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Dear Readers,

I hope most of you came to the fi fth Wollumbin 
Festival in October and those who did certainly 
confi rm that it was  again very successful in bring-
ing together white and black people, creating that 
typical tribal athmosphere at Tyalgum. More Bund-
jalung Elders attended from different tribes than 
ever before. For me this was the essence of this 
festival: providing opportunities for people from 
different cultures to get 
to know each other, learn 
from each other and 
share the optimism that 
cruelly disrupted rela-
tionships of the past can 
be healed. If Australia 
as a whole - and Tweed 
Shire as part of it - donʼt 
focus on the situation of 
their First People - then 
all achievements either 
political, economical, environmental or cultural can 
only be superfi cial and will not give us peace of 
mind and real contentment.
The environmental part of the festival went well. 
1,000 trees were planted, watered, mulched and 
protected by tree-guards. Tom Alletson from coun-
cil and his team and also Claire Masters from 
Tweed Landcare and Cynthia Brook from Tyalgum 
Landcare deserve credit for this well organized 
project. A similar one is planned for the next festi-
val.
For the Caldera Environment Center the festival 
was a very good fundraising event and Ian, Kim, 
Lauren, Ailuj, Brian, Debbie, Robyn, Ngareta,  
Hop.E, Cynthia, Dianne, Glenn, Christine, June and 
others did a wonderful job. Also thanks to all the 
doners - Diana and Giovanni from Fresh Whole-
foods in Murwillumbah were again exceptionaly  
generous. 
There were 19 environmental workshops, fi lms, 
talks and discussions. Thanks to all who contrib-
uted and shared their knowledge. 

The proposed second dam for the Tweed Shire was 
the topic of a forum at the Wollumbin Festival, 
and at the end of that investigating talk every-
body agreed that all should be done to prevent that 
2nd dam. The crucial point is that we need to cap 
population growth or all natural resources will be 
exhausted rather soon. The promotion of wise water 
use will not only delay that point of exhaustion it 
also has the benefi t of altering peopleʼs attitude 
regarding what they take for granted. A general 

change of lifestyle-values is 
what will stop a 2nd dam. 
Normally these changes 
are not spectacular but they 
are part of a strategy which 
allows us to be optimistic 
: ANOTHER WORLD IS 
POSSIBLE. Using water 
sparingly is just  one of the 
most urgent shifts in our dai-
ly awareness, from there we 
start questioning all the other 

needs like the frequency with which we use cars, 
electricity. If we really want an alternative society 
we must start living that alternative.  How often do 
I know that my decisions of what I do and mostly 
what I buy is supporting something that is doomed 
to go down the gurgler? Is prolonging a system of 
greedgratifi cation, shareholdervalues, plundering of 
the environment, wars and death of democracy. 
So instead of being frustrated that we so often are 
in the position of David  trying to overcome Goliath 
without having that marvellous slingshot - we must 
walk steadily towards what we think is the right 
way to live. 
Regarding the sharing of our water resources, see 
the short overview of the “Macro Water Plans” in 
this issue, a water use strategy for the North Coast 
Region recently announced by the Department of 
Natural Resources. Next time we will go into more 
detail.  

    Klaus Fuhrmann

Fair Christmas. 
Subvert Consumerism. Help the 
Third World. Buy your Fair Trade 
goodies at Caldera Environment 
Centre.
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TOPICS  FOR  DISCUSSION  WITH  TWEED  SHIRE 
COUNCIL  ADMINISTRATORS 

CONSERVATION  AND  LAND  MANAGEMENT

Fundamental environmental problems such as desertification, Global Warming and Climate 
Change are proven realities which cannot be ignored by governments.

Ecologically Sustainable Development underlies the “triple bottom line” accounting system 
because worthwhile economic and social outcomes cannot be achieved without a thriving 
environment and a healthy eco-system.  NO ECOLOGY: NO ECONOMY.

The principles of ESD are fundamental to the decision-making of the CEC (Caldera Envi-
ronment Centre) and should be at the bedrock of government decision-making.

Many Councillors in the previous administration were ideologically blinkered and invari-
ably voted along pre-determined lines that had everything to do with “Personal property 
and prior use rights” and very little or nothing to do with ecological or even environmental 
sustainability.

