural sustainability?  I 
would suggest that it has already begun in near 
chaos and without government support with the 
movement of people out of city areas to country 
small landholdings.  These people often tend to 
act with scant agricultural knowledge and ride-on 
mowers because they are not seen as potential 
valid contributors to the feeding and clothing of the 
nation.

Small rural holdings properly resourced and with 
people trained in minimal polluting simpler living 
and sustainable agriculture, make available greater 
person power per square hectare for 
rural repair of degraded land, than that 
of present rural populations fuelled by 
a conventional unsustainable agricul-
ture.

With the twin momentum’s of peak 
oil and the fact that conventional agri-
culture is not able to retain organic matter levels it 
becomes clear that it is not affordable to see weeds 
as waste; something without value; something to 
be poisoned.

Fore the soil,
Geoff Dawe

It was good to read Sam 
Dawson’s well informed 
contribution to the Glyphosate 
debate. I would like to add to this, 
from the viewpoint of a graduate 
(majoring in Environmental 
Resource Management) and 
experienced land-carer.

Firstly, what I believe is an 
important distinction. A herbicide 
such as glyphosate is designed 
to kill plants whilst a pesticide 
is designed to kill insects or 
other animals (Oxford English 
Dictionary 2002). Animals 
and plants have very different 
metabolisms. Pesticides are 
typically far more likely to have 
effect on animals and humans 
than herbicides. 

Secondly, anyone can put 
information on the internet. A 
good scientist only gives weight 
to documented information that 
is known to have been well 
scrutinised for its accuracy. There 
will always be some doubt and 
some questioning. That is how 
knowledge progresses.

When it was first released, most 
unwanted damage occurring 
from glyphosate use was due 
to the surfactant (used to 
help wet the leaf so that the 
herbicide will adhere to the 
surface and be absorbed to 
do its work). This problem has 
largely been met with later (often 
referred to as ‘frog friendly’) 

compositions. All chemicals that 
we use have some impact on 
the natural environment. Some 
common household chemicals 
can be more toxic to natural 
environments than glyphosate.

Much of the anti glyphosate 
feeling has arisen due to the 
actions of Monsanto, the original 
manufacturers and marketers 
of the chemical under the 
trade name ‘Roundup’. The 
production of genetically modified 
‘Roundup Ready’ soy beans 
and other foods is of major 
concern. Genetic modification 
undermines conservation of 
natural plant species. Instances 
of contamination in non-modified 
crops and food streams are 

A herbicide such as glyphosate ...
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documented. It also encourages 
excessive and unnecessary 
use of chemicals that will 
deplete natural soil life and 
fertility, and increases risk of 
chemical residues entering 
the food chain. Ultimately it 
may lead to tougher weeds 
and glyphosate dependant 
crops. I oppose Monsanto and 
genetically modifi ed foods. I do 
not use Roundup since there 
are equivalent products on the 
market.

As a land-carer I fi nd glyphosate 
a very useful tool for bush 
regeneration and restoration. 
My experience is that with 
discriminate use of glyphosate 
for riparian reforestation and 
restoration, around ten times 
the trees can be planted and 
established for the same 
effort. The task is huge and 
unfortunately ten times the 
volunteers is a luxury we do not 
have.

Camphor Laurels, whilst being 
better than no tree, need to be 
controlled if we are to conserve 
and restore the diverse 
forests native to this region. 
Camphors often have many 
small native trees under them 
waiting for a chance. Injection 
with glyphosate 
saves a large 
amount of labour 
compared with 
other methods 
of ensuring 
the camphor’s demise. It also 
minimises disturbance of the 
desireable plants around the 
camphor. The bare branches 
provide perches and look-
outs for birds, bringing more 
(hopefully native) seed.

I have been told that it’s taking 
short cuts to use chemical 
weed control. Sure it is. We 
also take the short cut of using 
infernal combustion engines 
to transport  ourselves, trees, 

fertiliser and other equipment 
to the site emitting toxic 
fumes and contributing to the 
greenhouse effect. Glyphosate 
may leave the soil relatively 
bare and certainly kills some 
soil organisms. However, 
after a few years we have 
trees big enough to look after 
themselves, and well on the 
way to forest. Herbicide use is 
no longer required and natural 
mulching helps restore a rich 
soil community. 

I believe the benefi ts of careful 
glyphosate use as a tool for 
environmental restoration, far 
outweigh the negative effects. 
Unless the general populace 
wake up to the desperate need 
for environmental care and 
restoration, volunteer numbers 
are unlikely to signifi cantly 
increase. I will therefore 
continue to use this ‘short cut’ to 
maximise the productivity of my 
effort.

