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All the people from the big cities who are keen to get 
away from those urban monsters and are ready to cash in 
their sometimes ridiculously expensive places, dreaming 
of a sea-change, are faced with the fact that ʻsea-change  ̓
is running out of real-estate.  The coastline is fi lling up.  
But the developers already have the solution:  letʼs make 
it a ʻtree-changeʼ.  Go and take over the hinterland.  Ev-
erybody says itʼs beautiful 
there.  They compare it with 
paradise.  How much does it 
cost to pave paradise?  This 
new land-grab is even backed 
by Frank Sartorʼs North Coast 
Regional Development Strategy, which says that we 
need to take the pressure off the coast and move inland.  
You cannot call that advice ʻstrategic  ̓when all it does is 
move the pressure from one vulnerable area to another. 

The proposed Nightcap village development would 
be between Kunghur and Mt Burrell. It would be 420 
buildings, including shops, motel and conference facili-
ties. 130 dwellings will be 3 stories high. According to 
the development application this would result in 4500 
extra vehicle movements per day. A 400% increase in 
population based on 2.2 persons per dwelling.

Not everybody seems to share my view, but for me it 
is one of the most important political questions in con-
temporary Australia:  do Australians ever want to grow 
up from their attitudes, implemented by the fi rst settlers, 
or more appropriately the convicts, released convicts, 
invaders and serial killers of indigenous peoples? They 
came with their means of power, their muskets, and 
took what they thought they deserved and had a right to.  
What right, what damn right?  The people already living 
here were swept aside, ie often massacred.

Nowadays the means have changed, but the attitude 
remains the same.  You donʼt use muskets any more be-
cause if you have big money you take what you want, 
what you think you deserve and can afford.  You go and 
buy Tweed Shire.  The people who arrived here in the 
last few decades, came with a desire to live simply and 
do their best to nurture the environment, trying to heal 
the damage of the past. Loads of cashed-up people com-
ing in from the cities, with their big 4WDs, their need to 
commute, and their large ecological footprint (which in 

their view might seem to be a huge down-sizing), will 
have massive impact on that culture, not to mention the 
roadkill and accidents which must follow on that treach-
erous road to Murwillumbah. Upgrading and maintain-
ing that road would be a nightmare for generations of 
ratepayers to come. If the developers were forced to pay 
the true cost to the environment, that development would 

never happen. They sim-
ply could not afford it.

The development ap-
plication (DA 06/1054) 
has been on public display 
at council, and although 

the time has passed for putting in submissions, the Cal-
dera Residents  ̓ Action Group Inc.(CRAG) has asked 
the council for an extension, arguing that this project 
should not be treated as a normal application, due to its 
size.  Hundreds of handwritten letters have already ex-
pressed opposition to that proposal.  Contact CRAG on 
66797273 and ask how you can support the case. Their 
web site is www.crag.asn.au  

This is not just an environmental issue, but goes to the 
heart of democracy in Australia.  Our democratic rights 
are already under substantial threat, with the new media 
laws, workplace relations and the undermining of our 
civil liberties under the guise of protecting us from ter-
rorism.  Frank Sartorʼs power to decide that a whole vil-
lage (double the size of Uki or more) can pop up out of 
the blue, is a further erosion of democracy.

Everybody who will bear the consequences of a 
Nightcap Village must be given enough time and enough 
information from the pro and not pro factions and THEN 
those people should gather to fi rst talk and then vote af-
terwards.  Thatʼs democratic.  Thatʼs the right procedure, 
and I would accept the result, although I might not like 
it.  A decision on a scale such as this cannot be democrat-
ically legitimised by three administrators who were not 
elected, nor by Frank Sartor, sitting in faraway Sydney.  
It has to be the people living in that area who make the 
decisions for that area.  

Get up stand up, stand up for your rights.  Get up stand 
up, donʼt give up the fi ght.

Klaus Fuhrmann

NO  NIGHTCAP  
NIGHTMARE
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e d i t o r i a l
Full Spectrum Dominance?

Dear reader,

Itʼs quite a while ago since the 
last TREE newsletter was published 
- and one reason for that delay was 
a letter we got from one of our read-
ers, printed on page 5. This letter 
was at the centre of vivid discus-
sions amongst the editorial team 
over several evenings and we still 
do not agree on how to proceed. 

Before I go more into the de-
tails I should make it clear that we 
absolutely encourage people to send 
us their comments because that is 
one of the main purposes of this 
newsletter: to get everyone involved 
beyond your mere membership, 
providing the opportunity to express 
your concerns, fears and hopes as a 
first step of becoming more active 
- as a remedy against frustration, 
depression and despair.  So please, 
use this newsletter as our chatroom 
for the like-minded!

Back to the letter we got! It was 
focused on Brianʼs article “The 
ecological crisis, the collapse of the 
ecology, the ecological imperative 
for change, ...” in the last newsletter 
where he dealt with the condition-
ing of our beliefs and behaviour 
through cultural agents. In his line 
of arguing he wrote a short para-
graph referring to God as one of the 
most powerful of those agents. He 
did not identify Him/Her as the God 
of Christian tradition, but it was 
clear that his statement was point-
ing to the bible where in the book 
of Genesis it says that humans were 
made at the end of creation and 
were given the task of dominating 
nature. This task was specified by 
saying: “Be fruitful and multiply, 
fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion of the fish of the sea, over 
the birds and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” [or as per 
the King James translation “And a 
fear of you and a terror of you will 

continue upon every living creature 
of the earth” and that “Every mov-
ing animal that is alive may serve as 
food for you”].

Brianʼs interpretation of this part 
of the scripture was given in a very 
abbreviated way (suggesting that 
god said “go eat the animals, trash 
the forests, it has all been made for 
you”). It can be seen as principally 
critical of any religious belief.

 Everybody who studied religion 
on a broader scale knows that there 
are all kinds of descriptions of how 
the world was created and how 
humans are part of it, but the full 
spectrum dominance of the human 
race over all the rest of creation is 
unique to the Christian version - and 
the fact that this belief system is one 
of the main pillars of our modern 
society is the reason to analyse it 
more thoroughly. Putting humans 
ABOVE the fellow inhabitants of 
planet earth can lead to misunder-
standings which cause certain mis-
behaviour. If one sees earth as Gaia, 
as a living organism where no-one 
can thrive without the wellbeing of 
all the others, those misunderstand-
ings can not come up easily. I am 
aware that there are pro-environ-
mental quotes in the bible as well - I 
particularly like the passages where 
we are told that everybody is every-
body elseʼs brother and sister and  
also the ones where Jesus kicked the 
bankers out of the temple- but I am 
worried that those quoted above can 
be misused.

If our spirituality would be simi-
lar to the Aboriginal kind we would 
not be able to hurt mother earth the 
way we do since we landed on this 
continent. So it seems that some 
spiritual belief systems can be more 
suitable as allies in our efforts to 
avoid further harm to our environ-
ment than others. This is precisely 
the significance of a debate which 
Brianʼs article may have triggered. 
It is not an exchange of theological 
interpretations but rather an answer 
to the question: What role do certain 
spiritual conceptions play in rela-

tion to the ecological crisis? Do 
they help to activate people or do 
they distract or lull them, accord-
ing to the famous statement that 
“religion is opium for the people”? 
The role of the Christian religion is 
clearly important just because it is 
the dominant in Australia, but if we 
consider how many people spend 
their time and energy by looking 
to the stars, listening to channelled 
messages from the beyond or ex-
pecting major changes from Mayan 
time calculation - then we may ask: 
How powerful could the environ-
mental movement be if those ener-
gies would be united for the changes 
which are related to a reality that is 
not as hypothetical as for example 
the existence of a personal god or 
goddess or demigod or demon. As 
an agnostic I do not think that those 
entities can not exist but I prefer to 
base my decisions on more solid 
grounds. I do not know whether 
there is a god and wonder why so 
many people are so sure about it 
but when I see the Titanic steering 
straight into the iceberg (and this 
is a very accurate metaphor for the 
ecological crisis) I prefer not to rely 
on praying to someone who may 
or may not exist -  I prefer to make 
the ship change direction. Let us 
deal with the known sources of our 
problems, let us study them and the 
options for their solution.  