As a consequence there has been, and probably still is, a reluctance to embrace ideas which 
are not in accord with the dominant paradigm of constant growth and “economic rational-
ism” as the raison dʼêtre  and mainspring of our community.

The CEC was very disappointed to discover that the Administrators have decided to ignore 
the Government Architectʼs advice to disallow large mass earth moving and cut and fill op-
erations on land over 20% inclination above horizontal.  This is a regrettable decision which 
goes against ESD principles, sound environmental management and the original mapping 
constraints of “Protected Lands” by the Soil Conservation Department of CALM, which 
became a basis for the Tweed Vegetation Management Strategy and Plan.  TSC has demon-
strated a breach of faith, not only to the TVM committee, but to the residents of this shire.  
In the days before large bulldozers and excavators, buildings on steep land were erected on 
stilts, stumps or piers using suspended floors.  It is not necessary or desirable to massively 
cut and fill steep land in order to build.  Cut and fill roads (especially) are one of the princi-
pal sources of soil erosion, turbidity and sedimentation.  (As reported by CALM, DLAWC 
and DIPNR).

The CEC had hoped that a new administration would mean sound environmental outcomes 
for Tweed Shire.  It seems that we were naively optimistic.

With the best long term outcomes for long term residents in mind, we would like to discuss 
the following issues with the Administrators.



1. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ZONES should be 
 “NO GO” AREAS

Ex-Mayor Warren Polglase, like Max Boyd in his role as opposition councillor, and 
like the current troika of Administrators, have all publicly stated - often - that the 
environment  is the prime asset of Tweed Shire. BUT at the Stategic Planning level, 
Environmental Protection Zones, despite their stated aims and objectives can be  - 
and are - trashed at will.

Any piece of undeveloped land, regardless of environmental and habitat values, is 
grist to the engineers  ̓mill, especially the insatiable appetite of the traffic engineers. 
Wetlands in particular are drastically modified and fragmented to suit convenient 
engineering outcomes.

- think W4 Route west of Coolangatta Airport 
- think Area E Wetlands, southern shore of Trutes Bay.

Town Planning, like any human activity except war, requires clear rules which are 
consistantly applied. The C.E.C., like all the community members who contributed 
in good faith to planning forums such as “Tweed Futures”, and Area E workshops, 
want the natural values of significant parts of our environment and our habitat pro-
tected (as required in the Tweed LEP) - hence Environmental Protection Zones. 
These places must be quarantined from development.

At  Cobaki, and Terranora/ Trutes Bay, alternative road routes can readily be found 
with a little creative and lateral thinking. All that is required is a mind shift from 
knee-jerk engineering to a more considered environmental  and ecological primacy.

We, the community of all calderan creatures, have had a gut full of watching green-
field sites being endlessly gobbled-up.

Question: 
•  Who in council has the back bone and the ecological understanding to 

resist aggressive developers and obliging engineers?
•  Why canʼt our priceless environment be allowed sufficient funding and 

independence to get the protection residents want?
•  Why donʼt environmental bureaucrats communicate and co-operate at 

inter and intra government level?
•  Why donʼt the administrators listen to residents who have legitimate 

environmental concerns?

•  WHEN is an Environmental Protection Zone NOT an Environmental 
Protection Zone?
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2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Governments ARE the people. Local government especially should listen to local resi-
dents and act for the common good, and NOT  just represent the vested interests of the 
land speculation, development and real estate businesses.

In Tweed Shire we are dominated by very powerful and persuasive  development cor-
porations who have evidently the ear of governments and the media.

TSC pretends to represent local residents but although forums are held to promote and 
review planning stategies and actions, there is no  real two-way dialogue and the 
decisions taken by the administration are not representative of the advice that the 
community surrenders up in vain hope.

i    The Tweed Futures  ̓forums are well attended by community representatives, and 
the message offered was unambiguously in favour of the environment and  
demanding protection from inappropriate and over development.

ii   Area E workshops were well attended but although representatives had a WHOLE 
3 MINUTES EACH to speak on a wide range of issues, no analysis or discussion 
resulted, and the recommendations coming from strategic planners remained 
completely unchanged after the so-called workshop. Indeed in the “Daily News” 
of the following day, the administrators  ̓message was unchanged from the official 
lines delivered before the public were allowed their three minutes of “community 
consultation”.

iii On site planning workshops should have been held on Kingʼs Forest.

