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e d i t o r i a l
2008 may be remembered as the 
year of several strong but related 
coincidences.
After decades of conjecture, the 
worldʼs top scientists and most 
governments now admit that global 
warming is even more dire than 
predicted and yet most citizens 
seem unwilling to change their 
(our) costly lifestyles. 
At the same time as world oil 
production is peaking, transna-
tional corporations, companies 
and units of production are now 
bigger than ever.
We import oranges from 
America and export grass hay 
to Japan for milk cows.
Australiaʼs economy largely de-
pends on sending huge ship loads 
of coal, iron ore and natural gas to 
China.
The worldʼs population and per cap-
ita consumption of natural resources 
continues to rapidly increase.
There has never before been a time 
when a complete paradigm shift is 
absolutely and obviously necessary.
Strong and wise leadership from na-
tional governments coordinated by 
the United Nations is our best hope.
World Environment Day is part of 
UNESCOʼs ʻMan and the Bio-
sphere  ̓program, which came about 
as a response to reports from the 
ʻClub of Rome  ̓and the ʻBrundtland 
Commission  ̓concerning global 
over population, gross consumerism 
and universal pollution.
In Australia decline in marine biota, 
damage to the Barrier Reef, the 
catastrophe of our river systems 
generally and the Murray Darling 
Basin in particular, AND wide 
spread salinity and desertification, 
are all indicators of the gross misuse 
of our country in the short space of 
200 years.
There is little indication that at-
titudes or actions are significantly 
changing - apart from rhetoric.

----------

WHAT CAN WE DO
1. Support and engage with your 
local environment centre.
2. Badger all three levels of govern-
ment to initiate sustainable alterna-
tive production and distribution of 
food, fibre, power and water and 
transport.

3 & 4. Save water and recycle nutri-
ents by growing your own fruit and 
vegetables using caught rain water, 
recycled grey water and composting 
household by-products for mulch 
and fertilizer,  i.e. install rainwater 
tanks and a waterless composting 
closet (WCC).
5. Install solar hot water and solar 
electric panels. 
6. Buy Green Power (not from Con-
dong !!!) in the interim. 
7. Reduce consumption of fossil 
fuel. Buy a second hand bicycle and 
share vehicle use. 
8. Op shop and use councilʼs tip 
shops.
9. Feed on locally grown organic 
produce.
10. Plant indigenous and productive 
trees.

----------
As a youngster growing up in 
suburban Geelong, we, like many 
others, had a veggie garden, fruit 
trees and hens in the backyard.
Rainwater was harvested and gray 
water recycled onto the garden.
Bicycles were ubiquitous and we 
shared a car with our relatives.
Neighbours shared produce, cooked 
food and tools.

Bread and milk were delivered by 
horse and cart.
The doctor did home visits and (pre-
scribed) drugs were home delivered.
Shopping was local and on foot or 
by bicycle.
Public transport was by tram (short 
trips) and train (long trips).

Mum recycled wax 
paper lunch wrappers, 
brown paper bags, 
string, rubber bands and 
paraffin wax for jam 
pots and the glass jars 
themselves. 
Fruits in season were 
preserved in re-use glass 
jars for winter use.
Honey was bought 
collectively from local 

apiarists.
Fish were caught and shared locally.
Mum was very industrious but Dad 
did the washing and some garden-
ing.
The kids helped in the garden and 
did the ʻmessages  ̓(shopping etc,) 
on their bikes.
Wind generators were used in re-
mote windy locations.
Rainwater tanks were common-
place.

White goods & vehicles were mod-
est & consumed sparingly.

Back to the future - perhaps !

Hop.E



Thirty-six years have passed since 
the United Nations General As-
sembly established World Envi-
ronment Day in 1972, to mark the 
opening of the Stockholm Con-
ference on the Human Environ-
ment. Another resolution, adopted 
by the General Assembly on the 
same day, led to the creation of 
UNEP, United Nations Environ-
ment Program.  If that decision 
was prompted by growing wor-
ries about the health of the planet, 
the need for the Rio Conference 
in 1992 demonstrated that things 
had deteriorated to a point where 
one day set aside every year for 
awareness-creation on environ-
mental issues was just not enough.  
“Rio” was full of promises. Ten 
years on, the much talked of Rio 
Declaration was evaluated.  The 
unanimous conclusion of the 
Johannesburg Conference on 
Sustainable Development, which 
also came up with fresh resolve, 
new initiatives and strategic plans, 
was that the Rio Declaration was 
a failure.  