Klaus

Fellow editor Christine states 
that she is concerned that some 
Christian greenies might take of-
fence at this stance. She feels it is 
important to honour the beliefs of 
others.

The headline ʻfull spectrum 
dominance  ̓points at the language 
of the US government. The foreign 
policy of the Bush government talks 
of full spectrum dominance when 
they promote the spread of their 
version of freedom and democracy, 
violently and agressively, clearly on 
a mission.
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For the past fifteen, ten and possibly five and even 
fewer years, conservative politicians like Ian Cawsley 
(Nats. Grafton) have fulminated loudly that global 
warming is just greenie propaganda without scientific 
proof.  Even quite recently, John Howard and neo.con. 
ideaologues like Bob Brinsmead and Bob Robertson 
(Tweed Mail) have gone to great lengths to deny that 
Global Warming is caused largely by man made CO2 
emissions.  Rather than sign the Kyoto Protocol or 
stimulate the up-take of renewable energy, the conser-
vatives prefer to attempt to “clean-up” coal and adopt 
nuclear energy.  Obviously Australian and US Govern-
ments are captives of the mining industry and large 
energy corporations.  Indeed we would not be in Iraq if 
it was not for Cheney, Rumsfeld, Haliburton and all the 
other oil and coal industry connections.

The Howard Government would rather pass on some 
of the cash from coal to drought stricken farmers, than 
admit culpability or commit the country to sustainable 
energy and water use.

Attitudes towards water and energy use must change 
radically if we are to extricate ourselves from the 
downward spiral of rising temperatures, dwindling wa-
ter resources, and declining agricultural  production.

The conservatives are accountable to the people of 
Australia and the South Pacific for placing so many zil-
lions of lives in peril (including threatened species) and 
for exacerbating the drought and bushfires in southern 
Australia.  How can these people who are without any 
scientific training or apparent understanding, maintain 
that they knew more than 99% of the worldʼs leading 
climatologists and meteorologists??

Whose Fault?

Social values and attitudes, envi-
ronmental/ecological knowledge 
and research and local and global 
implications of development are 
all constantly changing and evolv-
ing.  Climate change and peak oil 
are two of the more recent major 
examples of dynamic phenomena 
affecting our planet.
Consequently there is an imperative 
need to constantly review behav-
iour, laws and legal/legislative 
structures.  Licenses, leases and 
permits are always limited for finite 
periods of time for many rea-
sons including financial and legal 
relevance.  Similarly development 
consents should operate for (say) 

periods of  two years at a time be-
fore renewal is required and sought.  
Just as oneʼs eyesight is tested for a 
driverʼs license, so environmental 
planning applications should be 
reviewed at the lodgement of each 
renewal of a Development Applica-
tion.
Developments in Tweed Shire like 
“Seaside City” at South Kingscliff 
consisting of a 1920ʼs tartan grid 
layout over coastal dunes, the 
“Three islands in an artificial lake” 
resort at Wooyung dating back 
to 1988, and the 20 plus year old 
development consent for a large 
satelite “Nightcap” village on the 
upper Tweed River at Mebbin 

Springs, are all anachronistic and 
arguably archaic in their suitability 
as environments for sustainable liv-
ing in the new millenium.
The phenomena of species extinc-
tions, global warming and peak oil 
should dictate a far more sustain-
able attitude towards population 
increase and settlement/develop-
ment patterns and practices.
Developments should be limited in 
size and be largely autonomous in 
terms of sustainability and services, 
so that environmental and ecologi-
cal impacts are restricted to toler-
able limits.
How much?   How fast?   and 
where?

ʻTHE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGING  ̓ 
TIME LIMITS ON DEVELOPMENT CONSENTS                                                                                  
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Kings Forest 
TIME LINE
1987:  During the dying days of its reign, the Un-
sworth Labour government strips protection from 
large areas of Ocean Shores and Wooyung wet-
lands for its mate Alan Bond. In the mid 90s the 
Carr Labour government buys the land at premium 
price (using taxpayer money) for addition to Bil-
linudgel Nature Reserve.

1987-88:  Government ticks off original rezoning 
of Kings Forest to suit a consortium comprising 
Brian Ray and others.

1999:  Tweed Shire Council resolves to review ur-
ban zoning of Kings Forest (on motion of Council-
lor Henry James).

2002:  “Project 28” (part of the Leda group) 
becomes owner of the property. Rezoning still not 
settled.

2002 - 05:  Leda have numerous meetings with 
the minister for planning, his advisors and the 
Department of Planning (DoP) regarding rezoning. 
The Department of Environment & Conservation 
(DEC) advises that the Cudgen paddock part of the 
site is “unsuitable for development”.

2005:  Leda makes application to graze cattle in 
the Cudgen paddock. Lodges appeal to Land and 
Environment Court against deemed refusal when 
council does not grant approval within 40 days.

2006:
January:  Council convenes a meeting with DEC 
regarding rezoning - expert authors of “fauna re-
ports” for DEC not invited.

January 24:  Letter to council from DoP - stating 
the “majority of Cudgen Paddock was suitable for 
development”.

February 28:  
•   In report for council meeting the chief town 
planner notes that a letter from DEC (dated Feb-
ruary 9) states DECʼs now “revised position”, ie 
“some development (of the) Cudgen Paddock will 
be possible.” The report to council also falsely re-
ports that the authors of the ʻfauna report  ̓attended 
the council/DEC meeting. It was attended by two 
DEC administrators.

•   Council decides to fight Cudgen paddock graz-
ing appeal. Council approves rezoning, which 
envisages urban development of Cudgen paddock.

Early March:  Minister for planning announces 
that he is considering taking over planning control 
of Kings Forest. Commissions “state significant 
site study” to assist with decision. Study publicly 
exhibited. 

April 12:  Council reverses February 28 decision 
– decides to seek consent orders from court for ap-
proval of grazing application. (By asking court to 
grant approval rather than granting approval itself, 
council creates opportunity for public to make 
submissions to the court.) 

May 2:  Court sitting  -  members of public sub-
mit that application should be refused until final 
decisions are made whether the land is to be zoned 
urban, rural or environmental protection.

May 18:  Caldera Environment Centre applies to 
the court to be joined as a party to the case so that 
it can fully argue the proposition that the Local 
Environment Plan prohibits grazing in the Cudgen 
paddock.

May 19:  Two days after getting notice of the 
Calderaʼs application to the court, Leda chickens 
out and files for discontinuance of the case.

May 24:  Draft media release by Henry James 
claims that there is evidence in “state significant 
site study” that decision has already been made for 
the state government to take over control. Calls 
exhibition process “a travesty of public consulta-
tion”.

June 9:  Letter sent to minister for planning re-
questing meeting to present alternative rezoning 
proposal which is both a better conservation plan-
ning and urban planning outcome. 

June 27:  A small group meets with minister 
(when Cabinet visits Tweed) to speak about alter-
native zoning proposal. Minister claims he hasnʼt 
seen June 9 letter. Promises to commission expert 
review of “alternative proposal for rezoning” and 
communicate the results.

