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e d i t o r i a l
Not long ago I saw a picture of 
Stephen Hawking in a newspaper. 
He is the famous astrophysicist 
who is completely paralysed and 
communicates by blinking his 
eyes. The picture showed him in an 
airplane where he was floating in 
zero gravity created by tricky flight 
manoeuvres. The article attached to 
the picture not only reported that he 
enjoyed the temporary freedom from 
mother earthʼs gravity tremendously, 
but also that he is seriously favour-
ing space exploration. He thinks 
that mankindʼs future can only be 
secured if we are able to colonize 
places somewhere out there in 
space. Mars as our next resort? Are 
the developers already queuing up? 
For your investment property, go to 
www.NASA.com .

Well, the newspaper article made me 
think:

First, the highly intelligent and 
educated Stephen H. is obviously 
convinced that efforts to keep planet 
earth hospitable are doomed to fail.

Secondly, when he urges us to reach 
for the safe heavens he seems to 
think that humans will NOT take 
those attitudes which have made 
earth more and more inhospitable 
(for some 200 species per day by the 
way) to other locations like Mars. 
What could be the reason for his 
optimism, if it is not just wishful 
thinking?  Can we indeed be sure 
that certain things will be different 
on any Mars colony? Is it safe to 
think that no sane NASA engineer 
would allow something like the 
Gold Coast grow like weeds on 
speed, and think about water supply 
from a neighbouring Mars colony 
some decades later? Is it safe to sug-
gest that NASA just wouldnʼt hire 
those “engineers”? Which would be 
- we know already - just contrary to 
the employment policy in Southeast 
Queensland (and may we add: in 
Tweed Shire as well?)

It makes a lot of good sense that 
there would be a rigorous pro-
gramme for reproduction on Mars. 
Nobody would be allowed to have 
as many children as one wants, no 
matter what the pope said.

The quantity and availability of 
resources would be at the core of 
every enterprise.  Breathing clean 
air would NOT be taken for granted. 
Water would be valued accordingly. 

Would a market economy still be 
around? Would it still make no sense 
to allow the greed of some Mars 
colonists to be the driving force 
for supposedly eternal economic 
growTH and more grOWTH and  
GGGROWTHHH till the end of all 
days - actually that sounds rather 
GROSS and as 
stupid, unsustain-
able and unethical 
as it is now.

   To sum it up: 
Life at a space 
habitat needs to 
be strictly regu-
lated for obvious 
reasons, so why 
not use all our 
intellectual re-
sources to work out what kind of 
regulations we need here and now 
for our survival, instead of planning 
the escape? I know, the spontane-
ous reaction to such a proposal is 
driven by the fear that we may have 
to give up a lot of the liberties which 
we enjoy so much, and maybe even 
more important, that we cannot trust 
our government - no matter which 
party had the power - to put regula-
tions, i.e. laws in place which RE-
ALLY serve the purpose. We have 
to face it: The people who got rich 
by making other people consume 
and waste will use all means - and 
that includes their political “mates” 
- to sell us other crap, advertised as 
“solution for climate change”. The 
global scale of the problem forces 
the people to cooperate globally, and 
thatʼs a very positive thing. Stating 
any countryʼs interest as the guiding 
principle - as John Howard does - 

should be seen as completely outdat-
ed, the push for global cooperation 
is the only survival strategy. And 
for that matter – I do understand 
that people donʼt trust politicians 
any more and would therefore be 
suspicious when it comes to grave 
but necessary regulations. So why 
not take it back into our own hands? 
Why not argue for a quantum leap 
in terms of democracy? Representa-
tive democracy seems not suitable 
for the challenge of saving the earth 
as a hospitable environment. John 
Howard in charge of a task like that 
is clearly a joke beyond laughter. 
But listening to Kevin Rudd talk-
ing about uranium mines makes 
me equally sick. Why not make it 
mandatory like voting now for every 

adult citizen to become educated 
via the internet (using computers at 
public schools, libraries, at home) in 
order to make the decisions which 
would then be based on knowledge 
of facts, provided by the global 
community of independent experts 
– voting for or against aforemen-
tioned regulations/laws would also 
be processed by that global tool 
of communication.  Global heat-
ing needs solutions based on direct 
global democracy - representative 
democracy was for the time when it 
was not practical to ask everybody 
about his/her choices and to make 
sure that they were based on proven 
facts. I know, this proposal needs 
some fine tuning still, for example 
to make sure that people are in-
deed ingesting the large amounts of 
information, and that they were able 
to understand it etc. So I am looking 
forward to hearing your ideas.