Question: 
 •  What will the administration do to undertake fair dinkum “community

consultation”?
 •  Will the administration consider “on-site” meetings between TSC, residents

 and developers as is the practice in many other shires and municipalities?

3.  LIMITS TO POPULATION GROWTH 

i.   Population cap. Maximum capacity ceiling, or
ii.  Maintain high (but reasonable) standards for siting development, according to 

natural constraints:
-  Building on stilts (suspended floors) is a preferable sustainable alternative 

to cut and fill earth moving. (No mass cut and fill earth moving above 20%).
-  Not necessary or desirable to clear whole of site.
-  Maximum flood event and flood plain development constraints.
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Question:
•   Is growth an inevitable or desirable outcome? 
•   Are governments fair-dinkum about ecological sustainability?
•   Do TSC planners and engineers have a proper understanding of the principles

of Ecological Sustainability or a sufficient understanding of the fundamentals 
of Tweed Catchment Management Plan and Tweed Veg. Management Plan?

4. Need to promote TWEED VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN   
 and native (locally indigenous) vegetation. 

The Tweed Vegetation Management Plan took thousands of community & specialist / 
expert hours to formulate but seems to have fallen into a black hole or a dusty drawer.

Question:
•  Why doesnʼt TSC hold public meetings to explain the strategy?
•  Why not implement the plan?

5. Need to promote WATER SAVINGS AND WATER QUALITY 

i.   Autonomous on-site water collection and nutrient recycling as a realistic answer to 
water shortage and dumping of sewage effluent into Tweed River Estuary.  Grey 
water use and composting waterless closets.

ii.  Half of the TSC budget is spent on water supply and sewerage.  A quarter of 
household water consumption goes down the water closet.  Half of domestic water
 goes onto household gardens. Grey water should go onto gardens which are 
productive (vegetables and fruit trees e.g. bananas and pawpaws), or those gardens 
which are locally indigenous so as to provide habitat for wildlife.  (Macadamia 
Tetraphylla is both)

iii.Cats and dogs are unsustainable and have no place in 21st. Century suburbia. 
Incompatible with native wildlife.

iv. Exotic grass lawns are an anachronism that harks back to the wool 
industry and sheep grazing of 18th Century England, and result in unsustainable 
energy and water needs.

Question: 
•   Why not spend part of the water and sewerage budget on encouraging on-site

collection and recycling?
•   How much does T.S.C. spend on maintaining (watering, mowing etc.) exotic

grass lawns & roadside verges?

6



•   How much does the society as a whole spend on lawns and pastures? (more 
money is spent on lawns in Australia than is spent on cereal crops).

•  Why do agricultural pursuits go to the very edge of waterways & water bodies? 
(eg. have a hard look at the pig farm and cattle grazing above Bray Park Weir, 
also Tyalgum Weir and Doon Doon Dam).

6.  PUBLIC MASS TRANSPORT compared with PRIVATE AUTOMOBILE 

i    Need for public transport between Casino and Robina.
ii   Need for public transport within Tweed Shire.
iii  Unsuitability of C4 route west of Coolangatta Airport. (unacceptable monetary, 

environmental and ecological costs).
iv  Need for more and better bicycle pathways.

Question: 
•  What is the long term future of the automobile? 
•  Why waste millions of dollars on destructive motorways? 

7.    Why not GREEN HARVESTING of SUGAR CANE & PLOUGH-IN?

i.   Robert Quirk has demonstrated the viability of green harvesting and composting 
of t(h)rash for returning to the planting medium.  Isnʼt this practice worthy of 
universal adoption by all cane growers?

ii. Co-Generation depends on an unproven and probably unsustainable source of 
carbon.  The economics are not rational because of high recovery & transport 
costs to extract t(h)rash and camphor laurel. Forest products are not readily avai-
able locally in large quantities without threatening the sustainability of those 
forests. 

Question: 
•  Why donʼt local cane growers enter the 21st century and start green harvesting

and composting? Sewage effluent could provide carbon & nitrogen in this system.
•  Is green electricity greenhouse-neutral?
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8. Why not support application for a BIOSPHERE RESERVE?