August 25:  No feedback from minister re: alter-
native rezoning proposal. Henry James contacted 
by journalist to comment on claims by Leda that 
the minister is about to announce major decision 
on Kings Forest.
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12 September 2006:  Letter to Frank 
Sartor, Minister for Planning, from 
Henry James 

Re: KINGS FOREST
Dear Sir,    

You will recall that on the occasion of the 
cabinet visit to Tweed Shire on 27 June this 
year you  were presented with an alterna-
tive proposal for rezoning of Kings Forest.    
The proposal was presented by a group rep-
resenting the Caldera Environment Centre, 
the  Conservation Ecologists Association 
and David Milledge (a prominent ecologist 
and biologist  resident on the north coast). 
You agreed to commission an expert review 
of the proposal and Richard Pearson (Exec-
utive  Director, Rural & Regional Planning) 
was appointed to liase with myself regard-
ing the review. The  liaison was in the first 
instance to be with regard to the terms of 
reference for the expert review.    
The only communication we have had 
since then was a response to a request to 
be informed if any  action had been under-
taken in accord with your orders. Richard 
Pearson informed me by email on  21/08/06 
that “the Department is having a close look 
at your proposal” and that “Chris Wilson 
(the  Executive Director responsible for 
Kings Forest) will arrange a response to 
you in the near future”.    
We have had no further communication 
from the department, but a local journalist 
has recently told  me that a senior execu-
tive of Leda told him the company expects 
a decision to be announced soon  regarding 
the state significant site study.    
We write to ask you to order the depart-
ment to:  
• communicate with us regarding the terms 
of reference for the expert review   
• undertake the review 
• provide us with copies of expert reports.    
If we are not provided with evidence that 
the department is taking genuine steps to 
put into effect  the undertakings you gave, 
we will have no alternative but to assume 
that you have summarily  withdrawn them.

Yours sincerely,        
Henry James   

In response to Brian Sum-
mers  ̓article “The Ecological  
Crisis” (TREE - vol.9, issue 6)  
more explicitly in response  to 
his indictment of the Creator 
as the one responsible for  our 
misuse of the earth and  its 
creatures, his claim that  our 
“existing culture is  teaching 
us that it is OK to  do to nature 
what we do to  it” may well 
reflect the  grasping material-
ism of the  corporate world 
and a society preoccupied with 
consumption. 

But to claim that  this 
attitude “reproduces itself 
through teaching and  learning 
processes happening every-
where” overlooks  the work 
of thousands of  teachers and 
many filmmakers.  My particu-
lar concern as a  minister of 
religion is with  Brianʼs dec-
laration that  “God, after all, 
made nature  for us, and told 
us to go use  it, not to nurture 
and protect  and multiply it, not 
to treasure it, rather just use it. 
Eat  the animals, trash the for-
ests,  it has all been made for 
you.”  This reflects an abuse of 
a  scriptural text, common to  
Jewish, Christian and Islamic  
traditions, while it also implies 
that the major religions  have 
a monopoly on God,  and that 
other traditions  (many of them 
deeply rooted  in the natural 
world) are of  no account.

In Genesis I.28 it reads 
“Multiply and fill the earth 
and  subdue it. Be masters 
over  the fish and birds and all 

the  animals.” While I would  
agree that basic understandings 
and relationships are  estab-
lished in all creation  myths, 
such “truths” are inevitably 
coloured by the filters of the 
culture that produce them. And 
if I personally was going to 
condemn someone I  would 
want to do so on the  basis of 
that personʼs own  words, not 
on an imagined  conversation. 
As God has  never spoken into 
a tape recorder or dictated to a 
typist,  we only have the bibli-
cal record to go on. In my own 
case, my work as  a profes-
sional geographer  for 45 years 
was grounded in  my faith as a 
Christian -  promoting respect 
for and  joy in the diversity of 
all  lands and peoples. 

My 10  years in land care 
have also  been a reflection of 
my love  for the earth and a 
commitment, as a Christian, 
to healing some of the scars 
of past  abuse. Brian suggests 
that abuse of  the creation is 
OK in the eyes  of its Creator 
and that in the  eyes of believ-
ers the earth  and its creatures 
are unworthy of respect. Might 
I suggest that he look at the  
Psalms we recite in church  
each Sunday, many of which  
stand in awe of the creation -  
Psalm 8 perhaps, or better  still 
Psalm 104 which glories  in bio 
diversity. 

John Tyman
Holy Trinity Anglican Church,  
Uki.

God and Land  Care:  
Friends or Foes? 
by Revʼd Dr. John Tyman 

October 2006 : It is clear from correspondence with Neville 
Newell that Minister Sartor does not intend to deliver on his 
promises made to local Greenʼs advocates at the end of June. 
There is every reason to believe that he never intended to 
keep these promises.     

Henry James
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It is now less than 6 months to  
the next state election. The ʻCarr 
Wreck  ̓government is  struggling 
on virtually every front  having 
run the state as a corrupt  fiefdom 
of the ALP right and a cabal  of 
vested interests from developers  
through to hoteliers to big con-
struction and transport  companies. 
The  ʻinterests  ̓have supplied the 
money  and the pollies have sup-
plied the  ʻright  ̓decisions.  The 
ʻdouble  ̓cross city tunnel and the 
abandoned (still cost  us $120M) 
desalination plant are  just the 
latest of an impressive list  of proj-
ects that have enriched the  private 
sector at taxpayers expense.  This 
government has given life to  the 
most run-down public transport  
system in Oz as well as numerous  
other projects of incredible ex-
pense  but marginal taxpayer util-
ity. In  addition they have played 
fast and  loose with the environ-
ment, failing  to honestly address 
every issue from  water to land 
clearing and overseing  the degra-
dation of the health and  education 
systems.  In Tweed we,  of course, 
have the  ʻpleasure  ̓of the redoubt-
able Nev  (never knew im) Newell 
as our local  member. Arguably he 
has been an  improvement on Don 
(donations)  Beck but remains 
somewhat of an  endangered 
species. His most courageous act 
having been not turning  up to the 
Tugan Bypass betrayal  ceremony 
- said nothing however.  On the 
other hand please remember  that 
our ʻQuestion Time Backdropʼ,  
Justine Elliot, became a born-
again  supporter of the project 
when ʻBumble  ̓Beasley rolled 
through with a  mindless thumbs 
up on Beattieʼs  nod. Not much to 
vote for here. This Carr/Dilema 
government  has well and truely 
run its course,  its leadership has 
abandoned ship or  lost the plot 
and in most scenarios  

would be sent packing by a very  
unhappy electorate. Unfortunately, 
this happy result is  blighted by 
the prospect of electing  an op-
position that is rent by infighting 
and has had most of its controlling 
bodies taken over by the funda-
mentalist religious right. Most of 
its  policies and inclinations are 
much  the same as the govern-
ment - only  more so. The reclu-
sive Dave Clarke  MLC runs the 
show and has been  busy stack-
ing branches with an enthusiasm 
surpassing even the ALP.  His 
ʻHappy Clappers  ̓now control  the 
party executive, the Young Libs  
and most of the branches - ʻDebo-
naire  ̓Debnam is little more than 
an  ʻacceptable face  ̓for this nasty 
little  cabal. The political system 
in NSW is  run by self-interested 
corporations,  associations, reli-
gious fundamentalists and indi-
viduals which fund/run  the major 
parties for their own  benefit. Until 
the electoral funding  system is 
reformed neither the ALP  nor Co-
alition will be inclined to  change 
this sorry situation. The one bright 
star on the horizon  is that the 
voting system is ʻoptional  pref-
erential  ̓this means that, unlike  
the Federal poll, we do not have 
to  mark more than one choice on 
the  ballot paper. This means that 
you  can vote for minor parties 
and individuals and then decide if 
you want  your vote to end up with 
a major  party. With the growing 
general dissatisfaction with the 
stranglehold of  the Coalition/ALP 
duopoly in NSW  politics the odds 
are on neither  party gaining a 
working majority.  In this case the 
balance of power  will be held by 
independents and  small parties. 
A much preferable  result to either 
of the majors gaining  ʻmonopoly  ̓
power for the next four  years. 
Remember this on voting day in  
March ʻ07. 