World Environment Day, com-
memorated each year on 5 June, 
is one of the principal vehicles 
through which the United Nations 
stimulates worldwide awareness 
of the environment and enhances 
political attention and action.
The World Environment Day 
slogan for 2008 is “Kick the 
Habit!” “Towards a Low Carbon 
Economy”. Recognising that 
climate change is becoming the 
defining issue of our era, UNEP is 
asking countries, companies and 
communities to focus on green-
house gas emissions and how to 
reduce them. This World Environ-
ment Day will highlight resources 
and initiatives that promote low 
carbon economies and life-styles, 
such as improved energy efficien-
cy, alternative energy sources, for-
est conservation and eco-friendly 
consumption.

The World Environment Day 
Festival and Sustainability Fo-
rum - Knox Park actualises this 
objective in the joining together 
of the CEC WED celebration 
and information, with the Tweed 
Landcare and their Sustainability 
Forum objectives.
The main international celebra-
tions of World Environment Day 
2008 will be held in New Zealand. 
UNEP is honoured that the city 
of Wellington will be hosting this 
United Nations day. The dayʼs 
agenda is to give a human face to 
environmental issues; empower 
people to become active agents of 
sustainable and equitable develop-
ment; promote an understanding 
that communities are pivotal to 
changing attitudes towards envi-
ronmental issues; and advocate 
partnership, which will ensure all 
nations and peoples enjoy a safer 
and more prosperous future. 

History and Theme  of World Environment Day 2008

(note, some info above 
from UNwww)

HELP WANTED 

World Environment Day festival is happening and the CEC will be having our 
usual food stall.  We need donations of vegetarian savouries plus cakes cakes 
cakes.  We also need help on that stall and our shop produce stall.  Thanks in 
advance for your generosity.

Aside from our own stalls, the event needs helpers to set up giant marquees, 
from 7am on the day.  Leave your name at our shop or just turn up.  There will 
be delicious vegetarian breakfast and lunch provided for the volunteers.

calling caldera caterers and friends
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There are 2 main strands to the 
WED event: celebration and infor-
mation.

The celebration strand includes 
music, circus, childrenʼs work-
shop and walk, great food and 
environmentally sound products 
for sale, including discounted na-
tive trees and compost bins.

The second strand of the event is 
to inform people and to encourage 
them to think about sustainable 
living.

Global warming is the result of 
non-sustainable living.  Living 
sustainably is the key to surviving 
global warming.

Two Sustainability Forums (fora) 
will be held, morning and after-
noon.

The Morning Forum

The focus of the first forum is 
Sustainable Agriculture, Localisa-

tion of Food, Organic Growing, 
Wise Water Use, Composting, 
etc..

Three key note speakers will pres-
ent this forum:

Richard Swinton, a Resource 
Management Officer, has a forty 
year background in agriculture 
and has strong views on sustain-
ability.  He will be talking about 
the challenges and opportunities 
of agriculture in a scenario of 
climate change and peak oil.

Rod Bruin, is an organic grower 
from Tyalgum, talking about the 
practicalities of organic farming.

Hop.E (Paul Hopkins), co-ordina-
tor of the Caldera Environment 
Centre, talking about the sustain-
ability of our households.

Local organic food production is 
healthier and more sustainable. It 
does not import chemicals from 

the refinery into our food chain, 
and cuts out food miles.  Chemi-
cals in our food chain do irrefut-
able damage both to us and our 
planet.  “Food miles” is a way of 
calculating how far food has trav-
elled and the damage done getting 
it there.  

Agriculture and food distribution 
in Australia is highly oil-depen-
dent and change is required.

The Afternoon Forum

The focus of the afternoon forum 
is Global Warming Action Now.