UNESCOʼs “Man & the Biosphere” Programme promotes the establishment of Bio-
sphere Reserves as a way of conserving High Conservation Value Habitat, protect-
ing the livelihood of indigenous inhabitants & their culture and to promote the wide 
spread adoption of Ecological Sustainability as a basis for all development. 

eg. The W4 Route west of Coolangatta Airport is a potentially destructive and ri-
diculously expensive proposition, which has become a possibility because of the 
complicated political & commercial interests of a diverse and contradictory “pub-
lic”.  The stakeholders and groupings include: indigenous humans and wildlife 
of the Cobaki Bio-region, GCAL and associated developers,  local Queensland 
residents at Tugun. Their local representative in the Qld. Parliament, Qld. DMR, 
NSW RTA, Dept. of Planning, DEC, DNR, Commonwealth Minister for Trans-
port, Commonwealth DEC, Gold Coast City Council, Tweed Shire Council and 
all the political and bureaucratic diversity there-in. 

If all the stakeholders had the primacy of the principles and ethics of the Biosphere 
Reserve as a guiding strategy (and the implicit support for our UNESCO World 
Heritage (CERRA) Rainforests) a more coherent and less costly solution may very 
likely result.

Global warming and climate change could be disastrous for the coast, estuary and 
the floodplains of the Caldera – not to mention the possibility of Dengue and Ross 
River Fever, species extinctions etc etc.  A bio-regional strategy using the UNESCO 
MaB blueprint could help to reverse the current descent into the unknown.

Question:
•  Why not join with other Councils in our bioregion to present a stronger voice 

to State & Commonwealth governments?

9. FUNDING OF TEDC & TACTIC

Over the past decade or more, Tweed Shire Council has given hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to TEDC & (to a lesser extent) TACTIC to do essentially what the private 
sector is supposed to be expert at: ie promoting and developing land and services in 
Tweed Shire. The local market is arguably inflated and over-heated. The Tweed is 
already over-endowed with Real Estate Agents, land speculators and property devel-
opers.

The natural resources of the Caldera are exceptional in global, national and regional 
terms (eg World Heritage status for our fringing rainforests).  These natural val-
ues are readily appreciated by visitors and residents.  Recent coastal developments 
around and south of Kingscliff mean that facilities which used to be accessible to 
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Tweed residents (eg “wild” beaches, natural water bodies and casual lifestyle) are no 
longer available to the average resident.  We have become disenfranchised by corporate 
franchises.  

Funding should go to an effective mechanism for protecting our natural resources (eg 
a full-time, independant, well resourced and well respected ecologist to implement and 
manage the Tweed Vegetation Management Plan).

Question:  
•  Since the fi rst payments, how much money has TSC paid TEDC & TACTIC?
•  What have been the outcomes - above those which would have occurred 

naturally?

10. ROADSIDE POISONING, MOWING AND FLAILING

We believe there is a fetish for roadside vegetation destruction which goes well beyond 
arguments for sightliness and road safety.

In fact roadside shrubs and small trees could be seen as crash barriers and traffi c calming 
mechanisms if they are appropriately designed.

We are making a submission to the Chief Engineer about indiscriminate poisoning and 
fl ail-mowing of roadside vegetation, but it is a matter of fact that there are environmental 
and ecological considerations which should temper the knee-jerk engineering require-
ments of road-design and maintenance as executed by engineers. (see reference to exotic 
grass control in “Questions” to Item “3” above).

Question:
•  Is it safe &/or necessary to poison grass around roadside posts or weeds along 

urban streets?
•  What instructions do fl ail-mower operators receive concerning native and 

weed species of vegetation.. (eg why fl ail and disperse “cuttings” of Indian Flame 
Trees for increased growth.  Why mow and poison vegetation along water- 
courses?)

•  Will the administrators and relevant offi cers consider adopting a minimum 
poison strategy for roadside vegetation similar to the one in Byron Shire?
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So now weʼre all seditious!  Those laws are very 
dodgy.  What about the one where if youʼre detained 
you can tell one person but if they tell anyone itʼs 
fi ve years in prison for them?  Itʼs hard to see how 
this could help against terrorists.  On the other hand 
if someone like you or me got detained, such a law 
would stop any solidarity action from outraged citi-
zens.  Given the gov-
ernmentʼs behaviour 
re refugees and deten-
tion centres, doing their 
best to keep the media 
out, itʼs not looking 
good.  Log on to www.
worldpeacenow.org.au 
or www.civilrightsnet-
work.org or www.lawcouncil.asn.au .

But what am I thinking?  This is a good news col-
umn, and there actually is some.