Tom Tabart The NSW Govt.    
ʻIn-Caldera  ̓         
Development Plan
“... sets targets for new dwelling 
land supply, ... 
..., the strategy [represents] an 
agreed NSW Govt position on the 
future of the Far North Coast, ...
..., future growth will be managed 
by preventing the spread of coastal 
development and encouraging 
development of inland centres, ...
..., initiatives to support and main-
tain the development of inland 
settlements are necessary to reduce 
coastal population growth pres-
sure, ...
..., housing opportunities for new 
urban and rural residential devel-
opment are provided [inland] away 
from the coastal area, ...
..., requires councils to prepare 
a Local Growth Management 
Strategy... which ... aligns with the 
Settlement Planning Guidelines, 
...”
The NSW Government Far North 
Coast Regional Planning Strategy 
has as its only theme ʻthe promo-
tion of inland development  ̓[read 
ʻthe promotion of ʻin-Caldera  ̓de-
velopment]. As a legal document 
it sets targets for new dwelling 
land supply and its intent must be 
reflected in the Local Council De-
velopment Plans and land release 
and classification outcomes.
The large residential development 
planned  11 km South of Uki, with 
around 420  buildings, includes 
shops, convention centre, will be 3 
or 4 times as big as Uki and would 
be a significant  impact on 
the existing character of  
the area, ...
The plan that we deliberately and 
substantially grow our population, 
on the coast or in the caldera, is 
contested and is not an idea that 
the CEC subscribes to. 
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Our behaviour towards the rest of 
nature is causing a collapse of the 
ecology and consequently a col-
lapse of our future.

Our behaviour towards the rest of 
nature is the result of the meanings 
and associations within our minds 
which cause (or excuse) what we 
do.

The meanings and associations in 
our minds are constructs, they have 
been put there, oftentimes put there 
with the specific intent of creating 
us in a particular way.

The way we see the world, the way 
we see ourselves, is constructed 
by our experiences over time, the 
whole thing is a fabrication. Our 
cultural environment is the factory, 
and your mind is the product. You 
have been produced with the intent 
of satisfying the objectives of those 
in control of the manufacturing 
process.
--------------------------

We often have experiences which 
cause a shift in the way we see the 
world and ourselves. The meanings 
and associations we have for things 
can change dramatically within a 
moment in time.
--------------------------

We seek to maintain a stable state 
of being, a stable way of interpret-
ing the world. Our belief in there 
being such a thing as a stable state 
is in itself a fabrication, things are 
always changing, mostly quite dra-
matically, yet we attempt to believe 
that there is something static about 
ourselves and the way we are, and 
about the world in which we live.

Any stable state, any particular way 
of being, is supported by a set of 
ideas which we believe make sense 
in some way. A legitimate theory 
(or the pretence of one) must un-

derlie the construct of what we are 
and how we see the world. 

When change comes it is usually in 
the form of a crisis, a loss of legiti-
macy of the theories or ideas sup-
porting the construct of the existing 
stable state. The crisis is the situa-
tion of being at sea, lost, uncertain, 
with no ideas or theories which can 
explain the system in terms of its 
ability to provide security for the 
people within the system.

To maintain the stable state we 
have strategies which first seek 
to ignore causes for change, to 
marginalise them. If this is not suc-
cessful and the causes for change 
continue we react with hostile re-
sistance to the cause for change, we 
undertake a continuous and active 
program to maintain the system in 
which we are involved.  

We are highly conservative in seek-
ing to maintain the stable state. Our 
reaction to a change in the stable 
state is not passive, it is active, it is 
dynamic. A dynamic conservativ-
ism seeks to maintain the stable 
state.

The existing stable state is in crisis. 
The supposedly legitimate ideas 
which are the basis for the way we 
are are demonstrably and clearly 
inconsistent, they are being main-
tained by institutional structures 
and by ourselves.

Change occurs quickly. The system 
moves from zones of stability, 
through zones of instability, to new 
zones of stability. To move from 
any given stable state a threshold of 
change must be reached - a critical 
level of energy must be reached 
in order to precipitate a change of 
state - a critical level of awareness 
that the existing ideas supporting 
the system are no longer legitimate 

and can no longer prop up the 
construct.

The movement from one stable 
state, as it dissolves, can go any-
where, though the tendency is to  
adopt the least change necessary to 
remake the stable state. 

Where the stable state remakes 
itself is not a natural outcome. Vest-
ed interests will seek to establish 
the new stable state in a particular 
form, based on a new supposedly 
legitimate set of ideas, ideas which 
themselves are a fabrication.
--------------------------

The current stable state is con-
structed on  supporting ideas and 
theories which we have adopted 
over time, ideas which have been 
sold to us by vested interests seek-
ing to create and maintain positions 
of advantage for themselves.

The ideas and theories supporting 
the existing stable state can no lon-
ger claim the legitimacy they need, 
they no longer  explain the system 
in terms of its ability to provide 
security for the people within the 
system.

The existing ideas of exploitation, 
competition and growth are now 
clearly seen as counter to a secure  
future, they no longer have the 
legitimacy they need to support the 
existing stable state.

New theories and ideas which ex-
plain the world and ourselves must 
be adopted - theories and ideas 
which cause us to stop trashing 
nature and to rebuild it. 
-----------------

The ecological crisis:
the collapse of the ecology, the ecological imperative for change, ...

Brian Summers.

Reference:
Beyond the Stable State, Public and 
Private Learning in a Changing Soci-
ety, Donald A. Schon, 
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 Part 2 of a 4 part series.

The following was originally published 
in the Byron Environment Centre 
Newsletter. The project described is an 
example of non-poisonous regenera-
tion. 

Strategy
Since weeds are co-regenera-

tors, they are not considered to 
be part of the problem. Rather, 
the problem is the spaces be-
tween native trees, and a nar-
rowed focus view that weeds are 
of little use.

 Camphor Laurel for example 
is not seen as an invasive alien 
in this strategy, but as a source 
of organic matter that has 
potential, among other things, 
for food production. Former 
Tweed Shire councillor Henry 
James has said, that Tweed Shire 
Council landscape workers no-
tice no difference in the growth 
of trees from those mulched 
with Camphor Laurel chip and 
those mulched with the chip of 
other species.

In small area farm production 
where orchard trees are incre-
mentally introduced, chipping 
can be bypassed with the use of 
a chainsaw that cuts camphors 
into carriable lengths that are 
then placed around orchard 
trees.  Beetles and other small 
animals add manure in the re-
duction of logs to sawdust over 
an extended period.  Camphor 
Laurel has a significant ability to 
recycle potassium.

Native Tree Canopy
Weeds particularly in sun 

positions are extremely rampant, 
and so they need to be to protect 
soil.  Chemical free weed con-
trol involves keeping weeds off 
natural regeneration trees and 
adding further trees in order to 
keep a native tree spacing of an 
arbitrary 2.7-3.0 meters which is 
considered presently to be opti-
mal in providing canopy cover.  
The Strategy  is not focused in 
weed eradication.  

It is the native trees produc-
tion of a shading canopy that 
primarily does that.  Weeds in 
sun areas are cut or pruned away 
from native trees so that the 
energy of the weed is not eradi-
cated, and the native seedling is 
given precedence over the weed.

Time your return so that tree 
seedlings are covered by weeds 
ideally no longer than a fort-
night.  A stake and fluorescent 
tape are important because often 
trees can be lost among weeds.