Paul Taylor (Climate Action 
Now), Eddie Roberts (CAN) and 
Dan Walton, (Tweed Shire Coun-
cil Sustainability Officer), lead the 
discussion on alternative energy 
production, reduction in energy 
use and the political action which 
is required at governmental level.  

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY - KNOX PARK
FESTIVAL & SUSTAINABILITY FORUM
Murwillumbah Saturday May 31st

Tweed Landcare Inc. was formed 
as an incorporated community 
group in late 1997.  We agree with 
the definition and objectives of to-
tal catchment management as set 
out in the Catchment Management 
Act 1989 and share the ideals of 
the landcare (Landcare, Coastcare, 
Dunecare, Rivercare..) movement. 
Meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6.30pm 
at the CWA Hall, Queen Street, 
Murwillumbah. The meetings are 
an opportunity to keep up to date 
with TLI activities, hear interest-
ing guest speakers and share your 
views.

We hold Landcare displays at 
community events, workshops and 
field days, contribute articles to 
local media and promote aware-
ness of biodiversity conservation.  
Tweed Landcare helps landhold-
ers, other community organisa-
tions and businesses to access 
funding from all levels of gov-
ernment for environment repair 
works to preserve our precious 
natural resources.
Tweed Landcare is represented 
on the Tweed River Committee 
(an advisory committee of Tweed 
Shire Council) to promote the 
Landcare ethic and develop proj-

ect partnerships that will benefit 
biodiversity conservation in the 
Tweed.
Tweed Landcare has received a 
grant to conduct a sustainability 
forum, which will be held in con-
junction with the World Environ-
ment Day Festival - Knox Park, 
on Saturday 31st May.
The forum is a component of the 
“Agriculture in Tweed Catchment 
Project”, part of the Northern 
Rivers Catchment Management 
Authority program for sustainable 
agriculture, grazing, horticulture 
and improved productivity. 

TWEED LANDCARE
The following information was supplied by some of the community groups represented at the festival.



Nimbin Environment Centre 
(NEC) is a non-profit organization 
run by volunteers whose aims are 
to protect our local and national 
environment and keep activists 
informed about recent events and 
current actions. We are based in a 
shop on the main street of Nim-
bin. The NEC shop sells alterna-
tive products, arts, crafts, music, 
stickers, T-shirts and posters all 
relating to environmental issues. 
Within the shop we keep vital 
information on environmental is-
sues, and inform the members of 
the public what is happening and 
how they can help. 
Our major campaigns at the mo-
ment are centered around the 

Washpool National Park area 
(Western Bundjalung Nation), 
where there are a number of 
environmental issues that need 
addressing. 
Firstly we have been working on 
helping the Indigenous people 
of Baryugil deal with the long 
lasting effects of an old asbestos 
mine in their community. This 
matter was recently taken to the 
NSW Government by Greens MP 
Lee Rhiannon, who obtained a 
commitment from the Minister 
for Environment to investigate 
this issue. 
NEC has also been investigat-
ing logging issues around the 

Washpool, Collum Collum and 
Ewingar areas. Mining explora-
tion licences have been issued for 
the Timbarra Plateau area and we 
are looking into mining issues as 
well.
A crew from the NEC will be 
in Murwillumbah for WORLD 
ENVIRONMENT DAY, to pro-
vide information on the above 
campaigns, as well as ongoing 
national environment issues.
We will be stocking environmen-
tal stickers, T-shirts, hemp prod-
ucts, and local Nimbin crafts.
Please come and find out more 
about what we do!”

THE NIMBIN ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

Tweed Greens are an affiliated 
member group of The Greens 
NSW.  There are currently 50 lo-
cal groups throughout the State. 
The Greens NSW are affili-
ated with the Australian Greens, 
which in turn is part of the Global 
Greens network. The key prin-
ciples underlying Greens policies 
and decision making are ecologi-
cal sustainability, social justice, 
grass roots democracy and non 
violence. Local groups empha-

sise participatory democracy and 
consensus decision making. The 
Greens are not just a single is-
sue party, we have policies on a 
broad range of issues affecting the 
future of Australia and the planet, 
including health, education, hous-
ing, industrial relations, climate 
change, rural land use, transport  
and justice.
The activities of Tweed Greens 
are focused on campaigning in 
elections held in the Tweed area, 

including Federal, State and Local 
Government. When campaigning 
for State and Federal elections we 
work closely with our neighbour-
ing Greens groups, Ballina By-
ron Greens and Northern Rivers 
Greens. Tweed Greens meet on 
the first Thursday of each month 
at Tongs Thai Restaurant at the 
Riverview Hotel , at 6pm.
Contact Joanna Boileau on 02 
6677 7551 for more information.