Japan is leaping ahead with green technology.  Toy-
ota, Honda and General Motors are jostling for posi-
tion, each with a variation of a low or no petrol car.  
And thereʼs lots more.  A fuel cell water heater for 
instance.  Not so much green technology as perma-
culture, this home unit extracts hydrogen from natu-
ral gas or LPG, along with oxygen from the air.  A 
reverse chemical reaction creates electricity while it 
heats the water, enough electricity for 60% of the us-
age of a family of four.
And hemp stems, combined with acid extracted from 
sugar cane or sweet potatoes, is being used to replace 

plastic and wood in cars (for door linings and interior 
trim) and will be used in the construction industry 
once enough hemp and vegies are available. (Sydney 
Morning Herald 22-10-05).

Sounds good, although not deliriously brilliant, and 
nothing less could take our mind off the demolition 

of our human rights and 
freedom of speech.  Itʼs so 
sad to have to admit that 
the average Australian is a 
twit, but it really looks like 
itʼll be far too late before 
the mainstream wakes up.  
Maybe Howard will get 
chucked out over Industrial 

Relations, but thereʼs not much integrity in conrol of 
the Labour Party either so theyʼre not going to give 
us back our rights any time soon.

I have to fi nd a sunny side to fi nish with, so letʼs take 
heart from the fact that both Bush and Howard are 
sinking in the popularity stakes.  Thereʼs nothing to 
say that both wonʼt come up with something dastard-
ly before the elections to bamboozle the poor fool 
public once again, but right now theyʼre on the slide.  
Sorry but thatʼs the best I can do.

Up against the wall,

Consuela
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For gifts with difference and charm, shop at 
your Caldera Environment Centre, Queen Street 
Murwillumbah (near the clock)

Books. Jewellery. Trees. Cards. Incense. Candles. 
Soaps. Fair Trade chocolate, tea and coffee.  Hemp 
clothing, bags, hats and skin products.  Heap wraps. 
Organic fi bre plates and bowls. Fairy dresses. Organic 
skin products. Calenders. Diaries. Posters. Stickers. 
Badges. Christmas Cards.
 And much more...

Christmas / New Year 
Raffl e

Support your
Environment Centre

Collect tickets from 
the shop to sell to your 
friends.
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Macro Water Plans are structured to provide for 1. The Environment.  2. Basic land-holder rights.  3. 
Town Water supplies.  4. Irrigation  and commercial  - in that order.  There are 9 plans for the North Coast 
Region, with 198 water sources or sub-catchments.

Initial feedback is being sought from stakeholders early next year, and those living close to a creek or 
stream should evaluate and respond to the Tweed Plan when it is published.

Readers seeking more detail should enquire at the Murwillumbah offi ce (Main Street) of the Department 
of Natural Resources.

Paul Hopkins

ʻBenefi ts of macro water plansʼ
What will the macro water plans provide?

Macro water plans are water sharing plans which 
apply to a number of water sources across catch-
ments or different types of aquifers in New South 
Wales.

Water sharing plans set rules for sharing water 
between the environment and water users.  They 
bring water users still operating under the Water 
Act 1912 into the one licensing system managed 
under the Water Management Act 2000 and are cur-
rent for ten years.

The plans clearly defi ne shares in the available wa-
ter for licence holders.  They also provide irrigators 
and farmers with continuing or ʻperpetual  ̓licenses, 
which have a title separate from the land, enabling 
better water trading opportunities.

Water sharing plans support the long-term health 
of rivers and aquifers by making water available 
specifi cally for the environment.

On 1 July 2004, water sharing plans commenced 
for 31 river and groundwater systems in New South 
Wales.  These plans account for about 80 per cent 
of water extraction and cover some of the most 
stressed rivers and aquifer sources in the state.

Macro water plans are now being prepared for 
most of the remaining unregulated rivers [1] and 
groundwater sources in New South Wales and will 
include up to 28 surface water plans and up to 12 
groundwater plans.

They will include an indicative set of water sharing 
rules which can be adjusted to suit local circum-
stances.

--------------------------------------------------
[1] Regulated rivers are declared by the Minister for 
Natural Resources.  They include those rivers with 
major storages which provide water mainly for irriga-
tion.  All other rivers are unregulated.

New South Wales Government
Department of Natural Resources.