Klaus
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY NEEDS YOU.
We need help to put up the marquees and tents and generally get our 
act together on the day.  

We need as many people as possible at Knox Park at 7am.

We also need the usual wonderful cakes and vegetarian dishes for 
our food stall.

If you can help, call Christine on 0266795363 and leave a message

Considering the way Neville Newell got flattened 
by the Pacific Motorway juggernaut rolling down 
the C4 Route west of Coollangatta Airport, it 
will be interesting to see whether Justine Elliot, 
representing the Richmond electorate, can halt 
the construction of a massive dam wall across 
the Oxley River at Rocky Cutting.  Whether or 
not the Commonwealth Government is Labour or 
Coalition, it would not be surprising to see Be-
atty and Iemma joining them to make this mon-
strosity happen.  There are many more votes and 
parliamentary seats in S.E. Queensland than there 
are in Northern N.S.W.  Only Bob Brown and the 

Greens have consistently opposed new dams and 
desalination plants.

The only sustainable solution, and the cheap-
est, is much better water conservation measures 
linked with a massive roll-out of subsidised rain-
water tanks and stormwater harvesting facilities, 
not only in residential areas, but also for com-
mercial and industrial precincts.  This strategy 
is well suited to our coastal bioregion and has 
the smallest Ecological Footprint.  Manna from 
heaven which is undervalued by several hundred 
percent.

There are several good reasons for nominating the 
Mt. Warning Shield Volcano bio-region as a UNES-
CO Biosphere Reserve.

1.  In this modern era of globalisation, many multi-
national corporations are larger and more powerful 
than most nation states.  Instrumentalities of the UN 
are very pertinent and necessary in todayʼs techno-
cratic, capitalistic and mega-scaled world of mass 
production and mass development.

2.  We live in a bio-region of great beauty and biodi-
versity where the remnant rainforests of the caldera 
escarpments have been declared World Heritage and 
worthy of special protection.   
These CERRA properties need to exist in a broader 
supporting context.  The Biosphere Reserve program 
provides this sympathetic context.

3.  In our bio-region there are many government 
agencies which have partial and sometimes conflict-

ing interests.  Development projects like the Pacific 
Motorway C4 Route west of Coollangatta Airport,  
the Airport development and extension itself, and the 
proposed new dams and desalination plants, demand 
a more comprehensive and radical response than has 
been evident to date.

4.  The performance of state and local planning au-
thorities has been very patchy and inevitably favours 
development over the environment.  A well founded 
Biosphere Reserve should incorporate significant 
local grass roots support and could ensure a stronger 
and independant voice for the natural environment 
and more equitable outcomes for indigenous species 
and culture.

The new powers appopriated by the current Minister 
for Planning for coastal developments means that 
local objectors have very little chance of achieving 
acceptable and appropriate outcomes.

WOLLUMBIN (MT. WARNING) 
SHIELD VOLCANO BIOSPHERE RESERVE

TYALGUM DAM

Hop.E

Hop.E
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Chemical free bush regeneration 
being particularly labour depen-
dent, means that human energy 
is mostly expended on many 
stemmed plants such as grasses, 
and least expended on few 
stemmed plants such as trees. In 
other words, exotic trees are not 
as difficult to control as exotic 
grasses. So weeds are farmed 
rather than removed, and there 
is the allowance of a weed suc-
cession where some weeds actu-
ally work to inhibit the energy 
of others.