TWEED GREENS

TweedCan (Tweed Climate Action 
Now) is an active small group of 
committed people dedicated to 
educating the community on how 
to reduce Greenhouse Gas emis-
sions.
We have lobbied all tiers of 
government on sustainable infra-
structure and processes and will 
continue to do so.
At present we have developed 

a program designed for primary 
school students and are actively 
rolling it out to schools in our 
community.
If you would like to get involved 
we meet on the 1st Monday of 
the month, 6.30pm in the meeting 
room, Murwillumbah Hotel.
For more information call Ed-
die Roberts 66794079 or email 
oldgrowthed@yahoo.com.

Do a good turn for Mother Earth 
every day.

TWEED CAN



The most you can do to help the 
planet is to become a vegan (no 
meat/no dairy). If you are con-
cerned about global warming, the 
drought, pollution, deforestation, 
wildlife destruction, desertifica-
tion, food shortages and world 
hunger, animal welfare and animal 
rights, human health all of these 
issues are addressed by adopting 
a plant-based diet. Start today. 
Learn how.
We are told by the livestock 
industry and the government 
that kangaroos are a pest and are 
breeding in plague proportions. 
The fact is kangaroo populations 
are crashing all over the country 

due to the drought and the com-
mercial Kangaroo Industry. The 
biggest roos have been shot out 
leaving smaller males thus weak-
ening the gene pool. Up to 70% of 
the kangaroos killed are females 
which is clearly unsustainable. 
Many of those females are juve-
niles. When an adult female is 
killed she usually has two joeys, 
one in-pouch and one young-at-
foot (YAT). The in-pouch joey is 
either decapitated or bashed to 
death against a tree or a truck. The 
YAT runs away to die of starva-
tion and predation. This industry 
is inherently cruel and one in 
which all Australians should hang 
their heads in shame. The kanga-

roo massacre is the largest slaugh-
ter of wildlife on the planet. Last 
year 3.8 million kangaroos were 
killed (actually double that when 
you add in joey deaths, illegal/
fence/road kills, drought deaths, 
pastoralist/grazier kills). The aver-
age age of a kangaroo now is only 
2 yrs and they normally live to 24 
yrs. In 200 years we have reduced 
their populations from an esti-
mated 200 million to 19 million. 
Thatʼs a 90% reduction after 16 
million years of evolution.  Green-
peace encourages us to eat more 
roo to save the planet.  Find out 
what you can do to save Skippy 
from extinction within 10 years.

The Murwillumbah Amnesty 
group has recently been estab-
lished and is affiliated with the 
Queensland Branch of Amnesty 
International Australia, based in 
Brisbane. Amnesty International 
Australia is part of a global mem-
ber driven organisation working to 
protect and promote human rights.  
Amnesty works with people in 
Australia and our region to de-
mand respect for human rights 
and protect people facing abuse. 

We mobilise people, campaign, 
conduct research and raise money 
for our work. We promote a 
culture where human rights are 
embraced, valued and protected.