Sam Dawson’s, Geoff Dawe’s and Andy Yeomans’ 
responses have moved the debate along.  I would 
like to respond to Sam and Andy.  Firstly to Sam,  
my reference to DDT was not scientifi c but philo-
sophical.  I was not likening the two in terms of 
their makeup or their use.  My argument is that 
science got it terribly wrong when it decided DDT 
was harmless, and the same could easily be true 
for glyphosate.  Sam did not address this issue, 
which to me is central.  Why, as greenies, do we 
give glyphosate the benefi t of the doubt?  Surely 
we’re better off erring on the side of caution.

Andy Yeomans’ offering is also dealing with the 
relative dangers of glyphosate versus the massive 
need for reforestation.  Yes glyphosate is a ‘short 
cut’ and makes the reforester’s job a lot easier, 
but I’m arguing that such work could be seriously 
damaging the environment - how can we say we 
know for sure it’s better to poison the land a little 
bit rather than to tackle the problems slowly but 
surely?  I don’t think anyone would assert that us-

ing glyphosate will mean we can eradicate every 
weed, so why not accept a slower process - one 
where we know that none of our efforts can pos-
sibly be causing damage?

The entire green movement is stupefi ed with fear 
of weeds.  I say we should fear the poison.  If we 
can change our focus we can use our ingenuity to 
solve any problem.

I would be grateful for a direct response to my 
arguments from any interested party.

Christine Moore

Philosophy not Science

D E B A T E

“The quest for justice and peace is 
a rich and precious part of our heritage, 
and is arguably the most courageous thing 
we can do.” Amnesty International
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Minutes (edited), Caldera Environment Centre, 5.30 pm on Tuesday August 9th, 2005, Queen Street, Murwillumbah.

Business arising from July meeting:
• Hoppy wrote to Lands Dept regarding intensity of the Mebbin Springs development
• Mebbin Springs project now underway is based on 30 year old engineering reports TEDCO - a Draft Economic 
Strategy is forthcoming SOLAH supports the as-yet-unscrutinized Beattie proposal for an alternative to the C4 route 
C4 (and compensatory land) walk possibly in October

General business:
• Kings Forest - NPWS investigating irregularities
• T.S.C. - Caldera can seek input into TSC Administrators meeting. What issues are most important for us to present
• Threatened Species Act - now eliminated
• Bug Farm - DIPNR set to approve this. 3.3 tonnes of nitrogen effluent per year will be produced
• Chinderah Marina - 114 berths approved (was originally 29)
• Transport Seminar - to be held in Byron Bay, with Ian Fox
• Jim asks for report from Henry on the Ballina meeting
• A.G.M. - set for October 11th 

Minutes (edited), Caldera Environment Centre, 5.30 pm on Tuesday September 13, 2005, Queen Street, Murwillumbah.

General Business

• Janet Townsendʼs letter re Joe Friendʼs anti-camphor laurel campaign tabled. The meeting accepts that removal of 
camphor must be gradual and with awareness of camphorʼs importance in riverbank stabilization and its provision of 
wildlife habitat.
• Organic Interceptor - Menkit advises that this is a new and non-toxic method of camphor control.
• Topics we can present to the TSC Administrators as part of public access to Council processes: a population cap for 
Tweed; devising a shire Transport Plan; scrapping of TEDCO; Vegetation Management Plan
• Roadside clearing - Eddie says that councilʼs flail mower is prone to run rampant demolishing native trees, espe-
cially in the vicinity of roadside gullies. Hoppy to write to GM suggesting TSC workers be better informed on weed 
and native plant ID.
• Biodiversity Banking - a concept whereby native habitat can be destroyed if compensatory work is done elsewhere. 
The meeting rejects the idea in general.
• Regional Plan - Valerie Thomson of the T.E.C. is formulating a Regional Plan. The old Regional Environmental 
Plan had advisory status only, whereas the Local Environment Plan carries some legislative clout. There is a current 
State Govt moratorium on rezoning (e.g. Area E, Fingal)
• Catchment Management Plan - Jim advises that the Catchment Management Board has documented its strategies 
for Tweed.
• Vegetation Management Plan - Hoppy explains that the Veg Management Plan is an attempt to identify wildlife 
corridors,important habitat, etc, and prioritize actions regarding such sites. Jim proposes a meeting to explain the 
ramifications of the VMP. Rezoning on the strength of the Veg Management Plan could lead to development of any 
land perceived as being degraded. 
• Tugun Bypass - Three bridges on the Eastern Route would make this a workable alternative to the C4. A flyover of 
the current highway corridor was the original preference of the Queensland government. Jim proposes that we op-
pose both C4 and the George Beattie routes. 
• Lot 490 - most of the land will be left as parkland and geared towards ʻlow cost accommodationʼ.
• Caldera Catchment Centre applying for funding for Rowlands Creek riparian restoration, with Jim co-ordinating. 
The CEC will act as a supporter of the grant application.
• Cudgen - Hoppy wrote regarding a D.A. for Cudgen,where it seems a landholder deliberately acted to degrade the 
site.
• Blue-green algae - sighted on Clarrie  Hall Dam.  Algae Hotline notified. 
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As many readers would have realised years ago, 
it is becoming ever clearer that the diff erence 
between the conservative co-alition Tweedle Dee 
is a cigarette paper away from the Labour Party 
Tweedle Dum.  All three major political parties are 
dependent on donations from big business to fund 
their election campaigns and - naturally all solicit 
funding from property developers at both state 
and local government levels.  The local Tweed 
Directions front organisation for pro develop-
ment councillors is mirrored at the state level by 
Labour’s Business Dialogue and the Liberal’s Mil-
lenium Project.  With the major parties soliciting 
brazenly - and therefore totally compromised - the 
importance of Greens, Democrats and genuine 
independence becomes ever more crucial.  