 It is also good to return as 
infrequently as possible and 
freshly weed covered trees do 
not appear to suffer knockback.  
During the recent drought, it 
appeared that the encroaching 
weed canopy may have given 
seedling trees overall respite 
from the drying effects of no 
shade.  Certainly a study on 
the survivability rates of trees 
devoid of surrounding vegeta-
tion and those growing within 
maintained weedscapes would 
tend to eliminate the potential 
for weed myths.

Seedbank Removal             
Not a Priority

The attempt to remove seed-
banks is regarded by this regen-
eration technique as “pissing 
against the wind”. Weeds serve 
as indicators that land use tech-
niques have been poorly consid-
ered.  The problem is not fixed 
by simply eradicating the weeds 
or neutralising seed dispersal 
but by considering better land 
use techniques and in so doing, 
weed-proofing lands.  Landown-
ers should be aware that current 
conventional land use methods 
are involved in the process of 
“killing off what wants to grow, 
and trying to keep alive what 
wants to die”.

 A closed canopy native tree 
area does not tend to harbour 
weeds.  Pasture areas that are 
made more fertile, strengthen 
grasses so that they have greater 
ability to ʻlock out  ̓weeds natu-
rally.  Fertile pasture lands in 
these areas are more often than 
not the flatter areas.  Grasses on 
hillslopes are often not enough 
vegetation, bare patches of soil 
emerge, and it is here that weed 
seed such as Groundsel, Mist 
& Croften weeds take hold and 
add more biomass than can be 
offered by grass.

 Hillslopes in these sub-
tropical areas, need re-treeing to 
prevent weed incursion.  Road-
side verges, as demonstrated by 
the RTA, can be thickly planted 
with suitable native vegeta-
tion to leave no niche areas for 
weeds. In all of these areas there 
is no doubt that weed seed is on 

Chemical Free Weed Control    By Geoff Dawe

ctd next page
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YOU ARE NOT YOUR 
GLYPHOSATE

by Christine Moore

There has been some  hostility directed at me lately 
because of my persistence  with the glyphosate is-
sue. I have even been accused of corruption, using 
my position as a TREE editor to further my wicked 
beliefs. The level of anger really does surprise me 
and I thought it might be worth addressing. So 
whatʼs at the bottom of the aggression? One of my 
accusers gave me a clue when he said I am seen to 
be telling reafforesters how to do their job, and as 
a result these professionals are furious and refuse 
to read TREE magazine. That seems a bit rich, but 
supposing itʼs true, why is the hostility so great? 
Glyphosate is a chemical, not a religion or a child or 
a way of life. Itʼs not your mother and weʼre ask-
ing you to shoot her. Thereʼs no reason to suppose a 
person to be inextricably linked to a certain way of 
doing a certain job. New information surely needs 
to be incorporated into any enterprise. It is possible 
to incorporate changed ideas into existing methods. 
Thereʼs no need to hold a fixed idea on any subject if 
new information becomes available.  Humans have 
made mistakes before. And someone making money 

using glyphosate (or 2,4D!) to regenerate forest can 
also make money reafforesting without poisons...

If you are convinced that you cannot do the job 
without the use of poison, fair enough, but none of 
us can ever be certain that anything we do is not 
environmentally harmful and there definitely is 
evidence that the use of glyphosate can be/is harm-
ful. Indeed, most people say they would prefer not 
to use glyphosate.  Well if itʼs harmless, why would 
you prefer not to use it?  The potential is there for 
harm so no-one can ever be sure that what they do is 
not harmful.  To continue to dismiss all the evidence 
against glyphosate is denying this potential. To 
continue to use a potentially harmful product on the 
environment is not environmentalism, itʼs landscap-
ing. 

I apologise if that sounds rude or harsh, but my at-
tempts at conciliation have not been fruitful.  So I 
might just as well get hung for a sheep as a lamb.  I 
welcome your comment.

the ground, but if the land area 
is used correctly with regard to 
increasing organic matter levels 
(OML̓ s) the seed does not tend 
to germinate.  The seed that is 
on the ground lies there as an 
indicator; a warning of deterio-
rating land use, and movement 
against it is, in effect, a move-
ment against Natureʼs emer-
gency response.

Easily Let Go Of Prin-
ciples

Nature appears to take delight 
in its insistence upon diversity 
to such an extent that it tends 
to create exceptions to all rules.  
Chemical free weed control is 
an evolving process involving 
observation and experimenta-
tion with every regenerator 
able to offer more constructive 

ways.  Madeira vine for ex-
ample presents a problem with 
the general principle that seed 
bank removal is not a prior-
ity.  At the present moment we 
tree at close spacing with dense 
canopy shade loving trees on 
the perimeter of severe Madeira 
growth areas in the hope that 
future layered canopies may 
produce extremely low light 
levels that prevent Madeira 
germination.  We have no idea 
whether this will work or not.  
In the meantime with new or 
minor infestations, corms and 
plants are removed according 
to conventional regen. methods. 
There is also a tendency not to 
eradicate weeds, but since weed 
hatred appears to occupy some 
workers presently, there is not 
an insistence on cutting weeds 

rather than pulling them out.   It 
is not definitive answers that are  
sought, but balance. Letting go 
of eradication   

Noticing and using the 
Energy of  Weeds. 

All weed species have a 
beauty as  well as a difficulty, 
so does everything else on the 
Earth. Chemical  free bush 
regen. involves going with  the 
beauty of a weed so that it is not  
nullified, and using its difficulty 
to  select in favour of native 
vegetation. As to how that hap-
pens, requires a focus in turn on 
particular weeds at Cumbebin, a 
wetland managed by theByron 
Environment Centre.

Part 3 next issue .
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INTRODUCTION
Tweed Shire Council spends half of its budget on water 
supply, sewerage and sewage effluent disposal.

About 1/2 of domestic water-use goes onto gardens 
(largely grass lawns) whilst more than 1/4 of water 
consumed is used to flush w.c.bowls and 1/4 is used for 
washing.

Clearly if compost was made from excreta and house-
hold by-products (eg. prunings, kitchen scraps, leaves 
etc.) and grey water was used on gardens, problems 
of water supply and sewage disposal would be largely 
solved.  Itʼs obvious that council should encourage the 
use of composting toilets and greywater systems, mak-
ing it easy for development applications.

Rain water tanks draining from roofs could supply most 
of our essential water needs.

Imagine gardens of locally indigenous plants, fruit trees 
and vegetable plots.  Most of the calderaʼs creatures 
could be satisfied.  Why not grow your own?  Why not 
wild life instead of domestic pets?

Bicycles, walking and car sharing would further reduce 
our ecological footprint.  It neednʼt be difficult and it 
would improve our health and the prospects of species 
survival.

EXCRETA
DRY COMPOSTING
There are three principal ways of dry-composting 
excreta.

1.  EARTH CLOSET

A bucket is used to receive the deposit and carbonifer-
ous/carbonaceous material such as soil, sawdust, wood 
shavings, leaves, prunings, grass clippings, kitchen 
scraps, lime, wood ashes etc. etc. are used after each 
use.

When full the bucket is composted along with more 
carbon material.  Compost “teas” and urine may be 
added to assist.

Worms are very beneficial in converting the “raw” 
material to soil and should be introduced into the heap 
to improve quality. Worms need a cool, well rotted heap 
and plenty of moisture.  Worms may be “harvested” 
from drains, under animal dung or from under wet hes-
sian bags covering molasses spread on grass/pasture.  
“Special” and exotic worms are not necessary.

To achieve aerobic conditions plenty of air is needed in 
the heap.  Insect-proof air access points/openings are 
essential.  Twiggy prunings in the heap will help aera-
tion.

Handfulls of topsoil will provide bacteria, protozoa and 
other microfauna which assist the process.

2.  TWO CHAMBER CLOSET

Two chambers, each a minimum of 1m x 1m x 1m, are 
constructed side by side using a common party wall.  
Any masonry material built on concrete footings and 
slab will suffice.  An earth floor may be acceptable 
where the risk of ground-water contamination is slight.