Wild Tobacco 
(Castor Oil plant similar)

Not seen as a threat to native re-
generation. In fact consideration 
is being given to broadcasting it 
through Lantana. Many species 
of native birds feed from it. It 
therefore aids native regen-
eration. It provides rapid soil 
shading and therefore helps to 
inhibit grasses. To make main-
tenance easy it needs to not 
be dominated by other weeds 
such as Banna grass or Morning 
Glory, so these weeds are cut 
from it.

Wild Tobacco has a relatively 
short life span and tends to die 
of its own accord after approxi-
mately 3 years and certainly 
after heavy shading by natives. 
In common with all plants that 
die, it leaves decayed roots 
in the ground which become 
channels for the freer passage 
of air through soil and therefore 
increases soil microflora and 
fauna. In effect it acts as a dig-

ger of the soil. One could envis-
age that in a society that looks 
more toward the long term, 
garden beds and orchards would 
be premeditated years ahead of 
their use and sowed with Wild 
Tobacco (and perhaps other 
plants) in order that the era of 
the turning of the soil practised 
by humans for so long comes to 
a close. Certainly in bush regen-
eration the deliberate removal 
of Wild Tobacco is more an act 
of destruction of the expansion 
of native habitat than an aid.

Its difficulty is only its exot-
icness and that is overcome 
easily by natural regeneration 
occurring automatically, or the 
planting of native trees at closed 
canopy spacings in its vicin-
ity. Branches of Wild Tobacco 
are cut out of the way of native 
trees, and that organic matter 
aids native growth.

Lantana
An easily controlled weed that 
works to improve soil friabil-
ity, and to provide shade to soil 
overexposed to sun through tree 
removal. In reafforestation areas 
it is not removed but pruned as 
a bush or hedge. It is ironic that 
it was originally brought to Aus-
tralia as a hedge plant and that 
chemical free bush regenera-
tion over 200 years later sees its 
usefulness as a hedge plant. In 
areas of intense Lantana growth, 
combined access trails and 
planting and/or native regenera-
tion areas are cut 1 metre wide.

Planting distances are arbitrary. 

In areas where natural regen-
eration is strong or is expected, 
metre wide swarths are kept 
clear whilst watching for native 
seedlings.

Hedges are maintained with 
standard hedge shears or with 
a sharp machete or sage grass 
knife, but initial cutting of metre 
wide planting/walking/natural 
regeneration areas is done with 
machete and loppers. The dif-
ficulty of Lantana is that initial 
cutting takes quite some time 
with canes being up to 50 mm 
thick, and cut material needs to 
be cut into smaller lengths in 
order that it may “lay down” 
in slashed areas. Because thick 
canes take a comparatively long 
time to grow, a months growth, 
about the space of time before 
a return visit, yields compara-
tively thin branches which are 
quickly trimmed. Lantana 
maintenance is very easy when 
compared to its initial cutting. 
Hedges can be cut shorter in 
winter whilst native seedlings 
require more sun, or be left 
grow longer in summer to pro-
vide greater shade for optimum 
growth of native seedlings.

In areas where native trees 
already have some maturity and 
Lantana has draped itself over 
the trees, enough vines are cut 
at ground level to ensure tree 
survival, but often many canes 
are left to provide further shade 
to soil and to prevent second-
ary weed infestation by difficult 
to control grasses. In this way 
Lantana acts as a partial screen 

Chemical Free Weed Control    By Geoff Dawe

ctd next page

Part 3, WEED SUCCESSION AND REPLACEMENT AT CUMBEBIN
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and therefore more obvi-
ously aids the work of bush 
regeneration.

Lantana diminishes in en-
ergy as shade from natives 
intensifies. Eventually, it 
has little “will” to remain 
and eradication becomes 
unnecessary. In fact under a 
closing canopy situation, the 
reduced vigour of Lantana 
allows it to occupy a lower 
storey position where it is 
able to continue its work 
of provisioning animal life 
and soil, without threat to a 
dominating native system.

Geoff Dawe

 DAMNING THE TWEED
SOME PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH TO BASE OUR OPPOSING ARGUMENT

There are many more votes and electorates in Southeast Qld. than there are in 
Northeast NSW - hence the co-alitionʼs policy.