Professor Maurice Daly’s second report into the 
defi ciencies of and the corruption in the Tweed 
Shire Council’s planning processes is worth read-
ing.  

DIPNR is also criticised for being incompetent and 
ineff ectual - something many of us have known 
for a long time.  

With Labour’s Neville Newell as our local repre-
sentative in State government, the three council 
administrators, hand picked by the State govern-
ment, and all coastal development dependent on 
approval by the State government, then clearly 
we have a situation where the Premier and his 

cabinet have unbridled control over Tweed Shire’s 
development and planning outcomes.  If develop-
ers eff ectively control the government because of 
their fi nancial contributions, then what hope does 
the environment - and the commons - have when 
developer profi ts are under threat?  Clearly the 
public have little chance of acheiving sustainable 
outcomes for our shared environment.  

Some developments that have either been ap-
proved or are likely to be approved fairly soon are:

- a huge aquaculture Morton Bay Bug farm at 
Chinderah
- a very large marina for big ocean-going cruis-
ers in the main channel of the Tweed River at 
Chinderah 
- a four-lane motorway through high conserva-
tion-value bushland west of Coolangatta airport 
 
- the continued rape of littoral wallum heath 
land fringeing swan habitat along Cudgen Creek 
and Lake by Leda Developments
- developments at Bilambil, West Murwillumbah 
and Mebbin Springs

Will planning outcomes improve from the sacking 
of councillors, or is there simply too much control 
in the hands of State government politicians and 
their agents?

  Paul Hopkins

TWEEDLE DEE / TWEEDLE DUM TEDIUM
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NOW AND THEN

Now, the proportion of Australians who are concerned about 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS is  57%

Then, in 1992, it was 75%
The Age, 23/1/05

Social justice is an inherent right, like freedom. But, 
like freedom, it can be taken away by a tyrant. It can 
be legislated for (or against) by a government; taken 
away by invaders, police or intimidation; it can atro-
phy through lack of use, or be lost by neglect. How 
can we then, create social justice and enjoy empower-
ment? My answer is ʻa little bit at a timeʼ, the same 
way we do everything else. You may be familiar with 
Lao-tseʼs words; “The journey of a thousand miles 
begins with one step”. It is up to each of us in seek-
ing social justice and empowerment to take that fi rst 
step and every step after it until we have achieved our 
individual and collective goals.

Social justice and empowerment are often viewed 
by ʻwhite  ̓conservationists and environmentalists, as 
their sole province. Often the consultation process, 
so beloved of this middle-class movement, fails to 
engage ʻtraditional ownersʼ. During the Franklin Dam 
era, (1983) there was no consultation with Tasmanian 
Aborigines, relegating their environmental, social, 
cultural and spiritual interests to pre-history, by brief 
mention of the need to preserve ʻsacred sitesʼ. (Rowse. 
Tim.1993. After Mabo: Interpreting indigenous tradi-
tions. Melbourne University Press. P112) 2) During 
the latter days of the infamous ʻJoh  ̓era, (Queensland) 
the Douglas Shire Council upgraded a rainforest track 
to a road (1983-84); conservationists all over Australia 
lobbied and demonstrated their opposition. Among 
other objections, they pointed out that several sites 
sacred to local Aborigines, (the Kuku-Yalanji) would 
be interfered with. Many ʻconservationists  ̓were 
therefore surprised when Kuku-Yalanji spokespeople 
expressed their desire for a ʻbetter roadʼ. (Ibid.) Well 
meaning conservationists, had failed to consult with 
Kuku-Yalanji Elders and leaders, to fi nd out their 
opinions and needs. The lesson here, is that when any 
individual, or group, fails to respectfully engage with 
Indigenous Australian Elders, they run the risk of be-
ing seen as just another imperialist/invader. Too often, 

the needs of ʻwhites  ̓are the only visible consideration 
and I think criticism that we have merely varied earlier 
colonial themes is valid. Despite ʻgood intentions  ̓
there is a lack of social justice and disempowerment of 
traditional owners, whenever their opinion and permis-
sion is not sought.   