The Murwillumbah Amnesty 
group welcomes new members 
to get involved in our activities 
which include letter writing on 
behalf of victims of human rights 
abuses around the world, holding 
information stalls and fund rais-

ing. Amnestyʼs current activities 
nationally include campaigns 
against human rights abuses and 
internet censorship in China in 
the lead up to the Beijing Olym-
pics, campaigns against violence 
against women, torture and the 
death penalty, and campaigns in 
support of refugees  ̓human rights. 
Contact Joanna Boileau on 02 
6677 7551 for more information.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

VEGANISM

 Sea Shepherd is the most ag-
gressive marine conservation 
organisation on the planet. This 
yearʼs campaign in Antarctica was 
highly successful. Our ship the 
Steve Irwin chased the Japanese 
whaling fleet for thousands of 
miles over 5 weeks at a financial 
loss to the whaling industry of 
over $2,000,000. As long as we 
had them on the run, no whales 
were being killed. As a result 
over 600 whales were saved. The 
whole time we were being tailed 

by an armed Japanese coastguard.
Half way through the campaign 
two of our crew were held hos-
tage by the whaling ship when 
they tried to deliver a letter asking 
them to leave the Southern Ocean 
Sanctuary (since they were in-
communicado by radio). For three 
days we got international expo-
sure which was fantastic publicity. 
The Australian Navy returned our 
crew to us but did so in such a 
way as to make us lose the whal-
ers  ̓location. It lost us several 

valuable weeks before we could 
find them again. We again threw 
stink bombs (butyric acid aka 
rancid butter) on the deck which 
further stopped the whalers from 
being able to work on deck. Soon 
after that an attempt was made on 
Capt Watsonʼs life when he was 
shot. Without a bullet-proof vest 
and a metal badge he would have 
been killed. Very little publicity 
was received of this attempted 
murder and Australian authorities 
seem to have dropped the ball. 

 SEA SHEPHERD



NCCAG is a collective of people 
who officially formed follow-
ing a public forum organised and 
presented by Gayle Russell at the 
Moller Pavilion in Bangalow on 
Saturday 7th October, 2006. Since 
then we have achieved minor 
miracles. 
We have attracted around 500 
or more interested people to our 
email list and we have received 
wonderful coverage support from 
our local, regional paper, the By-
ron Shire Echo.
We are forging links with groups 

like Rainforest Rescue, Australian 
Conservation Foundation , Get-
Up, Southern Cross Uni.
We are represented on Byron 
Shire Council Sustainability Com-
mittee, have developed guidelines 
for green festivals, we produce 
and share FREE information, 
speakers, knowledge, forums, 
links and companionship.
We provide access to DVDʼs, 
people, papers, smart technology, 
emerging economy companies, 
sustainable living, and local net-
working.

If you are fed up with Australian 
politicians asleep at the wheel on 
climate change, then, meet, email, 
and join us! If you would like to 
be on our mailing list to receive 
our weekly Climate Matters Up-
date. Email info@nccag.org.

Australiaʼs coastal villages are 
currently experiencing enormous 
and rapidly increasing pressure 
from a number of sources. From 
local councils raising resident 
rates to pay for infrastructure 
required by new developments, to 
inappropriate developments being 
allowed and the rights of residents 
and pedestrians being eroded. 
These are some of the challenges 
being fought at local levels by 
small local community groups in 
villages across Australia.
 As most community groups 
consist of small numbers of 
concerned local residents, there 
is little opportunity for them to 
secure the volume of numbers to 
support resistance to changes be-
ing forced on them.
The formation of (SVA) is de-
signed to provide a co-ordinated 
forum for these small community 

groups to be able to elicit support 
when they need it from others 
who share their concerns.
 The Alliance is deeply concerned 
about finding a balance between 
the pressure put on existing com-
munities and the need for further 
coastal development. 
This group currently represents 22 
Villages from the Tweed to Bruns-
wick rivers with an open invita-
tion to any other small coastal 
communities who support our 
mission to join. 
 IMMEDIATE CONCERNS OF 
THE SVA INCLUDE
1. Maintenance of village ambi-
ence
 2. Preserving, maintaining and 
restoring existing waterways and 
the integrity of the coastal ecosys-
tem
 3. A basic two-storey height level 

in the Tweed, defined in metres, 
other than those CBD areas which 
are currently excepted
 4. Low impact development 
which enhances the villages not 
detracts or damages them
 5. Employment creating infra-
structure which does not impact 
destructively on village feel
 6. A workable public transport 
system within and between exist-
ing villages
 7. An urgent and independent 
Tweed-Byron Floodplain Manage-
ment Plan
 8. Requiring the Tweed Council 
to focus on establishing, through 
outstanding strategic planning, 
world class examples of envi-
ronmentally sustainable, village 
appropriate, development