A door is fitted in the opening left at the bottom of each 
chamber so that compost may be removed or the heap 
tended.  Insects should be denied entrance from the top 
or bottom access openings.

The top opening in the upper floor of each chamber 
may be a simple hole for squatting, or made to accom-
modate a cylindrical pedestal.  An oil drum or similar 
with top and bottom removed may be used with a seat 
and ventilating cover on top (as the pedestal/seat).

Squatting and vegetarianism are best for healthy bowel 
evacuation.

The upper floor (chamber ceiling) may be constructed 
from timber, plywood or cement/concrete slab with 
hole cast in place.

When the first chamber is full or after about nine 
months, the second chamber is used.  When sufficient 
time has elapsed, the chamber is emptied of compost 
which may be dug into the garden.  And so on.

3. CLIVUS MULTRUM CHAMBER

The home-built variant of the commercial Clivus Mul-
trum toilet uses a chamber built from masonry for walls 
and a sloping reinforced concrete floor.  A baffle stops 
raw material from entering the bottom compartment.  A 
door is fitted to the exit opening and a lid or pedestal, 
seat and lid close the inlet opening when not in use.

After sufficient time has elapsed - say nine months - the 
bottom door is opened and the compost removed for 
incorporation into the garden.  The doors and lids must 
be insect-proof.

Air is introduced into the chamber via screened slot-
ted plastic pipes of 100mm minimum diameter.  Air is 
vented out of the chamber via plastic pipe which may 
be painted black or fan assisted to promote updraught.  
The exterior opening is screened to exclude insects.

Soil, carboniferous/carbonaceous material of any type 
(but not contaminated) and kitchen scraps, prunings and 
clippings etc. should be added to balance the excreta, 
assist the process and reduce odour.

Water Policy  by Paul Hopkins
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URINE
Urine helps to break down carbon and some urine will 
benefit the waterless composting closet.  To avoid unbal-
ance, dilute 1 to 5 with gray water, which can then be 
used in the garden.  One person per year produces about 
six kilogram of pure nitrogen.  

SHADES OF GREY TO BLACK WATER
The most difficult household by-product stream to deal 
with legally is gray water – a by-product of washing but 
containing nutrients like phosphates and nitrates as well 
as organic carbon etc.

There are two main methods to employ: concentration or 
dispersal.  Dispersal is arguably the better idea.  Every 
outlet in the house could go in a different direction and it 
could be a movable feast for plants if the effluent pipes 
are portable (NOT potable) and flexible.

STEP BY STEP GRAY WATER TREATMENT

1.  Assuming the sink, basin, bath, shower and washing 
machine are all elevated above ground level – a good 
argument for elevated floors – simply tap into the drain 
as high as possible, and run a hose out into or onto your 
garden.  Plants like bananas love plenty of nutrient-laden 
water.

2.  To avoid waterlogging shift the flexible hose as often 
as necessary using your eyes and hose as your guide.  
Avoid “quagmire”.

3.  The drainpipe which goes to a council drain or sep-
tic tank should be capped with a removable cap so that 
reconnection can be easily and quickly made should the 
health inspectorʼs car be seen or heard coming up the 
driveway.

4.  The health department require many metres of evapo-
transpiration beds of gravel and sand with a plastic lin-
ing to avoid ground water contamination.  This idea of 
separation from soil and sun is counter-intuitive and harks 
back to the orthodox beliefs of sanitation engineers rather 
than commonsense ecology.

Council will allow more useful plants, such as melaleucas 
and bananas, to be used in evapotranspiration beds rather 
than grasses, rushes or reeds etc.

For some unconvincing reasons they demand collection 
of gray water in a tank before entering the evapotrans-
piration beds.  This merely promotes stinking anaerobic 
bacteria rather than the quicker acting and more agreeable 
aerobic bacteria, fungi and other useful soil microbes, 
worms etc.  The official argument is that a collection 
tank allows solids to settle and fats to float on top.  These 
materials can be removed periodically and clogging of the 
reed bed or evapotranspiration bed can be avoided.

Pumps, including solar powered recycling pumps, may be 
necessary to achieve gray water recycling for situations 
where the outlets are not sufficiently elevated relative to 
the garden level.

BLACK WATER

For those unfortunates who cannot deal with Waterless 
Composting Closets but are wedded to flushing Water 
Closets, a primary septic tank is necessary with secondary 
treatment of effluent in many metres of evapotranspiration 
(ET) beds.  Pumps are often needed for this system if suit-
able land gradients and gravity cannot be used.

Mixing excreta with water is a dumb idea, which wastes 
water and nutrients and causes untold problems down-
stream.  It is ancient Roman technology, which is not 
appropriate in the 21st century.  

There are some commercial systems available such as 
“Biolytix” which claim to use aerobic bacteria rather than 
anaerobic and which can incorporate worms, insects etc. 
to better imitate natural decomposition. 

Note that flushing water closets are always going to be 
wasteful of water compared with waterless composting 
closets.

GARDENS AROUND THE HOUSE

To treat gray water effectively, householders need to de-
velop useful gardens, which will provide food and habitat 
for humans and wildlife.

Much food can be grown around the house in our sub-
tropical climate, and even poor or unbalanced soils can be 
corrected towards organic loams with good texture.  Most 
vegetables and many fruits such as pawpaws, bananas, 
pineapples, passion fruit, citrus etc are not difficult to 
grow.  Vines like tomatoes and pumpkins are difficult to 
avoid and produce effortlessly.  Macadamia nuts, espe-
cially the rough leaved “Tetraphylla”, are both locally 
indigenous and very productive.  Sand and dolomite are 
useful additives to soil and compost to correct acid/alkali 
or pH and texture balance.  Bananas and melaleucas can 
absorb and withstand lots of gray water.

Locally indigenous plants will provide habitat for birds 
and lizards etc.  Even an urban garden will be visited by 
parrots, noisy mynahs and other honeyeaters, ibis, mag-
pies and butcherbirds etc.  Bluetongues, skinks and frogs, 
like birds, help to control insects and provide company.  
Unlike cats and dogs, wildlife is totally self-sustaining 
and has a symbiotic or mutually beneficial relationship 
with you and your garden.

Grass lawns should be minimised to avoid maintenance 
and to allow the growth of more useful plants.

RAIN WATER COLLECTION

Rainwater is bounty from the sky and should be stored in 
insect proof tanks and directed onto the garden.  Overflow 
pipes could go onto banana plants and citrus trees without 
creating any problems.  Again, a movable flexible pipe is 
the best way to irrigate the garden with excess stormwa-
ter. 
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==  11th April 2006  ==
Kings Forest: 5 x freedom of info 
requests made on correspondenc-
es of involved authorities.

NSW Dept of Planning North 
Coast Regional Planning Strat-
egy: proposes to “promote inland 
development”,  Counter proposal 
of TEC (Total Environment Cen-
tre) also has this strategy, CEC 
object to this idea.

Environmental hotline: DEC 
(used to be dept of conserva-
tion and wildlife) will get envi-
ronmental officer to investigate 
reports lodged.

C4 Route: Legal process, Solar/
Gecko/TEC/CEC/CCC are pre-
paring an appeal to EPA Part 3a, 
a new entity, the Tugun/Cobakai 
Alliance (which we have joined) 
is working with QC & EDO to-
wards a court challenge.

Koala Beach: 2x projects of rural 
allotments started, which have 
cut access to community land and 
wildlife habitat.

Notes from administrators meet-
ing: Backzoning & nuke free 
zone were deemed not for consid-
eration by council administration.

Area E, Kings Forest: inappropri-
ate development was discussed.

Council Sustainability Officer: 
Dan Walton to present sustain-
ability project at council, in-shop 
location agreed for Dan Walton 
display on sustainability.