To get beyond the parochial NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) syndrome the CEC 
believes the opposing argument should be based on Ecological Sustainability (i.e. 
minimising our ecological and environmental footprint and ensuring inter-genera-
tional equity).  For this fundamental reason we propose the following:  

1. Society needs to acknowledge that there are limits to natural resources and 
limits to growth.

2. We oppose any new dams or desalination plants in our bio-region for sustain-
ability and global warming reasons.

3. The best arguments are those based on the ecological, environmental and 
geographic realities of the Oxley River and Byrrill Creek catchments and valleys, 
namely:  

a. Loss of bio-diversity and rare species through inundation and depletion of 
environmental flows.
b. Loss of river health and water quality - downstream and in the Tweed Estu-
ary
c. Loss of residences, businesses and farmlands
d. Loss of road and village infrastructure
e. Increase of road and infrastructure costs
f. Increase of travel times, energy consumption and CO2 emissions

4. Far more rigorous water conservation and the on-site/local roofwater and 
stormwater storage measures are needed e.g.:

a. A massive roll-out of subsidised water tanks and stormwater storage facili-
ties in residential, commercial and industrial precincts
b. Recycling of gray water
c. Appropriate native and productive food gardens (not exotics and mown 
lawns)
d. Waterless Composting Closets (WCCs)
e. Cost of piped municipal water to reflect real costs, including environmen-
tal and “greenhouse” costs

4. Nuclear energy should NOT be considered as a power source.  “Clean Coal” is 
an oxymoron.  Our preference is for renewable energy sources, e.g. : wind, solar, 
tidal, wave, geo-thermal and marine-thermal and other technologies still to be 
discovered.

SUMMARY

Howard and Turnbull have announced their plans for a national water strategy 
without any community consultation or environmental studies or consideration.  
They have not even consulted with their colleagues.  This represents government 
by decree (a dictatorship of two) and is unacceptably undemocratic.  Similarly 
there is no mandate for nuclear energy, new dams or desalination plants.  

For the past fifteen or more years we have been asking governments to seriously 
consider global warming.  For the past eleven years the conservative co-alition 
parties have stubbornly denied the dire consequences of global warming.

We need to assert our environmental and democratic concerns for our country and 
our planet.  Vote Green at the coming election.

Hop.E 

The Ecological Crisis, ...

WORLD 
ENVIRONMENT 

DAY
This year the event will be 
organized by the Caldera 
Environment Centre. It 
will be interesting to see 
whether “the change in 
the public climate about 
global heating” will show 
in the number of people 
coming to the day. Did the 
movie “An Inconvenient 
Truth” cause Australians to 
wake up?  Is there already 
a broader understand-
ing that “having fun and 
enjoying the music and the 
nice weather and some 
small talk” can and should 
be part of an Environ-
ment Day, but that it is 
high time to come together 
on a day like that AND 
AFTERWARDS to learn 
and talk seriously about 
what we can do to change 
what needs to be changed: 
AND THEN LET’S DO IT !  
Seeya at the festival!
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==  14th November, 2006   ==

The Wooyung development: 
should have lapsed, but the Land 
and Environment Court upheld the 
DA. This decision was upheld by 
Sartor, the NSW Planning Minister

Stated: that it would make more 
sense to have development along 
major transport routes, such as the 
highway or the railway line. The 
rural development strategy which 
states that development will be 
moved West of the Highway, should 
be aimed more at Casino rather than 
Kunghur. 

Janet Townsend: Wishes to clarify 
her position on camphor removal. 
She advocates a long-term solu-
tion to manage camphor removal 
and says that for example the Daily 
News sensationalises her claims. 
Janet has a bush regeneratorʼs 
perspective. Her emphasis is on 
replacement of camphor with other 
species. If replacement is not pos-
sible then camphorʼs should prob-
ably be left. Camphor trees should 
be removed at the rate of native 
species recruitment. Also, the reli-
ance of many rainforest pigeons on 
camphors as a food source means 
that their total eradication would be 
disastrous for the bird populations. 