D E B A T E
THE REAL ISSUES

Time given to pedantic explanations of the molecu-
lar differences between DDT and glyphosate in the 
roundup debate illustrates the muddled thinking 
around this issue. The comparison made was that 
both products are said to be harmless, but DDT has 
been recognised as highly toxic whereas glyphosate 
has yet to be classified.

An explanation of the chemical difference added 
nothing to the debate.  However in spite of the mo-
lecular difference there are similarities, for instance 
both accumulate in fat cells.

It is known that DDT is persistent in the environ-
ment but whether or not glyphosate is persistent, to 
my knowledge, is yet to be ascertained.

The real issues involved in the use of glyphosate in 
land care have not been discussed and are:

•  Scientific studies in Denmark found glypho-
sate in underground water (it was subsequently 
banned)

•  A number of scientific studies have found that 
glyphosate kills frogs and fish (David Suzuki 
supports this argument against glyphosate)

•  Studies conducted in New Zealand found that 
glyphosate killed beneficial organisms in the soil 
(Muriel Watts, environmental scientist and author 
of The Poisoning of New Zealand)

•  The World Health Organisation says that 
glyphosate breaks down into highly toxic sub-
stances and off-gasses for 100 days in tempera-
tures of over 60 degrees

These are just some of the issues concerning 
glyphosate and as a result of the Danish findings 
it becomes clear that we cannot believe Monsanto 
when it says that glyphosate breaks down in the soil 
and will not contaminate the underground water 
table.

In the nineties the New York Attorney General did 
not believe Monsantoʼs claim that “glyphosate is as 
safe as table salt” and fined the company millions of 

dollars for false advertising. Monsanto was forbid-
den to continue to make this claim in New York but 
has been able to successfully continue elsewhere.  
Monsanto itself actually says that glyphosate binds 
with the soil, the question that needs to be asked is 
if this contradicts its claim that it breaks down into 
organic substances.

 The term organic needs to be qualified. Can harm-
ful chemicals be classified as organic?  Are organo 
phosphates (neuro toxins) organic?  How long does 
glyphosate stay bonded to soil particles?  What are 
the actual chemical components that combine? The 
likelihood of glyphosated soil blowing in wind and 
spreading in the environment should be investi-
gated.

 Glyphosate breaks down into phosphorous oxy-
chloride and nitric oxide which off-gas on sunny 
days. It contains nickel which is a biocide, i.e. it 
kills beneficial bacteria in the gut. The fact that 
glyphosate off-gases means that these chemicals 
must also blow around in the environment.

 As for the claim that Duo “a water friendly glypho-
sate” can be safely used along our waterways, I say 
that from my research into human health effects of 
Duo used by Byron Shire Council, adverse symp-
toms suffered are so severe that if frogs are not 
affected I would like to see an independent study 
supporting this.

 I recently interviewed Dr.Steven Davies, Founding 
Director of Bio Lab in London.  He is a world re-
nowned physician and bio chemist who co-authored 
Nutritional Medicine ( a best seller for the past 20 
years) and who has been researching the effect of 
chemicals on human health for many years. Dr. 
Davies told me that testing in his clinic often shows 
glyphosate to be present in the fat cells (as is DDT!)

This, he says, contributes to a toxic overload which 
gives rise to ill health. He is chairman of the British 
Society for Nutritional Medicine and advisor to a 
number of health orientated organisations.
I have spoken to many health care practitioners who 
successfully test for glyphosate residues in humans.   
My research into the subject of chemical accumu-
lation in the human body has led me to conclude 
that there are two types of people as far as immune 
systems go.  Those whose systems go into overload 
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trying to detox for chemicals and those whose im-
mune systems do not fight.  People whose systems 
go into overload develop all the symptoms of 
Chronic Fatigue and Multiple Chemical Sensitivity  
which I believe are caused by the effort to detox.                                         

Those whose systems do not fight accumulate 
chemicals without any obvious stress to their bod-
ies and often develop cancer etc.  People with CFS 
and MCS do not get cancer!

 So it is possible that Landcare movements might 
one day face litigation processes for requiring 
workers to use poisons.

There is plenty of documentation of the adverse 
effects of glyphostae on human health.  Are frogs 
tougher than humans?  Should we be using glypho-
sate along river banks to control weeds such as cats 
claw?