Gatherings Project: Heidi to co-
ordinate CEC involvement with 
Hop.E.

Sea Shepherd: discussed.

Poisons: spraying reports Mt 
Warning Rd & Byril Creek.

==  9TH MAY 2006  ==
North Coast Regional Planning 
Strategy: CEC attended strategy 
meeting by Total Environment 
Centre in Byron Bay. Submission 
sent by CEC criticising NSW 
Dept of Planning Draft Plan. 
TEC coalition meeting resolution 
was to take the position of reject-
ing the NSW DoP Draft Plan. 
Concern re inland development 
led to discussion of CEC position 
re major development in the Cal-
dera and the character and type of 
development which the CEC will 
support. 

C4 Route: Works have started,  
Tugun/Cobakai Alliance chal-
lenging start of works in court.

Cudgen Paddock, Kings For-
est: as objectors CEC and others 
were able to be heard by the L&E 
Court. Site visit by Commis-
sioner Moore and consultants and 
objectors, Hop.E, Rhonda and 
Annette attended.

Local desalination plant: an-
nounced locally, Tugun, pipe 
offshore to NW of airport where 
plant will be (Qld). FIR from 
Gecko requested.

==  13th June 2006  ==
NSW DoP North Coast Regional 
Planning Strategy:  Current NSW 
Labor unconcerned about envi-
ronmental planning. More em-
phasis on giving ʻmore certainty  ̓
to developers while appearing 
to be concerned, the new strat-
egy doesnʼt have the legal status 
that was held by the old Plan 
(NCREP). The strategy is more 
like a collection of motherhood 
statements - no specific details.  
Precedents set by the old docu-
ment are made irrelevant. To-
kenistic community consultation 

process that overrides legitimate 
public concerns, while the deci-
sions have already been made.  

Cudgen Paddock: The grazing of 
cattle as proposed by the devel-
oper will degrade the ecosystem 
- convert heathland to bullshit 
- making future development 
applications more viable / inevi-
table.  Council resolved to pass 
the buck to the minister of plan-
ning by granting deferred con-
sent - means that if the minister 
approves the Wallum sand plain 
(Cudgen paddock) for develop-
ment then cattle grazing will 
become consented activity.

C4: Demonstration on Saturday 
(17) 10 am . Gold Coast Airport 
Company. 

Desalinisation Plant: Submis-
sion made to council by CEC 
regarding controlling demand on 
resources, which affects levels of 
use. 

Tweed Integrated Water-Cycle 
Management:  old technologies 
for sewage and water treatments. 
CEC believes in achieving higher 
standards. Submission made to 
council regarding CECʼs criti-
cisms. Use of alternative strate-
gies, eg composting toilets.

==  11th July, 2006  ==
Council Sustainability Officer: 
welcomed.

Environmental report card: 
(called vital signs) to be pub-
lished this year, in Tweed Link. 
This will provide information on 
energy and resource consump-
tion, waste recycling data etc. 
Useful to observe trends over 
time. 

Water catchment model: taken 
around to schools to educate 

MINUTES, CEC GENERAL MEETINGS  (edited)



- 13 -

kids. Very successful project and 
is widely used by a variety of 
schools and different ages. 

Scheme: to give away energy sav-
ing light bulbs and water saving 
shower heads in partnership with 
a company called “Easy Being 
Green, Co.” this company will 
give away kits valued at $140 at 
major distribution points within 
the shire.  The company benefits 
as it is creating offset certificates 
which it sells to power generation 
companies who use the certificates 
to offset their pollution. Linked 
to NSW state government policy 
- Greenhouse Gas abatement 
Scheme - analogous to Carbon 
credits.

Cities for Climate Protection: This 
is a global initiative and affect 
80% of the Australian population. 
Tweed Shire Council is part of an 
initiative.

Kingʼs Forest: grazing will be 
going ahead when the minister 
makes the Local Environment 
Plan known. 

Council Strategic Planner: Doug-
las Jardine has resigned. 

A donation: to be given to Nature 
Conservation Council. 

Flying Foxes: Klaus has been to 
Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers  ̓
meeting, where the scientist Carol 
Booth  reported that she won a 
case against a Qld farmer who 
electrocuted tens of thousands of 
flying foxes. 

Dallis Park Bats: campaign by 
locals to remove colony (some 
30 000 bats). Residents have cut 
down trees to prevent bats roost-
ing. Spurious media campaigns 

eg. Brinsmead, quoting facts 
(about diseases and such) sourced 
from the internet attempting to 
cultivate fear amongst people. 

Bush Regen Experiment: Sam 
launches idea of bush regen 
experiment, trial of comparative 
methods. Looking at no treatment, 
hand treatment, and various chem-
ical treatments. Measure success 
in terms of biodiversity indices, 
recruitment of native species and 
soil contamination.

Attempt to generate statistically 
valid data to support arguments 
about bush regeneration.

== 8th of August ==
Kingʼs Forest: freedom of Infor-
mation documents arrived about.

Nightcap Village: discusses 
Nightcap Village, the possibility 
of HopE (an architect and town 
planner) and the Webers (Sustain-
able housing) to advertise them-
selves as consultants to Nightcap 
Village. Community resistance is 
growing against Nightcap. Diane 
Eriksen, letter requesting CEC 
to lobby Council to have a ban 
on domestic animals in Nightcap 
Village.

New Tanglewood : development 
Clothiers Creek/Cabarita. 

== 12th of September ==
Nightcap Village: Discussion re 
development proposal. Discussion 
re probable further developments 
as North Coast Regional Planning 
Strategy has the focus of moving 
development inland.

Kings Forest: Freedom of in-
formation responses, Leda has 
requested to know exactly who 

is opposing development. Law 
change is that developers have 
right to have identified opponents 
making submissions.

Water Policy: Submission on In-
tegrated Water Policy by Caldera, 
emphasis placed on water conser-
vation and need for recycling.

C4 compensatory land: Max Boyd 
says compensatory land is not 
good enough. 

Beach Resort: Resortcorp wants 
to build a bar with beach views. 
They want to remove the existing 
vegetation, claiming it has little 
value because it is only regrowth.

AGM: To be held in one month, 
2nd Tuesday of October, 5.30pm.

Harmony Church: Has completed 
a film on the Uki heritage River 
Walk, viewed.

== 10th of October ==
Report from Wollumbin Festival: 
The character of the festival, there 
should be more of an emphasis 
on the politics of the indigenous 
population and of the ecology. 

Lands Dept: Submited a draft/
schematic/expression of interest, 
draft environmental plan for the 
Tyalgum Flora and Fauna Reserve 
and Showground  Trust. 

DA for Wooyung and Mebbin 
Springs: DAs should be lapsed af-
ter five years, at the end of the five 
year period the proponent should 
reapply and consider changes in 
the economy and environment 
such as global warming and peak 
oil. 

Nightcap Village: Submissions 
have been called for regarding the 
concept of the village. 

13

We appologise for this annoying abreviation of the minutes. Here, they serve the purpose of keeping our 
members informed of our main activities and discussions.  Ed.
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Welcome back to the bright side.  Weʼre tak-
ing a look at some alternatives to capitalism this 
time, since itʼs occurred to us that the capitalist 
system canʼt be good for a civil society since itʼs 
all about profits for shareholders rather than jus-
tice and compassion and community.  Democracy 
has become conflated with capitalism and thatʼs 
really not necessary.

Bob Blain, emeritus professor of sociology at 
Southern Illinois University has come up with 
one alternative, and heʼs illustrated both the prob-
lem and the solution in a series of games.

“Barter” - the Co-operation game,  illustrates 
the benefits of co-operation, with a limit on in-
come and a limit on ownership.