SUSTAINABLE VILLAGE ALLIANCE

If they were sincere about taking 
Japan to the international court of 
justice over illegal whaling you 
would think this would be a very 
important piece of information 
they could use. Japan killing not 

only endangered whales in Aus-
tralian Territorial waters in defi-
ance of a Federal court ruling and 
the IWC moratorium on commer-
cial whaling and CITES and US 
Commerce Act and the Antarctic 

Treaty etc but also shooting at 
unarmed conservationists!
Become a member, buy our awe-
some benefit CD, sign letters. 
Help the whales, help the oceans! 
They are dying.

NORTH COAST CLIMATE ACTION GROUP



The Caldera Environment Cen-
tre (CEC) is a registered Volun-
tary Conservation Organisation 
(VCO), a registered Charitable 
Organisation and an Incorpo-
rated Association which is able to 
receive tax deductible donations 
if you do not have time to actively 
volunteer.  We believe in the 
saying “Think Globally, Act Lo-
cally”.  Our main focus and area 
of concern is our local natural and 
built environment which is largely 
shaped by local and state govern-
ments.  It is essential that caldera 
citizens realise that our local 
physical environment is mainly 
controlled by Councilʼs Local En-
vironment Plan (LEP).  The LEP 
(2008) is currently in draft form 

and open for public comment.  
Read the document and lodge a 
submission if you think better pro-
tection is needed for our locally 
indigenous ecosystems and/or 
you think walk-up buildings are 
adequate, more appropriate and 
more sustainable than ugly high 
rise, mechanically serviced, (fos-
sil-fuelled), buildings.  Why must 
Tweed Shire continue to grow 
(populations and size) at exponen-
tial rates?  Who benefits?  Coun-
cilʼs three year Draft Management 
Plan is also on Public Exhibition 
for critical comment.

If the public, and in particular 
CEC members, do not actively 
involve themselves with councilʼs 
policies and activities, we can 

only blame ourselves if our physi-
cal environment deteriorates.

More Trees, More Wild-
life NOT More Shocking     
Centres
Town Planners and council 
bureaucrats are constantly be-
ing lobbied by the development 
industry.  The best (only) antidote 
is constant vigilance and counter 
arguement by residents.

Letʼs organise and activate for a 
greener more democratic council 
in September - just three months 
away!!!

CALDERA ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

NORTH COAST ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL
The North Coast Environment 
Council is the regional umbrella 
organisation for community 
conservation and environmental 
groups on the North Coast of 
N.S.W.
The Council was formed in 1977 
and has campaigned in this time 
on numerous issues including 
some of the most historic and 
important environmental issues of 
recent times, rainforests, sandmin-
ing, toxic substances and coastal 
development, wetlands, wilder-
ness, woodchips.
The Council has through its ener-
gies and expertise established it-
self as a responsible and respected 
voice for the environment of the 
North Coast. Although recognised 
by all tiers of government for the 
valuable work it does for conser-
vation, the Council receives no 
regular  grant funding. We encour-
age our supporters to make tax-
deductible donations.

Members groups, which have 
particular interests and knowledge 
of their own local areas make up 
the membership of the Council. 
In this way, the interests of thou-
sands of north coast people and 
the numerous eco-systems are 
represented and served.
In the 200 years since European 
settlement we have lost three 
quarters of our rainforests and two 
thirds of our wetlands. Our creeks 
and rivers are polluted through 
chemical contamination and sew-
age effluent.
Similarly some of our soils are 
unhealthy to build on. Our coastal 
forests are fast being bulldozed 
for residential subdivisions and 
our upriver forests have been 
over-cut and burnt regularly. 
Only 4% to 5% of the original old 
growth forests remain.
Populations of organisms so alter 
their environment as to threaten 
their own existence.