I am as concerned as everyone else about environ-
mental weeds and as a member of the Upper Clar-
ence Environment Network contributed to raising a 
grant to control cats claw but decided to withdraw 
when other members would not discuss the possi-
bility of finding alternatives to glyphosate.

Proponents for using glyphosate in weed control 
are mostly academically trained individuals who 

have been fed the company line.  It takes someone 
not living in their head and in tune with the envi-
ronment to intuit that there is no place for poisons 
in our forests and along our waterways.  And then 
to do the research which will support this knowl-
edge.

 Dowsers say that their pendulums do a negative 
spin when they encounter places where poisons 
have been used. There are dimensions other than 
the immediately perceived to consider.

 It does not make sense to poison the earth while 
freeing it of plants that are considered to be grow-
ing in the wrong place.

It does not make sense to endanger the lives of 
already threatened fauna, with the idea that this is 
preserving a forest.

It does not make sense to poison landcare workers 
and other people who might be exposed as a result 
of land care work.

An ecology theory which recognises the inter-con-
nectedness of the whole must be put into place.

Ashiya Austin
Co-ordinator Roar 
Byron Bay

D E B A T E

WATER WISE USE

The average household water consumption figures 
published in the ʻTweed Link  ̓on Nov. 1st. show 
that Casuarina uses 1043 litres/day whereas Tyal-
gum uses 497 litres/day or half as much.  The shire-
wide average is 600 litres/day.

 Millions of dollars have been spent on rehabil-
litating native vegetation around  Casuarina and 
the developer Don OʼRorke claims that Casuarina 
demonstrates “Worldʼs best practice” for urban de-
sign.  Whereas architectual expression is supposed 
to be strictly regulated, garden designs appear to be 
unregulated.  Contemporary landscaping and urban 
design on the Tweed should incorporate locally 
indigenous plants, on-site water collection, on-site 
grey water use and waterless composting closets.    

It is worth remembering that a half of household 
water consumption flows directly onto (mostly ex-
otic) gardens and lawns, whilst a quarter goes down 
the water closet.  More resources are used on main-
taining lawns than is spent on harvesting the nations 
cereal crops. 

All of the Tweed Coastʼs sewage effluent is destined 
to end up in the lower Tweed Estuary causing pollu-
tion and totally wasting scarce resources.
If the extravagant water users followed Tyalgumʼs 
example, and if water-wise strategies were encour-
aged or mandated by Council, the proposed second 
dam at Byrrill Creek would probably not be needed 
- ever. 

                        E.P. Hopkins, Tyalgum
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100 Million Litres of Wa-
ter to be Saved each and 
every Year

Councilʼs recent sustainable households 
give-away initiative saw 2,000 AAA 
rated showerheads and 10,000 compact 
fl uorescent light globes distributed to 
households in the Tweed Shire. This 
was twice as many as originally planned 
and $270,000 worth of energy and water 
saving devices were given away to the 
local community in just one week.
The give-away was funded under the 
NSW State Governmentʼs Greenhouse 
Gas Abatement Scheme and will result 
in more than 100 million litres of water 
being saved in the shire each year, as 
well as making signifi cant reductions 
in household energy use and associated 
gas emissions.
Dan Walton, Tweed Shire Councilʼs 
Sustainability Offi cer said that because 

word of mouth is such a powerful tool 
for infl uencing attitudes and behaviour, 
he hopes that the 2,000 households that 
were lucky enough to receive a free 
AAA rated shower and fi ve compact 
fl uorescent light globes tell their family 
and friends about the environmental and 
economic benefi ts of using these prod-
ucts.
“The new water effi cient showers are 
a vast improvement on the older ver-
sions and save at least 25,000 litres 
of water per person every year. The 
give-away was an education initiative 
that is aiming to get the word out there 
and encourage a wider uptake of these 
products in the community. If every 
household in the shire installed AAA 
rated showers in their bathrooms, more 
than 1.6 billion litres of water could be 
saved each year” he said. For people to 
improve their water effi ciency at home, 
the very fi rst step is to install a water 
effi ciency shower.

We got this information from Tweed Shire Council.  Good on you Dan for this really good action  -  and it 
did not even eat up anything from our rates.  Well, after that great start, we are now ready for other exciting 
initiatives like discounts for water tanks, solar panels, composting toilets etc.  (The funds for this could come 
from an environment levy which is long overdue). 