“Majority Rule”, the 
Socialist game, points 
out the benefits of vot-
ing, but also its limita-
tions.

“Making Money”, the 
Capitalist game, points 
out the destructive nature 
of capitalism. It is pos-
sible to win, but only by making everybody else 
lose.

He has lots of ideas on how to turn things 
around. For instance he believes that govern-
ments should own their money. Apparently the 
founding fathers of the USA believed the wealthy 
should have control, so they would in return sup-
port government. Bob Blain has a system called 
“Hour Money”, a system by which ʻwe can have 
global economic harmony by using the duration 
of work as measured by clocks to set prices, in-
cluding wages, everywhere in the world”. Check 
out his book “The Most Wealth for the Least 
Work, through Co-operation” and his website 
www.hourmoney.org.

From the theoretical to the actual, our friend 
Hugo Chavez, with the Venezuelan government, 
is instigating reforms and radical innovations at 
every turn, and one of them is the Ministry for 
Popular Participation. They aim to introduce 
a new kind of democracy from the bottom up. 
The idea is to establish participation through 
layers. The bottom layer, comprising 200 - 400 
families, will elect spokespeople to units in a 

“broader geographic region” and from there 
“spokespeople will be elected to another layer 
and so on”, encompassing all of society. Rather 
than representatives  they will be spokespeople 
(recallable) with the grass roots deciding what 
will be done. Of course there are many pitfalls for 
young players, but the government is determined 
to succeed in giving up its own power. One clever 
way to ensure participation at the bottom level 
is the plan to give citizens in barrios, the poorest 
and most deprived in the country, ownership of 
their homes, but only if they apply in groups of 
200 families minimum. These groups will then 
be - hopefully -, the grassroots assemblies. In the 
words of one official “We have to create our own 
model ... to defend nature and to create social 

justice for both 
the collective and 
the individual. If 
it continues, capi-
talism will put an 
end to the planet.” 
(New International-
ist, June 2006, pp 
14-15)

And weʼll finish off with some local good news 
- well local as in Australia.  John Howard has 
failed in his attempt to make life even worse for 
the defenceless refugees in order to shore up his 
fear and greed quotient in the electorate.  Thank 
goodness for brave coalition backbenchers.

And Gunns has failed for the third time to 
prosecute the ʻGunns 20  ̓for daring to try to 
protect old growth forests.  One of the 20, Bob 
Brown, gave a measured, intelligent speech to the 
press, calling old-growth logging ʻevery bit as 
odious as whalingʼ.   Gunns hasnʼt given up, but 
still itʼs fabulous to see a win for our side.

Another world is possible, 

Consuela.
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Small Hive Beetle
Australian agriculture faces the 

dire threat of losing much of its 
fruit and vegetable production if 
the Small Hive Beetle (SHB) that 
is attacking beehives is not quickly 
brought under control. The SHB 
entered Australia through ineffec-
tive quarantine inspection proce-
dures, and now has the potential to 
become a major threat to our food 
production.

World bee expert Dr. Peter 
Neumann of Germanyʼs Martin 
Luther University, has warned that 
this insect could devastate beehives 
across Australia and cause untold 
damage to the rural industries that 
rely on crosspollination for fruit, 
nut, vegetable and grain produc-
tion. The end result would be food 
shortages and the loss of major 
export industries worth billions.

Dr. Neumann said this insect 
can survive its full life cycle within 
banana plants. This then becomes 
an expensive major problem to 

the banana industry. If they do not 
control the SHB they may risk not 
only losing their industry but the 
honey industry as well. If we lose 
the bee industry then we will also 
lose most others that rely on cross-
pollination, including canola. The 
flow-on magnitude of this potential 
problem is not fully appreciated 
by many in the rural industries. If 
this insect can live in bananas, then 
what other fruit can it also survive 
in? If it is found that the SHB can 
survive in native fruits as well, then 
we have a major war on our hands.

The SHB has already spread 
to wild hives in Northern NSW 
and could easily get totally out 
of control across Australia. There 
needs to be immediate urgent fund-
ing from the Federal Government 
to research this problem before it 
spreads even further.

If delays in funding continue 
then it will become too late for 
effective control, as happened in 
the US. Dr. Neumann said “In the 
US this problem is devastating 
their rural industries to the ex-

tent we export millions of dollars 
worth of bees in an effort to save 
their crops”.  The honey industry 
is worth $90m a year and employs 
thousands of people that must be 
given full pest research assistance.

V J Metcalfe

Thank you, Victor, for making us 
aware of this introduced species. 
In 2002 they were discovered near 
Brisbane and Sydney.  Anyone 
concerned is welcome to search 
for free the internet at our Environ-
ment Centre,  We found  about 180 
000 entries with google search and 
learned that native stingless bees 
donʼt seem to be affected. We sug-
gest you check   http://www.zeta.
org.au/~anbrc/small_hive_beetle.
html  .
Victor lost 6 beehives at Mt 
Burrell, 20 altogether, his son lost 
even 40 by SHB. He offers to share 
his experiences with other bee-
keepers, his phone number is 66 
779 226.  ed.

Japan is gearing up to kill 50 of our humpback whales 
(the very ones who are migrating up to Hervey Bay 
every year) including their calves in December this 
year, along with 50 fin and 935 southern minke 
whales, all endangered.  The Farley Mowat, Sea 
Shepherdʼs boat, is in Melbourne preparing for the 
gruelling Antarctic campaign. Our major task is to 
come up with US$1.7 million to purchase a faster ship 
so we can chase the whalers out of the southern ocean 
sanctuary. Last year we chased 6 whaling ships 4,000 
miles for 15 days in which time not one whale was 
killed. Clearly our tactics are working because Japan 
is afraid of us. We are not a protest organisation, we 
are an enforcement agency, empowered by the U.N. 

World Charter for Nature. The Howard regime could 
stop Japanese “scientific” whaling if it chose to. An 
Australian Warship needs to go down to Antarctica 
and force Japan to leave the Southern Ocean Sanctu-
ary. Irrespective of whether Japan recognises it to be 
our territorial waters or not, they are still all endan-
gered whales Japan intends to slaughter. Please help 
us by becoming a member or giving as generous a 
donation as you can or volunteering as crew. If every 
caring Australian gives $10 we can do this! Visit 
www.seashepherd.org or phone Menkit (66)795-863. 
The whales thank you. Whales  ̓future depends on 
your involvement, please donʼt sit idly by as they go 
extinct.

WHALES NEED YOUR HELP NOW!         
by Menkit Prince
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  Upcoming Events
Friends of Wollumbin workday Saturday 4th November.

Tweed Landcare Inc. 3rd Wed each month, RSL Murblbah.

Tweed greens, 1st Thurs each month, Birdwing Cafe, Tumbulgum.

Gecko General Meet, Gecko House, 139 Duringan St, Currumbin, 2nd Wed each month.

If undelivered,please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090 Sth Murwillumbah  2484
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Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC 
or its members.

Meetings of the CEC are always 2nd Tuesday of the month, 5:30pm in the shop, next meeting is on 
14th November.
 

Volunteer positions available at the Caldera Environment Centre Shop and as research persons.
 

The CEC is located at Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121, Email tree@calderaenvironm
entcentre.org

Visit the rels ... 
 

Byron Bay Environment Centre    www.byronenvironmentcentre.asn.au
Nimbin Environment Centre    www.nimbinaustralia.com/environmentcentre
The Big Scrub Environment Centre   www.bigscrub.org.au
The North Coast Environment Council   www.ncec.org.au
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW  www.nccnsw.org.auwww.nccnsw.org.
Gecko,       www.gecko.org.au
(Gold Coast and Hinterland Envio Council)

Our own web address is    www.calderaenvironmentcentre.org

If you are yet to renew your membership pls do so soon, your CEC is an active environmental organisation.