Since any attempt at social justice is subject to a ʻlong 
time frameʼ, I feel it is wise to look at ways that this 
time frame may possibly be shortened, or at least 
begun. 

Each of us is no less capable of thought, change and 
growth than any other person.  When brains were 
handed out at the baby factory, we were not short-
changed. We all have thirty billion brain neurones.

Nobel Laureate, Albert Szent-Gyorgi said, ʻDiscov-
ery consists of looking at the same thing as everyone 
else and thinking of something differentʼ. If we want 
social justice/ empowerment, we may choose to heed 
the words of Author/Philosopher Arthur Koestler who 
said, ʻIf the Creator had a purpose in equipping us with 
a neck, he certainly meant for us to stick it outʼ.

If we desire social justice/empowerment then we 
need to know that, change is inevitable, yet almost 
everybody resists change, excepting as educator Roy 
Blitzer said, ʻThe only person who likes change is a 
wet babyʼ. If we do not accept and initiate culturally 
respectful and knowledgeable change in our shared 
micro and macro environment, then we will end up 
exactly where someone else wants us to be. 

My grandmother said; ʻThe ten (10) most important 
two (2) letter words in the English language are: If it is 
to be, it is up to me.        

Peter Webster

Social Justice and Empowerment:    
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“Be the change you wish to see in the world”  Mahatma Ghandi

Australians lived as primitive communists in a 
way that prophets like Jesus advocated.  They 
had only what they could carry.  Whereas greed   
and pride were once the cardinal sins, our con-
temporary European system depends on self 
interest and greed.  Pride and greed (called 
“rugged individualism” by English speakers) is 
encouraged by the dominant mercantile system 
which is driven by a universal mass media based 
on advertising and government propaganda.

Compared to decisions made by a consensual 
council of elders, contemporary democracy is a 
myth because advertising for elections depends 
on funding by the wealthy and the self interested 
- especially the mining and development indus-
tries.

Interestingly, the new frontier of medicinal drugs 
and bio-engineering is in the biologi-
cal frontiers of the third world, including 
Australia.  Aborigines extensively used 
native plants and animals for medical 
purposes.

There is much we can learn from the traditional 
Australian culture so that co-operation rather 
than competition could become the dominant 
paradigm.  Imagine collective farming of native 
plants and animals rather than individual herds 
of hard hoofed animals and exotic crops with all 
the attendant weed and environmental problems.  
Most farmers, like all government, are concerned 
only about immediate results and care little for 
future generations.  Nature’s cycles and systems 
are planetary in time and scale.  

Paul Hopkins

...., from page 7

AUSTRALIANS AND UNAUSTRALIANS
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Visit the rels ...
Byron Bay Environment Centre   www.byronenvironmentcentre.asn.au

Nimbin Environment Centre    www.nimbinaustralia.com/environmentcentre

The Big Scrub Environment Centre   www.bigscrub.org.au

The North Coast Environment Council   www.ncec.org.au

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW   www.nccnsw.org.auwww.nccnsw.org.au

Gecko,       www.gecko.org.au
Gold Coast and Hinterland Environment Council

Our own web address is     www.calderaenvironmentcentre.org



Wollumbin Festival 
Volunteer Enquiries
Phone Robyn 
0427531936 

If undelivered,please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090 Sth Murwillumbah  2484
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Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC or its members.

AGM
The AGM (Annual 
General Meeting) 
will be held on the 
second Tuesday in 
October, before the 
regular monthly 
meeting, at the 
Caldera Environment 
Centre at 5.30pm.

  

UPCOMING EVENTS

WOLLUMBIN FESTIVAL 2005
 October 14th to 16th. Noon Friday to Sunset on Sunday. Camp on 
site for this Drug, alcohol and pet free event at Tyalgum Showground 
in the Tweed Caldera.

Gecko general meeting 12th October, then Nov 9th,  www.gecko.org.
au

Friends of Wollumbin Landcare, Riverbank Project workday: Kyogle 
Rd. Uki/Byangum - First Saturday morning of each month, 8am.

Tweed Landcare Inc., meetings 3rd Wednesday of each month, RSL 
Murwillumbah, 6:30pm.

Tweed Greens, 1st Thurs each month,  Birdwing Cafe, 7pm. Birdwing 
Cafe, Tumbulgum.

River Festival - 14th October, at the start of Water Week, culminating 
in festivities at Tweed  Heads on 22nd.

Uki Fringe River Festival - Saturday October 29th.

Tree-planting, Wollumbin Festival - 14th-16th October.  8 - 10 am Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Meetings of the CEC are always 2nd Tuesday of the month, 5:30pm, next meeting is on the 
11th October, 8th November.

Volunteer positions available at the Caldera Environment Centre Shop and as research person.

The CEC is located at Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121.


