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Subject:

SITE VALUES AND ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE
‘Hewittville/Fish’ property, Tyalgum Road, Tyalgum

Reference:
The property includes the following four parcels with a total size of 325 hectares:
• Lot 136//755724; 231.5 ha
• Lot 138//755724; 32.37 ha
• Lot 124//755724; 40.47 ha
• Lot 113//755724; 20.23 ha
The property was purchased in January 2013 by Hewittville Pty Ltd for $1.2M. Three lots
have subsequently been sold from the original holding. The property has a Private Native
Forestry Property Vegetation Plan (dated May 2013) inclusive of the 4 lots listed above.

Figure 1: Subject property
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Ecological significance
The site has a high scenic, heritage and ecological significance due to its extensive
vegetation cover, habitat for rare and threatened species and strategic position within the
Tweed Shield erosion caldera providing connectivity between proximal UNESCO World
Heritage Central Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia (CERRA) Nature Reserves and
National Parks. These values are identified below:
Landscape context:
• The property is located within the Tweed Shield erosion caldera along the Great
Escarpment of Australia’s east coast
• Centrally located between UNESCO World Heritage CERRA properties - Limpinwood
and Numinbah Nature Reserves and Wollumbin National Park.
• Critical landscape connectivity function due to being centrally located at junction of
regional fauna corridors connecting proximal reserves and retained vegetation.
• Critical landscape buffer function to protect and maintain the integrity of World
Heritage CERRA Gondwana Rainforest ecosystems contained in the above reserves,
particularly Mt Warning NP, against impacts from the threats of fire risk and climate
change, invasion of exotic pest species and pathogens.
• Significant land holding (325 ha; 4 parcels) with single landowner.
• Predominantly vegetated and contiguous with surrounding vegetated landscape.

Figure 2: Landscape context (red hatching –
regional fauna corridors)
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Vegetation:
• Sclerophyll Open Forests (Tallowwood Open Forest; Brush Box Open Forest; Grey
Ironbark / White Mahogany / Grey Gum Open Forest Complex; Flooded Gum Open
Forest)
• Habitat for numerous threatened flora and fauna species as identified below.
Fauna and flora habitat values:
• Secondary B koala habitat (2010 Koala Habitat Categories)
• Atlas of Living Australia database search (within 5km of centre of site; since 1990)
returned:
o 17 records of koala; 8 records of 3 species of glider; and 3 species of microbat including the threatened Little Bentwing-bat.
o 21 species of frogs including threatened species such as Great Barred Frog
and Pouched Frog
o Threatened bird species including Albert’s Lyrebird, Marbled Frogmouth,
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, Sooty Owl and White-eared Monarch.
o Numerous threatened flora species including Archidendron hendersonii,
Diospyros mabacea and Syzygium moorei.

Figure 3: Atlas of Living Australia database
records (5km radius of site; records since 1990;
accessed 04 September 2017).
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It is important to note that values identified herein are from desktop assessment only.
Appropriately designed and implemented field studies would significantly increase the
known values, including values of conservation significance of the site.
Land zoning
• The land is zoned as per TLEP 2014 RU2 (Rural Landscape) and Deferred Matter
(pending resolution of the Far North Coast Environmental Zone Review).
• The areas of deferred matter are zoned as per TLEP 2000 as 7(d) (Environmental
Protection {Scenic/Escarpment])

Figure 4: Land zoning map includes relevant
land zones from TLEP2014 and TLEP2000
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Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Issues
The subject properties are shown overlaid with the draft Aboriginal cultural heritage mapping
in Figure 4. A significant area of the site is subject to predictive Aboriginal cultural heritage.
The predictive sites indicate campsites and access pathways along the ridgelines.