THE VISION
“A region where people can live 
in harmony with the environ-
ment.”
WHY A VISION?
Because governments at all levels 
have failed to produce one.
It is necessary to understand what 
we have lost and why. To accept 
responsibility for what we have 
now and to plan for the sustain-
able future of the North Coast.
We need a change in attitude to-
wards the environment. A change 
back to the indigenous peoples  ̓
respect, love and caring for the 
environment which sustains all 
life. The rewards will be a clean 
healthy environment and a safe 
place to live and work and play.
Planning for an ecologically 
sustainable future is an investment 
for our children.



The Caldera Environment Centre has lobbied consistently for 
population limits in the shire.  Max Boyd, Council Adminis-
trator, according to the Tweed Border Mail (15-5-8), stated 
that water supply could be used to limit population growth.  
Given that the existing water extraction availability levels are 
just enough to service the current population (83,000).

The Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority 
(NRCMA) policy and cap does not support inter-catchment 
transfer or reducing environmental flows through damning 
(“water flowing out to sea is not wasted but is essential for the 
riverʼs health”).

Jim Warburton

Population Limits

This year saw Earth Hour become 
even cooler (no pun intended) 
with 59% (up from 57% last year) 
of Sydney residents taking part 
and much excitement about some 
(just 8.4% actually) of the totally 
unnecessary after hours CBD 
lighting being switched off for AN 
ENTIRE HOUR!!!
Sorry for the facetiousness but re-
ally, is this the best we can do?
Of those surveyed in Sydney this 
year, only 2 percent switched on 
to Green Power (bringing it up 
to 10%). Green Power is a broad 
term used to describe power 
which includes any proportion of 
renewable energy from 10 percent 
through to 200 percent.
I viewed the Earth Hour segment 
on the news this year and was 
struck by the gathering of jolly 
Sydneysiders replete with their 
petroleum based paraffin candles 
in plastic cups watching the 
wonderful absence of some of the 
fossil fuel powered CBD lighting. 
The crashing crescendo at 9pm 
came in the form of fireworks 
over the harbour! I donʼt know 
about you, but paraffin, plastic 
and fireworks are not something 
I associate with sustainability 
and conservation. Clearly Clover 

Moore would disagree...
I know I sound bitter (and I am), 
but when I hear the Earth Hour 
mantra: “Symbolism is impor-
tant” I canʼt entirely agree. Sure, 
Earth Hour is a great concept 
but is an annual event capable of 
raising awareness or changing 
habits? Why not have it weekly 
or nightly? And why not make a 
real change and switch to 100% 
renewable energy funding wind or 
solar electricity farms?
“Symbolism is sometimes im-
portant” chant the defenders of 
Earth Hour. But surely the value 
of symbolism extends only to the 
real and lasting change it effects.
So... by all means participate in 
Earth Hour and any other event 
which sends the message that we 
care about our planet and we need 
sustainable energy sources.
But more importantly make a per-
sonal commitment to lessen your 
householdʼs impact: 
Invest in 100% Green Power 
so that every cent you pay for 
electricity goes into installing 
wind turbines or solar panels 
and increasing the proportion of 
Australiaʼs energy that is fed by 
renewables. My provider (Jack 

Green) costs me the equivalent 
of 2 cups of coffee per week and 
gives me a much more positive 
outlook on life.
Reduce your fuel consumption by 
car pooling, cycling and walking 
when you can, and donʼt drive big 
gas-guzzling cars.
Reduce or eliminate meat, dairy, 
imported and overpackaged foods 
from your diet – the planet will 
benefit from fewer emissions and 
your health will benefit too.
 Recycle and buy recycled or 
sustainably produced products 
whenever you possibly can. You 
lessen the demand for the mostly 
petroleum based or otherwise un-
sustainably produced goods which 
fill our stores and send a powerful 
message of demand to corpora-
tions for more green products.

Natalie Hollingsworth
References
 http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/
story/0,25197,23448133-11949,00.html

http://www.livenews.com.au/ar-
ticles/2008/03/31/Symbolism_of_Earth_
Hour_goes_up_in_smoke

http://www.abc.net.au/news/sto-
ries/2008/03/30/2202947.htm

Earth Hour or Green Power: Symbolism Vs Real Action



The good news is World En-
vironment Day Festival is on 
again in Knox Park.  Itʼs Sat-
urday this year and May (31st) 
so donʼt  let it slip by.