==  13th of February, 2007  ==

World Environment Day: CEC 
considers organising the event in 
Murwillumbah. Klaus suggests that 
we involve other environmental 
groups in the area. CEC would like 
to see music and workshops both 
happening at the event. 

Biosphere Reserve: CEC has been 
involved in the biosphere reserve 
project. CEC will request support 
from the CMA for the Biosphere 
Reserve and the concept will be 
presented to the council administra-
tors. Correspondence to the NRC-
MA to garner more support for the 

Biosphere Reserve project.

Climate Action Now: a new 
organisation to try and help people 
reduce the amount of greenhouse 
gases in their daily lives and also to 
lobby government to make policy 
decisions that take into consider-
ation CO2 emissions. 

CEC members gave evidence at the 
Land and Environment Court which 
had a hearing at the site of the ma-
rina and at the local court. A movie 
was made chronicling the event.

==  13th March, 2007  ==

Elections: The AEC has redrawn 
the boundary of the Tweed and 
Lismore electorates. The Tweed is 
now on the East of the Highway, 
and West of the Highway is now 
Lismore. 

Sovereign Heights: short-films and 
a document to council regarding the 
Piggabeen deviation, the Sovereign 
Heights development - both about 
wetland clearing. Motion - Call for 
restitution of the clearing of the 
wetland.

Chinderah Marina: The pro-
posed expansion to the Marina was 
knocked back by the Land and En-
vironment Court. Congratulations to 
Katy Milne. 

Nightcap Village: Council has 
ordered the development to be 
replanned to conform to the LEP 
zonings of the area. The clearing 
and burning of approx. 500 Ha has 
been recorded. The smoke from this 
fire affected the residents of Byrrill 
Creek for a couple of days.  The 
approval for this was granted by the 
Forestry Commission, not Council. 

Motion: passed to declare Tweed 
Shire a Nuclear Free Zone and a 
Plastic Bag Free Zone.

==  10th April, 2007  ==

Carbon Council: Car-parking for 
Council staff at the edge of town 
rather than parking in the town cen-
tre, and use of smaller cars that are 
more fuel efficient. HopE to write a 
letter.

Marina: Robert Karrawa took 
council to court over clearing of the 
swampoaks at the Chinderah marina 
carpark. Mr. Korraraʼs motion 
lapsed due to time. 

Community Movies: Every 
Wednesday at the Murwillumbah 
Community Centre, will be screen-
ing movies about small South 
American Countries peacefully re-
moving American bases from their 
countries.

Landcare Conference: in Graf-
ton. Dr. Mary White talked about 
Climate Change. She presented 
a report from the CSIRO about a 
newly discovered process of micro-
bial emissions in evapotranspiration 
from Rainforests. The microbes 
emitted are nuclei for cloud forma-
tion, this science proves that if you 
chop down a rainforest you remove 
the rainclouds and alter the climate. 
John Williams was the keynote 
speaker

Carbonsmart:- money paid to 
landholders - $14/tonne for tree 
growth. An initiative of the NSW 
state government it is a carbon trad-
ing scheme where landholders are 
paid for planting trees. Some debate 
about the entire scheme - some 
believe that this gives people an ex-
cuse to pollute, that carbon trading 
and offsets are not a real solution to 
the carbon pollution problem. 

Resolution: The CEC is not con-
vinced about the system of Carbon 
credits or offsets. And TREES are 
an important part of climate action - 
be they old-growth or newly planted 
- and need to be considered when 
taking action about climate change.

MINUTES, CEC GENERAL MEETINGS  (edited)
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Hello. Well itʼs all happening at World Environ-
ment Day,  The childrenʼs tent is looking good, 
there are lots of interesting 
things planned.  Thereʼs the 
Tree of Hands, where each 
kid traces around their hand, 
cuts it out, and their name 
goes on one side and a word 
or a phrase about something 
good about the future goes 
on the other side.

Then thereʼs the Quest where a child can set out at 
any time, answering questions which lead them to 

one stall or another, gathering clues.  

Thereʼs also stories and 
masks and a great game 
about the interconnected-
ness of nature.