Figure 5: Aboriginal cultural heritage mapping
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Other issues of significance
Scenic landscape
The site has a landscape character dominated by forested hills with small areas of cleared
rural land, within surrounding areas characterised by the caldera rim and escarpment, rural
hills and valleys, rivers and creeks, rural towns and villages.
Together these embody the unique identity of “Australia’s Green Cauldron – a mysterious
melting pot”; one of Australia’s 16 National Landscapes. The region is one of the most
popular tourist destination centres in Australia for national and international tourists, with
approximately 2 million visits to estimate each year,
Due to its elevated form and size, the site falls within fore-and mid-ground views and is
highly visible from several accessible observation points in the surrounding Tweed caldera
and valley. The land contributes to the uninterrupted forested scenic landscape character of
the Australian Green Cauldron.
The site is identified in key view sheds:
• The Summit lookout in Mt Warning/ Wollumbin National Park – located within 5kms,
the site is entirely visible from this elevated position and is recognised as providing
important visual buffer and transition zone between the world heritage values of the
National Park and Natural Reserves and rural landscapes.
• The Rainforest Way Scenic drive (Tourist Route 32) which follows the base of the
Tweed Volcanic caldera and promoted by EcoTourism Australia as an alternative
scenic route to the Pacific Highway and a way of experiencing the region, offering
stunning views of the iconic Wollumbin (Mt Warning) and spectacular caldera
escarpment.
o the site forms the foreground (1-3km proximity) of seen areas observed from
Brays Creek Road, Limpinwood Road and Zara Road;
o Village of Tyalgum – located approx. 3-4 kms.
•

Limpinwood Lookout (former waste transfer station) on Boxsell Road: a static and
elevated observation point offering posterior panoramic views. The western portion of
the site is highly visible, located 3.2 km east, and forming the fore-ground of the view
shed.

•

Pinnacle walk and lookout, and Tweed Range Scenic Drive in Border Ranges
National Park – the site forms part of the mid-ground of superior panoramic seen
area, and bushland corridor connecting the caldera escarpment and Mt
Warning/Wollumbin

•

Tyalgum Road – bounding the site, is a major local road trafficked by approx. 7500
vehicles per week, and provides an important connection to the hinterland from
Murwillumbah and the coast.

•

Best of All Lookouts in Numinbah NR which is accessed via the
adjoining Springbrook NP, observed the site in the mid-ground; and

•

Views from Murwillumbah including the Tweed Regional Art Gallery, where the site
contributes to mid-and background of undulating hills and ridgeline.
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The scenic landscape values of the site are consider high, given the size, location and
visibility and accessibility within view fields seen to and from Mt Warning/Wollumbin and
other significant observations points that contribute to the Australian Green Cauldron’s
identity and sustainable tourism market.
The site as a private owned forest contributes to an important visual buffer and transition
zone between the juxtaposed surrounding natural and rural landscapes1. Acquisition for
addition to the National Parks or Nature Reserves estate would ensure these scenic values
are protected from visual intrusions caused by infrastructure, or disturbance caused by
activities permissible under RU2 Rural Landscape of the Tweed LEP 2014 including
extensive agriculture.

Water quality
The land straddles a boundary between Hopping Dicks Creek, the Upper Rous River and
Oxley River Sub-catchments. The steep terrain within the majority of the site means that
most waterways would be ephemeral gullies. Hopping Dicks Creek is the major waterway
within closest proximity, and was significantly affected by sediment laden runoff when road
works were previously undertaken on the site. Protection of this lands waterways and their
natural vegetation buffers will play an important role in ensuring the long term quality of
water in the each of the catchments.

Discussion
The identified scenic, heritage and ecological conservation values of the property warrant
consideration of mechanisms for protection and management. Possible options for
consideration include:
• Voluntary acquisition for addition to the National Park estate
• Protection and management through a biodiversity stewardship or conservation
agreement under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BCA)
Voluntary acquisition for addition to the National Park estate would ensure that the values of
the site are most appropriately protected and managed whilst also supporting and
complementing the existing public and private land conservation estate.
The private land conservation provisions of the BCA include the investment of $240 million
over the next five years to support landholders to establish protected areas on their land to
manage and improve biodiversity values. Investment in this program will be guided by an
investment strategy and managed by the newly established Biodiversity Conservation Trust
(BCT).
The BCT will also be responsible for achieving offset obligations under the new Biodiversity
Offsets Scheme when biodiversity offset obligations have been met through a payment into
the Biodiversity Conservation Fund. Identification of suitable sites where stewardship sites
can be established and biodiversity credits generated will be an essential aspect of the new
scheme.
1

NPWS, 2004. “Tweed Caldera World Heritage National Park Plan of Management” (NPWS)
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The BCA has only recently (25 August 2017) come into effect and so the details of the
implementation of the scheme are not fully available.
It is anticipated that a Biodiversity Stewardship Site Assessment Report would be required
to establish the type and amount of credits that would be generated by establishing an
agreement on the site. The quantum of annual payments for management of the site is
determined based on the credit assessment.
Both of these mechanisms are voluntary and thus dependent on the current landowner’s
willingness to enter into a conservation agreement or voluntary sale of the property.

Troy Green
GENERAL MANAGER
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