Come and join the fun, and for an even bigger buzz, come and 
help.

Dancing on the off chance,

Consuela

“Organic meat and dairy 
farming is worse for the 
environment than conven-
tional meat & dairy.”
This one need not be dwelt on 
too long. False or inadequate data 
equals bad science. The amount 
of methane emitted per portion 
of meat/dairy is purported to be 
less in intensively raised stock 
because the hormone & antibiotic 
bolstered cows make more raw 
product per head than the less in-
tensively raised organic livestock. 
This argument only works if you 
ignore the impact of the many 
different ways that conventional 
agriculture causes environmental 
degradation, including:

•  Pesticides  used on stock feed 
(fossil fuels used in production, 
runoff causes eutrophication of 
rivers and oceans etc)
•  Synthetic  fertilizers used on 
stock feed. Synthetic fertilizers 
account for 2/3 of  all crop-
ping emissions. Conventionally 
raised livestock are fattened with  
masses of synthetically fertilized 
feedstock.
•  Antibiotics  & hormones in-
tegral to conventional livestock 
production (both the embodied 
energy in their production and the 
considerable environmental  costs 
associated with their use)
•  Carbon  stripping effect conven-
tional agriculture has on the land

•  The 99%  higher nitrous oxide 
emissions associated with conven-
tional farming over  the organic 
model
•  Environment  Life Cycle Analy-
sis shows carbon dioxide emis-
sions from feedlot dairy  cattle (an 
intensive farming method) are 3.5 
times higher than from  naturally 
grazing cattle.

Reference:
http://www.zeroemissionnetwork.org/
facts-and-figures-agriculture
www.rirdc.gov.au/reports/ORG/07-038.
pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/research/top-
ics/climate-change/response

 

Exploring the Myth Natalie Hollingsworth

“The point of prophesy is not to forsee the future, but to warn those in the present that unless 
they change their ways, the future is likely to be extremely unpleasant.”

Terry Eagleton, Professor of Cultural Theory at the University of Manchester.



WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
FESTIVAL & SUSTAINABILITY FORUM

If undelivered, please return to:
Caldera Environment Centre
PO Box 5090 Sth Murwillumbah  2484
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Opinions expressed in this publication may be those of the individual authors and not necessarily those of the CEC 
or its members.

Meetings of the CEC are always 2nd Tuesday of the month, 5:30pm in the shop.
Volunteer positions available at the Caldera Environment Centre Shop and as research persons.
The CEC is located at Queen Street, Murwillumbah, Phone 66721121.
Email tree@calderaenvironmentcentre.org or caldera@calderaenvironmentcentre.org
CEC www is calderaenvironmentcentre.org

SATURDAY MAY 31st, 10:30am

KNOX PARK, MURWILLUMBAH

For TREE by eMail pls email your request to tree@calderaenvironmentcentre.org. 

The hearing for Nightcap Town-
ship development was heard in 
the Land and Environment Court 
in mid-April. The court ruled at 
this time that more information 
was needed to fully assess the 
application, and has re-scheduled 
the hearing for 24th June 2008. 
The information being sought was 
requested by Council during the 
hearing and pertains to water and 
sewer infrastructure, earth works, 
stormwater infrastructure, creek 
buffers and bridge works. 
In relation to the proposed closure 

of crown roads within the Night-
cap Township site, the Department 
of Lands has given the developer 
three months from 3rd March to 
provide a sufficient reason(s) as to 
why these roads should be closed. 
If inadequate reason(s) are given, 
then the Department of Lands will 
refuse part or all of the proposed 
closures. This response from the 
Department of Lands is a direct 
result of submissions received 
from Council and the public. 
CRAG would like to thank all 
those who sent submissions.

The continuing business of ap-
plications for development to 
Council based on a concept plan 
is not in CRAGʼs view an appro-
priate method for future develop-
ment within the Tweed Shire, as 
these are concepts based on ideas 
that will continue to end up in the 
Land and Environment Court as 
the detail and specifics are inad-
equate. CRAG will continue to 
look at the legislation for concept 
planning for future reference. For 
more information contact John on 
0408 476 965.

CRAG Update