The recent opening of the Council nursery at Uki is another step in the right direction.  This time Tom Allet-
son and Andrew McCauley from Tweed Shire Council came up with this great idea: when you are a member 
of a Landcare group you are welcome every Friday (noon to 3pm) at Smiths Creek Road (two kilometres 
east of Uki) next to the sewerage plant.  There you can learn a lot about native plants and trade some work-
ing time for lovely trees and shrubs.  

Donʼt miss that opportunity!  We need more of those.
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THE BLOSSOMING

Check out the superb work of Tania Summerell

Honouring the earth.  Celebrating the spirit.  Nourishing the heart.

City of the Arts Space, Murwillumbah.  9th - 16th December 2005
Offi cial opening Friday 9th December 6pm.  Phone 66724709 for info.



Meeting of the Caldera Environment Centre, Turesday 8 November 2005

1.  Kings Forest.  Drainage issues of concern at the site.  Council has declined approval to graze cattle at the site.  
However, the developer is still pursuing higher levels of government for approval.

2.  LEP Templates.  Concern raised over restructuring of NSW planning laws, the development of the ʻ LEP 
Template  ̓may dumb-down Tweedʼs planning controls, as homogenous rules are imposed.  More information is 
needed to make a proper assessment, expected to arrive by email.  Also, changes to threatened species legislation 
may be a backward step as they seem to be intended to give developers greater certainty.  Concern raised about 
public complacency as the issue may be too complex for many to understand.

3.  Submission to Administrators to be presented before Christmas.  Submission concerns 12 items that the CEC 
regards as important such as development on slopes greater than 20 degrees.  

4.  Boulder Close Quarry.  A request was received for the CEC to make a submission to Council regarding the 
expansion of a quarry in Boulder Close.   A Developer already extracting rocks from Boulder close has applied 
to substantially increase what is removed.NPWS has stated that the rocks are important components of habitat 
for flora and fauna.

5.  Wollumbin Festival Report.  Klaus reports about the Festival and suggests ideas about ways it could be modi-
fied to better involve people in workshops as well as achieve the aim of reconciliation.  

6.  Letter to ACF regarding water conservation.  Hop.E raises the point that projects such as desalinisation plans 
arenʼt needed if proper water management is employed, such as increasing availability and acceptance of water 
tanks, grey-water  recycling and composting toilets.

7.  Area E.  A workshop is to be held by Council about the development of the site.  Issues around the develop-
ment concern its size and proximity to the Terranora Inlet and issues concerning run-off.
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If undelivered,please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090 Sth Murwillumbah  2484
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Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC or its members.

  

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friends of Wollumbin Landcare, Riverbank Project workday and Christmas 
Party: Kyogle Rd. Uki/Byangum - Sunday 4th Dec, from 4pm. Bring your own 
gloves, useful tools, chair, fi ngerfood and drinks to share.

Caldera Environment Centre Christmas party:
Midday Sunday 11th Dec.
Mt. Warning Swimming Hole.
Mt. Warning Road. Past caravan park. Past picnic area. Sharp left over con-
crete bridge and sharp right up hill (road begins to thin). Next picnic area ap-
prox 1 - 1.5 kms up on left hand side. 
Bring drinks and food.

Aboriginal Heritage Rally, re Tugun Bypass, Sun 11th Dec from 10am QLD-
time at Boydʼs Street, Tugun, Rugby League Football Oval, Bora Ring Site.

The annual Gecko awards evening - The Geckos - Friday 16th Dec, 6.30pm 
at Gecko House - contact Ben on 0755341412.

Tweed Landcare Inc., meetings 3rd Wednesday of each month, RSL 
Murwillumbah, 6:30pm.

Tweed Greens, 1st Thurs each month,  Birdwing Cafe, 7pm. Birdwing Cafe, 
Tumbulgum.

Homeland Festival of sacred Song and Dance, 30th Dec - 1st Jan, Homeland Com-
munity, Thora, NSW, 0266558571, www.bellingen.com/homeland

The Blossoming. Tania Summerell, City of the Arts Space, Murwillumbah, 9th - 16th 
Dec, Offi cial-opening Friday 9th Dec, 6pm. 0266724709

Meetings of the CEC are always 2nd Tuesday of the month, 5:30pm, next meeting: on the 13th Dec.
The CEC is located at Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121. 