While youʼre at Knox 
Park take a stroll down 
the Peace Walk. Thereʼs 
talk of ʻmodifying  ̓this 

beautiful place, so itʼs worth having a look and 
thinking about what we could do.

 See you there, 
Consuela

Mins ctd, ...
Biosphere Project and cultural 
heritage: The CMA responded 
to HopEʼs letter and supported 
the Biosphere concept. Report 
tabled from Andrew Steed about 
the viability of the concept of the 
Biosphere. The concept has been 
mapped using GIS. It is suggested 
that the Biosphere reserve be 
proposed to council again. There 
was some reluctance before due to 
council sacking and administrators 
being installed. Information tabled 
presenting alternative / additional 

information relating to indigenous 
cultural heritage.

==  15th May, 2007  ==

Feedback provided about the tech-
nicalities of making a submission to 
obtain a stop-work order. Dr Steve 
Phillips was asked to represent R. 
Korrowa and Phillips was unable to 
make the eight points on the sub-
mission. The judge stated that the 
action of TSC was unconscionable. 
The TSC was hardly vindicated and 
only succeeded in their legal pro-
ceedings because Korrowa failed to 
make his application in time.

Re forests and carbon credits: it 
was noted that some farmers are 
pushing the National party to sign 
up to the Kyoto Protocol as it might 
offer them financial incentives to 
stop clearing. Also that farmers 
may be provided with financial as-
sistance to 
plant trees.

-

JOIN with others to make your statement that you are 
CONCERNED ABOUT AUSTRALIA̓ S INVOLVE-
MENT IN WAR & THE NUCLEAR INDUSTRY.

Saturday morning, June 16, 2007

in the Brisbane CBD is your opportunity to join with 
others from all States in Australia to make a public state-
ment: Bear Witness for Peace. Defend Your Country ! 
Peace is a Process of intention!

What is the intention of WAR GAMES at TALISMAN 
SABRE 2007 commencing June 19 in the southern wa-
ters of the Great Barrier Reef at Shoalwater Bay?

Where does the depleted uranium come from that is used 
in modern weapons ? What does depleted uranium do to 
the global gene pool it is injected into? Are you immune 
from its effects ?

Brisbane June l6th - a stylized demo that morning 
through the streets  of the CBD lead by a child in a white 
dress symbolising Innocence and  Idealism followed 
by women in l950ʼs Sunday best garb from WILPF  
(Womenʼs International League for Peace and Freedom) 
and then six men  (including actor Tony Barry) in l950ʼs 
double breasted suits carrying  a black coffin aloft which 
represents the Death of Australian  Sovereignty.

The coffin will be followed by at least 655 people, each 
carrying  a pair of shoes which represents a thousand 
people who have been  killed since the first Gulf War 
invasion. It includes three pairs  of combat boots rep-
resenting the 3,000 American soldiers (poor blacks and 
Hispanics mostly) also killed in that conflict. 

PEACE CONVERGENCE
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Upcoming Events
World Environment Day, Sunday 3rd June, Knox Park Murblbah

Peace Convergence 07, a non-violent gathering in the Shoalwater region, 18-24 June, 0738465793.

Friends of Wollumbin workday Saturday 2nd June, 66728146

Tweed Landcare Inc. 3rd Wed each month, RSL Murblbah.

Tweed Greens, 1st Thurs each month, Birdwing Cafe, Tumbulgum.

Gecko General Meet, Gecko House, 139 Duringan St, Currumbin, 2nd Wed each month.

If undelivered,please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090 Sth Murwillumbah  2484
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Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not neccessarily those of the CEC 
or its members.

Meetings of the CEC are always 2nd Tuesday of the month, 5:30pm in the shop, next meeting is on 
12th June.
 

Volunteer positions available at the Caldera Environment Centre Shop and as research persons.
 

The CEC is located at Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121, 
Email tree@calderaenvironmentcentre.org or caldera@calderaenvironmentcentre.org
CEC www is calderaenvironmentcentre.org

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

KNOX PARK, MUR’BAH

SUNDAY JUNE 3RD, 10:30AM

If you are yet to renew your membership pls do so soon, your CEC is an active environmental organisation.


